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I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made: 
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee; 
And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 
 
And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes 
dropping slow, 
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket 
sings; 
There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow, 
And evening full of the linnet’s wings. 
 
I will arise and go now, for always night and day 
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 
While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey, 
I hear it in the deep heart’s core.

The Lake of Innesfree
W. B. Yeats, 1865 - 1939



From Spring to Swarming - 
April 

Jim Donohoe Beemaster Midlands BKA April 2018

The first article in this series covered 
the four weeks of initial build-up to  
rear the first 1,000 bees. This target can 
be reached well ahead of Saint  
Patrick's day. Let us suppose this has 
happened on March 1st , the  
calendar start of Spring. This colony is 
comprised of at least 1,000  
young nurse bees and let us assume 
8,000 over -wintered old bees who  
will do household duties like guarding 
the entrance, bringing the dead bees 
and rubbish outside and warming the  



the brood nest. A couple of hundred will  
be foragers. When foraging the bees will 
keep within a 100 meters of the hive. If 
the weather deteriorates they can fly 
home in minutes. 
The older bees need to take cleansing 
flights to empty their bowels of 
pollen residues consumed in the resumed 
early brood rearing. 
The weather needs to be mild with low 
wind speed and the temperature  
above 10°C. The weather is a critical 
factor in beekeeping all through the 
season.  
The rate of build-up, the supply of pollen 
and the conditions  for foraging are 
determined by it. 



All plants use photosynthesis to turn 
carbon dioxide and water into sugars that 
they secrete as nectar for bees and grass 
for livestock etc. The hours of sunlight, 
rainfall and soil temperature controls this 
process. This Spring is late and cold, 
holding back the Dandelion and Willows 
here in Mullingar  and the Midlands. 
 
April: "April showers bring May flowers" 
The Dandelion will blossom and yield for 
months and is found everywhere. This 
provides highly nutritious orange pollen and 
some nectar in close proximity to every 
hive. The Willow (Salix) pollen is very good 
but only has a short blossom time of weeks 
for its yellow hanging catkins. 



We now have a very reliable and nearby 
supply of pollen. The nurse bees must eat 
pollen to produce brood food to feed the 
larvae. This is royal jelly and fed 
exclusively for the first 3 days. The larvae 
diet is then changed to a mix of pollen 
and diluted honey either from their stores 
or incoming nectar. 
  
Collection of water to dilute honey stores 
is a task for the foraging bees. They need 
a source that is very close to the hive that 
gets sunlight to warm it. If the water is 
very cold it can chill and kill the collector. 
Bees can only metabolise a dilution of 
50/50 water and sugar.  
Nectar sometimes occurs naturally at this 
concentration.  



Queen Pheromones 
The more she is fed, the more she will 
lay. Space to lay is vital. She constantly 
searches the frames looking for warm 
polished empty cells to lay in. She 
solicits jelly from the nurse bees she 
encounters. The continuous exchange of  
diluted sugar between the adult bees 
is the major communication and control 
system. The nurse bees around 
the queen that feed, groom and clean by 
licking her, receive her pheromones on 
their tongues.These bees offer food to 
others they meet as they move through 
the brood nest, thus spreading the 
queen's pheromones throughout the 
colony as they exchange  food. 



These very diluted pheromones keep the 
bees informed that their queen is present 
and healthy. This is vital to regulate and 
coordinate the colony as a super 
organism. 

First Full Hive Inspection and 
Spring Cleaning
When the weather is favourable and 
the bees are flying freely, remove 
the eke and plastic bag of fondant. 
Examine every frame carefully. 
It is at least six months since you 
looked at these frames. You need to  
recall the skills of manipulation and 
assessment. 



You may be clumsy on this occasion. 
Guidelines for this process are given later.  
We use "The Five Questions" to focus our 
attention. 
We need to fully assess the strength, 
stores and health of the colony. 
Expect to see frames of capped brood and 
eggs and pearly white larvae in a pool of 
royal jelly. Maybe see emerging bees 
eating the caps off their cells. Very young 
bees have soft greyish body hairs before 
their skeleton hardens. 

Find the Queen.
If there are eggs and larvae found, she is 
present. She will be found on a frame 
with brood.  



Her shape and movement is very 
distinctive. Even if it takes you an hour 
it is worth this effort. Mark her if her 
colour is faded and use White to make 
her easier to find in future. The white is 
a complete contrast to everything else 
in the hive. 
It is essential to be able to positively 
identify her majesty later when 
necessary. When you next need to find 
her the task is now much easier. 

