
Irish Beekeepers’ Association clg 

Newsletter 

December 2018 

 

 
Holly Berries by Edward Hill NKBKA 

 
© Irish Beekeepers’ Association clg 

 

 

 

 

1 



https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/calendar-of-events.html
http://www.surveymonkey.com/stories/SM-ZKQMMB3/
https://beesupplies.ie/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YLKJZV3




http://www.poems4free.com/THEGREENLINNET..html


https://www.etymonline.com/word/sting#etymonline_v_22090
https://www.etymonline.com/word/*stegh-?ref=etymonline_crossreference


 

Warwick Kerr (1922-2018): More than ‘Killer 
Bees’  

- by Ron Miksha 

  

Dr. Warwick Kerr in his garden with his granddaughter, Dr. Priscilla Kerr Hatae 

The man who “created killer bees” died in September. For decades, he was disparaged in newspapers, 
magazines, and even books, for creating Africanized honey bees (AHB) after bringing African stock 
to Brazil. By some accounts, it sounded as if he had unleashed the fifth apocalyptic horseman. For the 
importation of Africanized stock and its subsequent release, Dr. Warwick Kerr has been described as 
malicious, or, more benevolently, as an inept scientist. Others saw him differently. To many in Brazil, 
he was a hero who ushered in an era of genetic research. When he died on Saturday, September 15, 
Brazil went into mourning. Flags were lowered to half-mast. The Amazon river city of Manaus began 
three days of official mourning – upon the death of a bee scientist! Kerr was a beekeeper, research 
scientist, geneticist, educator, and political activist. The mayor of Manaus declared the three-day 
tribute so the city’s two million residents could honor the man who improved the welfare of the 
people of the rainforest – and all of Brazil. 
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But did he create a disaster? Or did he aid beekeepers in the Americas? With his recent death, six days 
past his 96th birthday, we will try to unravel the truth about Professor Kerr and look at his legacy – 
especially the fallout of his “killer bees.” To try to understand the dichotomy of opinion, I spoke with 
Kerr’s grandchildren, as well as people intimate with honey bees in Africa, California, and Arizona. 

If you are familiar with the name Warwick Kerr, you likely know that he brought Africanized genetic 
stock from southern Africa to Brazil in 1956 to replace the European bees, which performed poorly in 
the tropics. His breeding work created a hybrid bee. Since the introduction of this new strain of bees, 
Brazil’s annual honey production increased from 15 million to 110 million pounds (1) and crop 
pollination improved. Beekeepers would eventually triple their honey crops – from 40 to 120 pounds 
per hive. But it was a disruptive change. 

Dr Kerr was a beekeeper, and careful geneticist, who took his role of educator seriously, but also a 
humanitarian. His granddaughter Priscilla recalled that on Sunday mornings, he would lead her and 
other children into the favelas, or slums, of the city to read from the Bible and deliver food. In the 
1960s, when Brazil was controlled by a military dictatorship, his activities landed him in prison twice. 
We will get to the circumstances, but first, we have to know Warwick Kerr’s roots. 

Kerr was born into a middle-class family in 1922 near São Paulo, Brazil. Some of his Scottish 
ancestors had settled in the southern USA, then moved to Brazil at the end of the American Civil War. 
At university, he earned an agricultural engineering degree. He specialized in genetics and pursued 
post-doctoral studies in the United States. One of his supervisors was the famous geneticist 
Theodosius Dobzhansky, a pioneer of modern genetics. With Dobzhansky, Kerr researched fruit flies 
(Drosophila), the ‘go to’ bug for genetic studies. Their 1954 fruit fly research resulted in one of the 
first publications using statistical genetics. Then Kerr returned to Brazil and his interest shifted back 
to bees. 