Hive Parts ?
Check thoroughly all the hive parts in 
preparation for the season ahead. You 
need a complete overview of this hive 
itself, the frames, the roof, the crown 
board etc. 



 Is the roof leaking ? Some parts may 
need repair or replacement. What 
frames are damaged or the wax old, 
mouldy or fractured. Plan ahead. You 
will need to clean and prepare the 
queen excluder, the honey supers and  
assemble new frames. They will all 
be needed very soon. 

Liquid Feed ?
Apiinvert or Ambrosia concentrated 
syrup are excellent for drawing out 
the foundation wax in new frames and 
to encourage the rearing of brood.  
I feed 2 Litres of warm syrup after an 
inspection if they need it. 



We can do this now  because there is 
nectar being brought in to the hive  
by the foraging bees. We can amplify 
this flow by feeding warm syrup. It is  
the middle aged house bees that 
receive, store and manipulate syrup.  
This contrasts with the pollen which is 
placed around and through the 
broodnest by the foragers themselves. 
   
► Use a Led torch to shine into the cells 
to clearly see the contents. 
► Select a good day and allow yourself 
as much time as is required. 
► Start a new Record Card and fill in 
what you discover. 



Eke and Fondant
At the finish of the inspection above, if 
no syrup is fed, then put back an eke 
under the crown board. Cut a 2.5 Kg 
bag of fondant into two halves and lay 
both on top of the frames allowing full 
access to the exposed fondant. 
  
Replace it as it when consumed. This 
will attract the middle aged bees out of 
the brood nest and relieve any 
congestion. They will use it at a rate 
dependent on the amount of nectar 
collected. They will use this fondant 
when there is not enough nectar 
available to meet  their daily needs. 



► Bees cannot store any Fondant.  
► Spraying  warm water on the Fondant 
provides the water to consume it.  
► A bag of fondant costing €6 will last 
10 days or more.   
► You cannot give liquid feed with the 
Supers on. They can and will store it. 

Next month Jim will take us through drone 
frames and May. The Ed.



April in the Apiary
By Jacqui Glisson West Cork BKA

Its the 1st of April , 5 degrees and 
raining here in West Cork. As I sit 
under my lovely warm blanket I can't 
help worrying how my precious girls 
are coping with this awful weather. 
 
Normally at this time of year we would 
be planning to, or would have already 
done our first hive inspection. But this 
year all we can do is fret and hope that 
the weather improves soon and we can 
get in to see how they have fared.



Wait for a warm day, if possible at least 
16 degrees, but if you are comfortable 
in a short sleeve shirt, it is probably 
warm enough. 
 
The burning question you will have is, 
are all my colonies alive and in what 
shape did they come though the winter?  
 
This needs to be a quick inspection and 
spring clean, as it will still be too cold for 
a prolonged examination. 
 
You will want to check that you have a 
laying queen and not a drone layer. 
 



Drone layer. Photo showing drone capping in worker 
cells and a queen cell.  Photo by Ingrid Maasik.



The way you can tell you have a drone 
layer is that there will be raised drone 
capping within worker comb and little or no 
worker brood. There may be the occasional 
queen cell and the drone brood will be in 
the centre of the brood nest laid in a neat 
organised way. The drones that hatch will 
be smaller than normal and may look odd. 
The queen herself if never properly mated 
can also look smaller than usual.  
 
Look for stores. If the colony is light I give 
them a feed of fondant or a syrup feed 1 
part sugar:1 part water, in a contact feeder 
over the hole in the crown board. 
 
Next you will need to do a varroa count. 



If you have an open mesh floor working out 
your daily mite drop is easy to do. Insert 
your monitoring tray underneath the mesh. 
I normally coat it will Vaseline to stop the 
mites that fall down from being dislodged 
by the wind when I take the tray out again 
and to stop the live mites going back into 
the colony. Return after three days and 
count the number of mites on your tray. 
Divide the number of mites on your tray by 
3 which is the number of days that the tray 
was in. That will give you your daily natural 
mite fall. If your count is less than 2 at this 
time of year, all is good. If it is less than 8 
light control is needed and if the daily mite 
count is greater than 8 your colony is in 
trouble and in need of urgent treatment. 
Varroamed would be an option.



Lift the colony off its stand, put a new 
floor on the stand and then replace the 
colony minus old floor onto its new floor 
and stand. You can then inspect the old 
floor which will be quite damp, contain 
quite a few dead bees and bee parts as 
well as varroa. Scrape all the debris off 
into a container so you can look at it 
more closely later and scorch the old 
floor with a gas blowlamp to sterilise it. 
This newly cleaned and sterilised floor 
will be the new floor for the next colony to 
be inspected.  



I would also consider removing the 
mouse guard if the bees are very active 
and there is a lot of pollen coming into 
the hives. But keep the entrances 
small.  
 
Lastly you should look at putting up a 
hornet trap. It is at this time of year that 
the hornet queens could be coming out 
of hibernation and starting their nests. 
 
Familiarise yourself with the information 
on Asian hornets on the website and 
consider printing out and keeping an 
identication card under the lid of one of 
your hives for easy access. 

https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/asian-hornet-guidance.html


Asian Hornet comparison 
identification guide



Hedgerows and their benefit 
to pollinating insects. 

By Edward Hill NKBA

Hedgerows are an important part of the 
Irish landscape and provide an important 
wildlife habitat. As Ireland has very little 
native woodland, hedgerows provide an 
important substitute.  Most hedgerows 
contain a wide range of shrubs and plants 
aside from acting as wildlife corridors 
providing nesting sites for birds and cover 
for mammals they are also an important 
resource for pollinating insects.



Wicklow hedgerows view from Glencree on Sally 
gap of Whitethorn in flower.



A brief history
During the 13th Century it was the Normans 
who introduced the concept of field ownership 
and the division of land was encouraged and 
enforced by landlords. In 1721 an act of 
parliament was enacted “to oblige proprietors 
and tenants of neighbouring lands to make 
fences between their several lands and 
holdings ... at equal expense in making 
between such several lands and holdings 
good and sufficient ditches of six foot wide and 
five foot deep at least, where the same is 
practicable, well and sufficiently quicked in 
good husbandlike manner with white thorn, 
crab and other quicksets, where the same will 
grow, and, in ground where such quicksets will 
not grow, with furze”  
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/images/1254463891
pdf

http://www.hedgelaying.ie/images/1254463891.pdf


In Ireland during the 1960s and 1970s there 
was an Intensification of farming and the 
development of larger machinery resulted in 
hedgerow removal on many farms. 
 In the early 1990s increased emphasis on 
environmental conservation in connection 
with agriculture largely driven by the EU 
resulted in the Department of Agriculture 
and Food introducing the Rural 
Environmental Protection Scheme (REPS). 
The objectives of the REPS are: 
 
1. To establish farming practices and 
production methods that reflect the 
increasing concern for conservation, 
landscape protection and wider 
environmental problems. 



2. To protect wildlife habitats and 
endangered species of flora and fauna. 
To produce quality food in an extensive 
and environmentally friendly manner. 
 
3. Hedgerow conservation is an intrinsic 
component of the scheme. The design 
and operation of this scheme was to set 
the tone for hedgerow conservation in 
Ireland since then and for the foreseeable 
future.  
The current situation 
It is estimated that there is over 
380,000Km of hedgerows in Ireland, that is 
a lot of hedgerows to be maintained and 
managed. 



Most of our hedgerows are a result of 
farming practices during the 18th and 19th 
century. They provided cheap stock proof 
fencing and are now recognised as being 
environmentally friendly, they provide 
shelter for animals, prevent the spread of 
disease between stock, reduce wind speed 
and prevent soil erosion. 
 
For beekeepers they provide an essential 
foraging habitat with no input required from 
the beekeeper. Hedgerows support many 
native and non-native plants surveys 
reveal that they contain 37 species of 
shrubs and trees and 105 species of 
flowering plants. 



The variety of species growing in the 
hedgerow can often be used to indicate its 
age. With Hawthorn and Blackthorn being 
the dominant plants used in earlier times as 
their interlocking branches gave good stock 
proofing. 
 
Both are still the major component of 
hedgerows today, but more recent 
plantings have seen Dog rose, Guelder 
rose, Crab apple, Ash, Holly and Hazel 
being planted in the hedgerows.  
A lot of these plants are more noticeable in 
Spring and summer when in flower and 
then again in Autumn when in fruit.  



In the under-story you will often see 
Primroses, Dandelions Bindweeds. Dead 
nettles and Fumitory in early spring 
followed by Cow Parsley, Angelica, 
Yarrow, Garlic mustard and Common 
knapweed along with many more 
depending on what part of the country 
you live in.