Castes among Stingless Bees 

Kerr spent years researching bees in the Brazilian rainforest.  Some of Brazil’s poorest people were 
indigenous honey gatherers, or meleiros, who were named for their Melipona honey trees. There were 
only 7,000 meleiro people and their precarious hunter-gatherer existence in the 1940s concerned Dr. 
Kerr. He hoped that his studies would draw attention to the importance of preserving the Melipona 
bees, the Melipona honey trees, and the people who lived off those bees. Understand and help the 
Melipona bees, and you help the meleiro people, Kerr figured. In turn, the meleiros helped Kerr. As a 
young researcher in his twenties, they led him to elusive bee trees and showed him which flowers 
their bees used for forage. 
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Dr. Warwick Kerr with people of Mato Grosso who helped his research, 1946 

 

One species which Kerr studied, Melipona quadrifasciata, is a eusocial stingless bee, native 
to southeastern coastal Brazil. The indigenous meleiros call it Mandaçaia, which means 
“beautiful guard,” as there are always guard bees defending the narrow entrance of their 
colony. Melipona builds mud hives inside hollow trees. These have narrow passages allowing 
just one bee to pass at a time. Although they are stingless, they can give a nasty bite. 

His research resulted in “Genetic Determination of Castes in Melipona” which explained the 
development of drones, queens, and workers among Melipona. Kerr found that their caste 
development was different from honey bees (Apis mellifera). Kerr explains: 

In Apis mellifera, “a larva develops into a queen or into a worker depending upon the food it 
receives. In Melipona, on the other hand, caste determination is genotypic. Fertile 
females (queens) are heterozygous in some species for two, and in other species for 
three, pairs of genes, homozygosis for any one of which makes the individual develop 
into a worker.” – Kerr, 1949. 

For Melipona, inherited gene combinations determine caste. Females have two sets of each 
gene, one from each parent. Genes contain variants, called alleles (A or a; B or b). 
Combinations of these in caste-determining genes determine whether a queen or worker 
develops. If they are made of two different alleles (Aa and Bb), the female will be a queen; if 
either set is identical (AA or BB), she will be a worker–see the table below. For honey bees, 
it’s nutrition; for these stingless bees, allele combinations make the difference. (2) 
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From Kerr’s 1950 Melipona caste paper 

If you find this confusing, imagine sorting it out with 1940s technology, as Kerr did. At the 
time, DNA had not even been discovered. Kerr couldn’t peek beneath the hood to identify the 
actual alleles. He solved the mystery with back-crosses, observations, and statistics. 
Publications in the prestigious Science and Proceedings of the American National Academy 
of Sciences followed. His work was considered so significant that he was one of the first 
foreign scientists elected to the US National Academy of Sciences. He was also one of the 
youngest. This was just the start. Kerr’s research led to 622 published research papers during 
his 60-year career.  

Creation of the African Honey Bees 

While working in the rainforests, Kerr developed a sympathy for the poverty-stricken 
aboriginal hunters and farmers who supplemented their diets with honey from native stingless 
bees. He also saw farmers struggle to pollinate their crops and produce honey with imported 
European honey bees. European strains did poorly in the tropics. A few farmers and monks 
kept the languid bees, mostly to collect beeswax for church candles. Kerr felt that an infusion 
of tropical genes would create a rugged hybrid and improve the European honey bees. 

In 1956, Kerr went to Africa and assessed prolific honey producers. Using their progeny at 
his lab, he began creating hybrids suited to Brazil. Reportedly, a technician mistakenly 
removed queen excluders from the breeding hives, allowing some of the 26 imported African 
queens to escape with swarms. Others have claimed that Kerr’s lab distributed queen cells 
reared from the stock and distributed them across Brazil. The latter doesn’t seem likely as the 
occurrence of the new AHB radiated from a single spot at his Rio Claro field lab and not 
from a series of ‘hot spots’ appearing simultaneously across the country. From their initial 
appearance, the population spread in growing concentric rings around the lab, advancing 300 
miles each year.  There was no way to put them back in the box once they escaped into the 
rainforest.  