Recent legislation and its impact
The hedgerows require maintenance and 
management if they are to remain a long-
time resource for pollinators.  Managed 
hedgerows require hedge trimming usually 
during late Autumn /winter before the 
nesting season commences.



 In Ireland, under section 40 of the wildlife act 
1976 as amended prohibits the cutting, 
grubbing, burning or destruction of vegetation 
with certain exemptions from March 1st to 
August 31st. Farmers have been reminded that 
these current rules remain in place for the year 
2018 despite developments regarding the 
heritage bill 2016. 
New proposals were announced in December 
2015 to introduce legislation to allow for 
managed hedge cutting and burning at certain 
times within the existing closed period on a 
pilot two-year basis.The legislation required to 
allow for these pilot measures is included in the 
Heritage Bill 2016, which was published in 
January 2016.The bill has completed its 
passage through Seanad Eireann and has 
completed ‘Second Stage’ in Dail Eireann. 



There has been much debate regarding the 
new heritage bill entitled an Act to amend 
and extend the wildlife act 1976, the canals 
Act 1986 and the heritage Act 1995 and to 
provide for related matters. 
  https://www.oireachtas.ie/viewdoc.asp?
DocID=30626 
The Hedge Laying Association of Ireland 
have joined forces with An Taisce, 
Birdwatch Ireland and the Irish Wildlife 
Trust to campaign against proposed 
changes to Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 
(contained in the Heritage Bill 2016) being 
made by the Minister for Arts, Heritage, 
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, 
Heather Humphreys, that would allow 
burning in the uplands in March and hedge 
cutting in August from 2017 onwards.  

https://www.oireachtas.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=30626


Those opposed say the proposed 
changes are not designed to strengthen 
Wildlife protection, but they are there to 
provide convenience to some sectors of 
the farming community.  
  
Beekeepers attended a protest march 
outside the Dail on 27th April 2017 to 
protest that Bumble bees and many 
types of wild honey bees will also suffer 
by extending the permitted times to 
slash and cut down vegetation and 
flowering wild plants in the months of 
August, claiming that  



“Allowing the destruction of vegetation 
in August would be devastating for 
Ireland’s bees while. Clover and 
blackberries are still in flower.” The 
bumble bees and honey bees need 
these blossoms and flowering ivy to 
build themselves up to survive the 
winter. A whole range of different 
species need this vegetation in August, 
including butterflies, rabbits, field mice 
and other animals.” 
Not everyone is against the changes in 
the bill, Wicklow Uplands Council is in 
favour of the Bill and the use of 
controlled burning is the best 
management of upland vegetation. 



The current season which ends on the last 
day of February is very restrictive for upland 
landowners and has resulted in large areas of 
overgrown vegetation. Vast monocultures of 
heather, gorse and bracken are not good for 
grazing or biodiversity and create a potential 
fire hazard due to the build of vegetation in 
drier summer months. Healthy upland 
habitats are comprised of a range of 
vegetation type and structure. Wicklow 
Uplands Council will continue to advocate for 
the extension of the current permissive 
burning season and the use of controlled and 
managed burning. However the spread of 
uncontrolled fires outside of the current 
permissive season will make this task much 
more difficult. 



Upland burning near Brandon mountain 
Kerry.



What hedgerows provide for our 
bees

For beekeepers there are many trees and 
shrubs growing in the hedgerow that are 
an important food resource for the bees.  
Trees that flower such as Crab apple, 
Holly, Sycamore, Blackthorn and 
Whitethorn are important for nectar and 
pollen while Catkin producing trees such 
as willow and hazel are important sources 
of pollen earlier in the season.  Trees 
growing in hedgerows are more likely to 
mature as they have less competition for 
light and nutrients from younger trees.  



As they age they become important habitats 
for specialist species such as bats and owls 
or Feral bee colonies unfortunately their 
numbers are in decline, due to poor 
maintenance, storm damage and health and 
safety issues. 
 
Later in the season Brambles are an 
important source for honey bees followed by 
Ivy. Along with being a source of Pollen and 
Nectar for honey bees the hedgerows 
provide important linear landscape features 
providing shelter from wind and rain as they 
make their way back to the colony. 
 Hedgerows also provide enclosures for 
crops such as OSR, Beans Lupins and 
orchards providing shelter for colonies 
located within the fields. 



How flowering can be enhanced

In Ireland conservationists assume hedge 
maintenance is carried out for improving 
this habitat for nesting birds. But there are 
many other reasons for their maintenance. 
When it is carried out on a rotational basis 
it does provide a thick cover for nesting 
birds. But it has other benefits for 
pollinating insects too. 
 
When maintained for pollinating insects 
you need to be aware of whether the 
plants in the hedgerow flower on new 
growth or on the previous season growth.  



In your garden a good rule to remember is 
that shrubs that bloom in spring flower on old 
wood and should be pruned just after those 
blooms fade an Example of this would be 
Spireas, Berberis or Forsythia. They need to 
be pruned after flowering and then left alone 
to put on growth during the summer and set 
bud for the following spring. If you prune too 
late, you will miss out on the flowers next 
year.  
Shrubs that bloom in late spring early summer 
flower on new wood which is produced during 
the current year's spring growth. This allows 
them all the spring months to put on new 
growth and set the buds that, during late 
spring early summer, will become flowers that 
pollinators will forage on. 



In Hedgerows this would include 
Blackthorn, Whitethorn, Brambles. These 
plants will flower best if pruned in late 
winter or very early spring. Another 
important consideration to be aware of is 
that when plants are kept in a juvenile state 
producing new growth they flower better 
and live longer than if they remain un-
pruned they will grow tall and leggy with 
only the top most branches producing 
flowers. 



Conserving and restoring 
hedgerows

Long term trimming of hedgerows will not 
always keep them in good condition, 
sometimes serious restoration work is 
required to prevent them becoming a line 
of trees and developing gaps. This type of 
maintenance will require Coppicing or 
Laying. This will reduce nesting habitats 
for birds for a few years after it is carried 
out but will not affect the flowering for 
foraging insects. It is probably best to 
carry this out on a rotational basis so that 
all the hedgerows in a field are not done 
in the same year. Laying and coppicing is 
a skilled and slow job, but it is very 
successful method of maintaining 
hedgerows for long term management. 



Cut Hedgegrow



The same cut  hedgerow after six years growth



For farmers one of the bigger problems 
for enclosing livestock is gaps 
developing in the hedge, these are best 
filled in by using locally sourced material 
and not imported nursery stock. 
 These are best planted as bare rooted 
stock during late Autumn early spring 
when the ground is not frozen. These 
plants may need protection from grazing 
rabbits and deer until established. To 
prevent the new planting develop naked 
stems and stop gaps forming they must 
be pruned after planting to a minimum of 
ten centimetres this promotes dormant 
buds and new shoot lower down. 
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpre
ss/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-
to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf


Gappy hedge this will come to nothing as it was 
not cut back when planted it will always remain 
gappy.



Common Problems associated with 
hedgerows

1 Hedge trimming requires a special 
machine and an operator, so hedgerow 
management is expensive.  Also 
includes getting access to land when 
the ground is wet and traffic 
management when working on the 
roadside verges (traffic jam prevention). 
2. Hedgerows can also shelter pests, 
such as rabbits, which can damage 
crops.  
3. Some pests over winter in hedgerows 
which can also damage crops, such as 
snails, vine weevil, rusts and mildew.   
4. Shading of the crop by hedgerows 
can cause uneven ripening and disease.  



5. Honey fungus and fire blight can cause 
management problems in crops.  
6. Where trees die, suckers grow. These 
then die off leaving gaps in the hedgerow.  
7. In times of drought, climbing species 
such as old man's beard (wild clematis) 
and Ivy can take over and kill off 
hedgerow shrubs. 

The experience of others
In England research has shown that farms 
with few hedgerows and large fields were 
found to have a greater risk of bovine TB 
outbreaks than farms with lots of 
hedgerows.



Researchers suggest the greater availability 
of favourable habitat could reduce contact 
between cattle and badgers and reduce the 
risk of cattle ingesting potentially 
contaminated soil. It is thought badgers may 
contract TB by foraging through cattle faeces 
for beetle larvae, while cattle could become 
infected from consuming grass contaminated 
with badger faeces.  
When long grass is readily available and 
hedgerow density is high, cattle will 
noticeably avoid grass contaminated by 
active badger latrines. So, hedgerows could 
be an effective biosecurity measure. 
As you can see hedgerows provide a diverse 
range of plants for pollinating insects and a 
healthy ecosystem benefits agriculture and 
are essential for agriculture production. 