It seemed like an unmitigated disaster. The bees were difficult to manage. They stung a lot. 
Some Brazilian beekeepers gave up beekeeping. Hive counts declined. That would change, 
but it would take a decade. Meanwhile, Brazil was ruled by a military dictatorship which 
Kerr vocally opposed. He was imprisoned in 1964 for criticizing government corruption. In 
1969, he was again arrested, this time for protesting that Brazilian soldiers who had raped and 
tortured a nun went unpunished. (3) The military could neither kill Dr. Kerr, nor keep him 
imprisoned for long, because of his international acclaim. Instead, the Brazilian government 
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set about destroying Kerr’s reputation, claiming that he had created assassin bees. The press 
ran with the story. 

Honey bees with African genes are more aggressive than European bees. Beekeepers in 
Brazil had to learn new management skills. Although the venom is the same, more bees 
attack if their colony is disturbed. People have died from massive stings. Some of the traits 
which make Africanized bees exceptional pollinators (refined olfactory sense, quicker 
movements, flights in inclement weather, superior navigation skills) also make them more 
likely to sting en masse. In time, Brazilian farmers learned to manage the bees more safely. 
Managed properly, they made a lot of honey. After the African bees completely colonized the 
country, Brazil’s status as a honey producer went from 43rd in the world to 7th. Partly due to 
superior pollination, Brazil also became a major agricultural producer.  

In 1991, Bob Miese, an American keeping bees in Brazil, produced the film, “The Workable 
Africanized Bee” to expose what he described as misconceptions about AHB.   To build up 
his Brazilian business, Miese collected feral swarms, fitting wedges of brood into 
conventional frames and shaking the associated bees into new hives. He collected AHB from 
bushes and cavities, placed them in Langstroth hives, and trucked them to melon pollination. 

“I’ve heard American scientists say that the Africanized bees don’t produce honey. That is 
wrong. They produce lots of honey.” Indeed, 200-pound crops became common. AHB kept 
Bob Miese in business as a honey-producer and pollinator. In his film, AHB are noticeably 
jumpy but he and his crew generally worked without gloves, and often wore shorts. “The 
Africanized bee can be selected to reduce aggressiveness, just like you would do with 
Italians,” said Miese. 

AHB, the hybrid which Dr. Kerr created, helped turn his impoverished homeland of Brazil 
from a backwater of food production into one of the most prolific honey and agriculture 
countries in the world. In 1994, L.A. Times headlined: “Brazil’s honey production has soared 
since the ornery invaders took over beekeepers’ hives.” (4) But there remained the 
inescapable fact that people were being stung – and killed – by those same bees. 

Killer Bees: How Far Can They Go? 

The dictatorship discredited Kerr and North American media sensationalized the Brazilian 
press releases. In fact, assassin bees, or “killer bees” as they became known, were dangerous. 
Most attacks occurred at the edge of AHB’s northward advance. 

Some of the tragedies were due to lack of caution by people unprepared for the sudden 
appearance of highly defensive bees. The worst attacks usually occurred when AHB arrived 
in new territory. Afterwards, the temperament of the bees, according to beekeepers on the 
scene, cooled – though not to the same level as the old European stock they replaced. Some 
have speculated that this was due to an F1-hybrid effect. Upon arrival, some 
European-Africanized crossing occurs, making a more vigorous offspring. With time, African 
genes dominate over the hardy hybrid and the bees become milder. I have not seen research 
on this speculation. Studies of genetics immediately after arrival, compared to AHB a few 
years later, are rare.  
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Femilarani Antomagesh, a biology graduate student at the University of Calgary, told me that 
people in her Kenyan homeland don’t worry about bee attacks. She showed me photographs 
of the original African bees, landing on a spoon as she offered a bit of honey. “Kenyans,” she 
said, “know that bees are important for pollination.” Beekeepers in Africa know that their 
bees can be defensive at times, but they are not called ‘killers’ and fatal stings are rare. This 
concurs with suggestions that after the initial wave of hybrid bees, AHB behaves more like 
bees in Africa. 