Resources and links
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/resources.php 
http://www.noticenature.ie/files/hedgerows.pdf 
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/images/1254463891.pdf 
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/images/1254463114.pdf 
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-
work/conservation/conservation-and-
sustainability/advice/conservation-land-management-
advice/farm-hedges/farmers-and-hedgerow-
management/#5AlgwsyoeFKRUiXR.99 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-
work/conservation/conservation-and-
sustainability/advice/conservation-land-management-
advice/farm-hedges/farmers-and-hedgerow-
management/ 
https://www.best4hedging.co.uk/the-10-most-common-
pests-and-diseases-of-hedging-plants-in-the-uk-i143 
http://www.ecifm.rdg.ac.uk/habitat.htm 
http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/index.php?page=21 

http://www.hedgelaying.ie/resources.php
http://www.noticenature.ie/files/hedgerows.pdf
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/images/1254463891.pdf
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/conservation-and-sustainability/advice/conservation-land-management-advice/farm-hedges/farmers-and-hedge
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/conservation-and-sustainability/advice/conservation-land-management-advice/farm-hedges/farmers-and-hedge
https://www.best4hedging.co.uk/the-10-most-common-pests-and-diseases-of-hedging-plants-in-the-uk-i143
http://www.ecifm.rdg.ac.uk/habitat.htm
http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/index.php?page=21


https://www.independent.ie/irish-
news/news/endangered-birds-and-bees-will-
be-put-in-danger-by-new-law-angry-
protesters-claim-35497147.html 
 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/10
0270134/j-wt-161014-wood-wise-summer-
2014.pdf?
cb=011b6965191740cdbf92535777d1a81b 
 
http://www.wicklowuplands.ie/heritage-bill/ 

https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/news/endangered-birds-and-bees-will-be-put-in-danger-by-new-law-angry-protesters-claim-35497147.html
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100270134/j-wt-161014-wood-wise-summer-2014.pdf?cb=011b6965191740cdbf92535777d1a81b
http://www.wicklowuplands.ie/heritage-bill/


On Wednesday the 25th April 2018, there 
will be a demonstration outside the Dáil 
(Leinster House) at 12.30 pm. An NGO 
coalition of The Hedge laying Association 
of Ireland, An Taisce, The Irish Wildlife 
Trust, the Federation of Irish Beekeepers 
Associations (FIBKA ) and other interested 
groups will highlight the start of the ban on 
agricultural burning and hedge cutting. 
It is proposed to hand over a petition to 
Minister Madigan of 30,000 signatories on 
the day. 
 
The proposed provisions (Changes) in The 
Heritage Bill rolls back 20 years of 
legislative protection for wildlife by  

Heritage Bill demonstration



extending the window for agricultural burning 
and hedge cutting. There is no doubt that 
this will have a huge negative impact on all 
wildlife and especially our bees. August 
hedgerow cutting would reduce the number 
of blossoms from which honeybees develop 
their winter fat bodies. It would also reduce 
the number of berries which birds and 
mammals depend on throughout the winter 
months. Any beekeepers who has the time  
please assemble outside the Dáil at 12.15 
pm, on Thursday the 25th April 2018. look 
out for David Lee and the IBA CLG Banners. 
Don’t forget to bring your Bee Suit but do not 
bring a Smoker.



Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

 Video of bee on dandelion courtesy Kimberly 
Stuart O'Shea 

https://www.facebook.com/BeesandSurplus/

Bee meet Dandelion

https://www.facebook.com/BeesandSurplus/


The Dandelion. A powerhouse of early & 
sustained nutrition. Look at that POLLEN. 
A vibrant orange among the kaleidoscope 
of colors that becomes the 'bee bread'. 
Brood numbers are ramping up, growing 
by many thousands to tackle the 'honey 
flow'. It takes LOTS of bees to make & 
store honey. Dandelions. Let them live. 
They feed native bees. Their roots help 
with compacted soils, so the earthworms 
have an easier time of it too. Celebrate 
these bursts of sunshine! Inform 
friends,family, neighbors and strangers - 
The Dandelion Provides. Kimberley Stuart 
O Shea



Kimberley Stuart O ' Shea's photo of a bee with 
dandelion pollen



Sources of Nectar and 
Pollen for April & May

By Billy O Rourke Sliabh Luachra BKA

Fruit trees are valuable sources of 
pollen and nectar to the honey bee.  
Apple trees flower in April and May, 
depending on the variety and weather 
conditions.  Pollen colour is a  pale 
yellow. Blackcurrants also flower in 
April and May and are excellent 
sources of nectar and pollen. 
Blackcurrants are easily  grown from 
cuttings in the Autumn.  Flowering 
currants are also valuable sources of 
nectar and pollen. Gooseberries flower 
in April and May. 



A tree which is excellent is the Horse 
Chestnut which is a native of Southern 
Europe.It flowers from April to June.  
The pollen loads are reddish in colour. 
The flowers of the Horse Chestnut can 
be male only, female only, or both 
genders. These are the trees that 
produce the “conkers”.  Horse 
Chestnut usually flowers only for a 
month.The most valuable trees to the 
bee are the ones with the white 
flowers. Horse Chestnuts are currently 
under serious threat and are expected 
to die out completely over the next 10 
years. An Asian variety that is not 
affected is currently becoming 
available as a replacement.



The Sycamore which grows to a large tree 
is a great source of nectar and pollen.The 
flowers are greenish yellow in colour and 
flower from April to May and last for about 3 
weeks. Honey from the Sycamore will 
granulate slowly. Sycamore trees when 
planted do not flower for a number of years.  
Silver Birch does not secrete nectar but 
produces an abundance of pollen from 
catkins. It will grow on very poor soil and 
has a lifespan of 40 years. When it dies it 
rots into the ground quickly enriching the 
soil for better quality trees to grow such as 
Oak or Ash.  
The Field Maple tree can grow to 18 m in 
height. It flowers in April and May and is a 
good source of nectar. The Field Maple 
flowers  are greenish in colour. 



Blue Bells and are also a good source of 
nectar and pollen however as the nectar 
tube is long it is only suitable for queen 
Bumble Bee.The blackthorn is another 
source of nectar and pollen, which flowers 
in March and April. The Cuckoo Flower 
which grows in Meadows from  April to 
July is a good source of nectar and pollen 
also. 
A really plentiful food source is the 
Whitethorn which fortunately grows 
profusely in the hedgerows all over the 
country at this time of the year. 
Those fortunate enough to live near Bell 
Heather may also be able to avail of this 
source around this time of year. 



DIY Beekeeper

The Beekeepers' 
Wheelbarrow

Tired of carrying all those crates full of 
honey back and forth to the apiary? 
 
Why not try your hand at making a 
Beekeepers' Wheelbarrow? 













Books Free beekeeping 
book by Tom 
Carroll. From the 
IBA CLG to you: 
"Thank you for 
your generosity, 
or as they would 
say in Kenya:  
"Asante sana." 
This book is 
aimed at 
beginners and is 
free to download 
via this link 
https://mailchi.mp/
c157fdffb012/start
ing-beekeeping-
in-ireland. 



My own experience and expertise is 
focused on the challenges of African 
beekeeping. Personally, I have worked 
on African beekeeping development 
since 1993 and am former Head of 
Beekeeping with Baraka Agricultural 
College in Molo, Kenya. I was based in 
Kenya from 1993 to 2008 when I moved 
back to my home country, Ireland. I still 
travel back to Africa on a regular basis 
for beekeeping related activities. I 
continue to keep my bees on our 5 acre 
shamba (farm) in Nakuru (about 170Kms 
west of Nairobi).

About the author



I completed my PhD studies with 
University College Dublin in 2012 on 
beekeeping and livelihoods in Kenya. In 
2015 I restarted my beekeeping in 
Ireland and currently keep bees on two 
continents which gives me an 
opportunity to compare and contrast the 
different approaches to beekeeping 
which are needed.

Tom Carroll, PhD 
Webmaster 
Apiconsult, January 
2017



Book review



NATURAL MEDICINE 
FROM HONEY BEES                 
(Apitherapy)                               Jacob Kaal

Interested in the honeybee and 
pollinators, over the years I have gathered 
anecdotal evidence and stories from 
experienced beekeepers on how they use 
bee produce to enhance their health    
and well being. I have read about how  
breathing whilst working open hives is of 
benefit to the health of beekeepers.            
Experienced beekeepers of advanced 
years have told me how they start the 
spring each year working their hives                  