Venezuela provides an example of this effect. AHB reached Venezuela in 1975. Three years 
later, they had fully colonized the country. That year, about 100 people were killed. But in 
1990, 15 years later, there were 12 fatalities. (5) It is unlikely that the sharp decline was 
entirely due to human caution and education. The milder temperament of AHB reported by 
beekeepers probably played a role.  

Nevertheless, Africanized stock are often called killer bees. The name arose in 1964.  It is 
probably not a coincidence that this was the year that Kerr went to prison for criticizing the 
government. By 1973, the term “killer bees” was in broad use, cluttering more and more ink 
until 1999 when usage began to fade. The fear of AHB was also subsiding. Today, the 
expression killer bees is less common in magazines and newspapers than it was 25 years ago. 
(6) 

Killer bees were once regular features in popular culture, sometimes earning top billing in 
thrillers such as Killer Bees (1974), The Swarm (1978), Deadly Invasion (1995), and Killer 
Bees (2002). The best known of the lot, The Swarm, based on Arthur Herzog’s book, is 
remembered today because it tops lists of the worst movies ever made. (7) Sometimes killer 
bees appeared for laughs. Forty years after African stock was released in Brazil, Homer 
Simpson tells Marge not to worry about their missed flight to the sunbelt. “It's okay, Marge,” 
said Homer, “We don't need to go on a trip. We'll just wait for the killer bees to come to us.” 
(8) Twenty-five years later, Homer is still waiting. 

That’s not the way it was supposed to be. Predictions made in the 1980s suggested that the 
Africanized stock should have been terrorizing people as far north as Virginia and Oregon by 
1997.  It was a reasonable forecast, albeit wildly incorrect. AHB reached Texas in 1990. If it 
migrated at its predicted pace (300 miles per year), it would soon be endemic in all warmer 
parts of North America.  But an odd thing happened. The northward expansion slowed. In 
2018, AHB was twenty years behind its expected location. 

The Legacy of Warwick Kerr’s Bees 

Kerr’s Africanized stock is now a permanent fixture of much of the Americas’ ecology. 
Where these bees have settled, 98% of feral colonies are AHB with about twelve swarms per 
square mile. (10) Besides being better tropical honey producers and pollinators, Africanized 
colonies don’t succumb to varroa. Mite medications are not used on AHB in Brazil. 
Africanized workers and queens spend less time than their European counterparts developing 
in their cells. Since mites only reproduce while hidden in capped brood cells, the mites don’t 
have as many offspring as when coupled with slower-developing European pupae. Today, 
much of the world’s organic honey is produced by Africanized honey bees in Brazil’s forests. 
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The honey is doubly organic – produced in areas untouched by pesticides and produced in 
unmedicated hives.  

Africanized stock is now preferred by some beekeepers in the United States where its 
resistance to varroa and its superior honey production has made it a favourite. I spoke to 
California beekeeper Susan Rudnicki. “I won’t keep any other type of honey bee,” she told 
me. Rudnicki has kept bees for nine years and has 30 colonies. Some sit on large estates in 
Beverly Hills. All are fully Africanized. She agrees that they are more animated than 
European stock. “You lift the lid on an Italian and the bees just sit there. My African bees are 
more lively, moving around on the top bars and sometimes flying up at me. But in nine years, 
I’ve only had two colonies which were too temperamental to keep in a backyard. I gave them 
to a friend who keeps a hundred AHB hives on the edge of a big avocado grove.” 

 

Susan Rudnicki operates chemical-free Africanized stock on foundationless frames. 

She laments that ten years ago a research scientist spoke to a nearby bee club, claiming that 
Africanized bees are so ferocious that they will smash into a veil and spray venom onto a 
beekeeper’s face. That story scared a lot of beekeepers. I don’t know if it actually happened 
to anyone. It’s certainly not been Rudnicki’s experience.  