By Colette O Connell Waterford BKA



without gloves. as they have discovered 
the venom from bee stings reduces the 
symptoms of arthritis in their hands.       
Hay fever suffers can ameliorate 
symptoms by taking a daily teaspoonful of 
local honey in porridge or neat, from    
January on, as many experienced 
beekeepers believe that the minute grains 
of pollen present and taken in with the 
honey desensitizes the body to the 
offending pollen which causes the 
allergenic effect. 
For many years I myself have sucked on 
propolis at the first sign of a sore throat or 
cough.  It has never let me down although 
if allowed near the teeth will leave a yellow 
stain for some time! Jacob Kaal in this 
book gives the scientific research to 



back up and reinforce what beekeepers and 
others have known for many years. Propolis 
has been used as a medicine since the time 
of the early Egyptians and was a forgotten 
substance in the west until the ‘60’s.Jacob 
was determined to promote it’s varied 
medicinal powers.  Jacob, the                  
beekeeper, was always determined to 
ensure that his research touched the 
ground with the well being  and life of bees 
and people. 
In this book Jacob looks at propolis as a 
curative agent, how it works, dosage test            
results, characteristics and composition and 
the therapeutic use of propolis. In this 
publication,Jacob also looks at Bee Venom, 
Royal Jelly, Pollen,Honey, Mixing Bee 
Products, Apilarnil and Apilar-nilprop. 



An impressive list of publications cited 
through out the book is listed towards 
the end of the book which can only 
further emphasize the scientific value of 
this book. 
        
Available from Northern Bee Books, 
and full credit to the team at Northern 
Bee Books for publishing the book in 
2017. 
 
www.northernbeebooks.co.uk 

http://www.northernbeebooks.co.uk/


We have loads of new books in our library including 
Queen Rearing by David Cook, The Introduction of 
Queen Bees by Snelgrove, The Observation Hive by 
Showler, Splits and Varroa  by Hesbach, The Small 
Hive Beetle by Hood, Plants for Bees. 
 
Donated by David Lee: Good Health and Long Life by 
Dennis, First steps in Winemaking by Berry. 
 
Books are free to borrow, will be posted to you and 
must be returned in a month. To order your book go 
to the library page on the website. 
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/library.ht
ml

Whats new in the library



Honey flapjacks

12 oz (340g) butter 
6oz (170g) light brown or caster 
sugar 
13oz (370g) porridge oats 
3oz (85g) plain flour 
1 teaspoon of vanilla essence 
2 overflowing tablespoons of honey 

Ingredients

Goerge Kingstone Sneem Beekeepers



 
Method 

Preheat oven to 170 degrees (160 
degrees in a fan oven). 
Melt butter in a saucepan and add the 
honey, sugar, porridge, flour and vanilla 
essence. 
Stir until all the ingredients are 
thoroughly mixed.  
Be careful not to overheat.  
Spread in a baking tin 15 x 10. 
Bake for approx. 20 minutes, be careful 
not to overcook. 
Cut in the tin while still warm. 
Remove from the tin while they are still 
slightly warm 
Thank you George,these pancakes have been the 
highlight of many meetings. I am delighted to have the 
recipe.



And now for something 
completely different

Forgotten Ireland



The winner of the March quiz was Micheál 
Kavanagh. 
 
He won a €10 voucher from MacEoin 
Honey Farm. 
 
Thank you Gearoid. 
 
This months prize is another € 10 voucher 
from Gearoid. 

Link to the April 
Quiz

Quiz

https://www.onlinequizcreator.com/april-2018/quiz-367320




News from the IBA CLG
We had our first AGM on the 24th March 
2018 in Port Laoise. Three directors 
stepped down, Billy O Rourke, Mary O 
Riordan and Tomás Murray. They were 
given gifts of Waterford crystal thanking 
them for their bravery and actions in 
setting up the IBA CLg. Peter O Reilly 
was also given one and awarded 
honorary life membership to the IBA CLG. 
 
Three new directors were elected John 
Martin, Derek Hanley and Denis O 
Sullivan.  
A very big welcome aboard to our 

new directors



All motions were voted on and approved by 
an overwhelming majority. Thanks were 
given to all the people who helped with the 
workload to date,Garrett Dempsey NKBA 
who assisted the treasurer, Gerry Walsh 
SKBKA who assisted with the website, 
Stephen Gallagher NKBA who has done our 
honey labels for us. Prof Breandan O 
Coughlan who has done our exam systems 
for us and many more.

We also have also appointed a new 
company secretary. Garrett Dempsey from 
NKBA. Thank you Garrett for your 
willingness to share the load. Garrett can 
be contacted on. 
secretary@irishbeekeepersassociation.com



To all the other directors who have been 
working away quietly making things 
happen. Thank you Colette, David, 
Donal,Mike and Pauline. You are 
amazing. Thank you also for the lovely 
box of goodies. Jacqui

We will be meeting on the 7th April to 
choose our new chairperson and 
allocate the job of treasurer etc. Will 
keep you posted.