Susan Rudnicki started with Africanized stock when she began beekeeping. An enthusiastic 
organic gardener, she said that she didn’t want to have bees that needed miticides to stay 
alive. With her biology background, it made sense to her that untreated bees (“survivor 
stock”) would have some resistance to pests. Rudnicki has seen the occasional phoretic mite, 
but they are rare in her hives. She prefers Africanized stock for their hardiness and honey 
production, but particularly because they survive without mite treatments.  

Meanwhile, my niece, keeping bees in Arizona, is not so enthralled. I asked Monica King if 
she liked AHB. “Not so much,” she told me. My niece grew up rearing queens and extracting 
honey with her father, my brother David Miksa. She remembers the gentle stock her father 
still breeds in central Florida. “Beekeeping with Africanized stock isn’t much fun,” she said. 
“They are too unpredictable.” She described a recent bee rescue. This summer, at a residence 
near Tucson, she collected feral AHB bees on comb while the homeowner and his family 
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huddled around her. No one was stung. But two weeks after the bees were relocated, they 
became explosive. She requeened the hive with a European queen and their manners quickly 
improved. Her preference is to continue requeening Africanized stock and that’s what she 
teaches beekeepers whom she mentors.  

 

Monica King, inspecting a colony which started as an AHB rescue hive. She requeened it with a European queen. 

The Real Warwick Kerr 

Warwick Kerr’s seven children became physicians and professors. His grandchildren 
remember hikes through gardens where he taught them the Latin names of flowers and 
explained how bees visited each type of blossom. He loved teaching and was described as 
spellbinding and charismatic.  He was also described as a bit formal, not one to hug or 
express feelings openly – though he had a good sense of humour.  
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Warwick Kerr, center, at his Ribeirão Preto lab in 1968 

His students respected his enthusiasm and energy (he worked 70-hour weeks) and he was 
keenly interested in their success. But he did not suffer fools. He would explain something 
once, maybe twice, but then you had better go away and come back properly prepared.  

 

Dr Kerr, right, with his son, physics professor Dr Amerigo Sansigolo Kerr, Warwick Kerr’s laboratory 

Kerr’s academic and civic accomplishments were formidable. He was largely responsible for 
establishing the study of genetics in Brazil. He was a director of the National Institute for 
Research in the Amazon. At the University of São Paulo, he established the Department of 
Genetics, which focuses on entomological and human genetics, using mathematical biology 
and biostatistics. Later, at the Universidade Estadual do Maranhão, he created the Department 
of Biology and served as Dean of the University. Kerr had memberships in the Brazilian 
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(7) The Sunday Times described The Swarm as "simply the worst film ever made" via The Guardian, April 26, 2001. 

(8) The Simpsons, "Fear of Flying" Season 6, Episode 11, December 18, 1994. 

(9) Kerr, Warwick, S. de Leon del Rio, M.D. Barrionuevo. 1982. "The Southern limits of the distribution of the Africanized 

honey bee in South America", American Bee Journal 122: 196-98.  

(10) Rangel, Juliana, et al., 2016. "Africanization of a feral honey bee (Apis mellifera) population in South Texas: does a 

decade make a difference?" Ecology and Evolution, 6:2158–2169. 

 

The author, Ron Miksha,(photo on right)  is currently engaged in bee ecology 

research at the University of Calgary. Ron was a commercial honey producer and 

queen breeder. He can be reached via badbeekeepingblog.com 
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Feelers and Antennae 
By Edward Hill NKBKA 

As children we used always call the little bits waving about on the top of the head of                  
an insect the feelers. We never really knew why we called them feelers, but they               
always seemed to be waving about looking for something.  
 
Lots of insects have these appendages on top of their head which we now know to                
be Antennae.  
Insects such as, Butterflies Moths, Bumblebees and Honey Bees are insects we            
would be familiar with that have antennae. Butterflies’ antennae help them balance,            
locate flowers and navigate, Moths’ antennae are used for smell or attracting            
females, Bumblebees and Honey Bees are similar but differ in their functions. 
 
While studying for the Senior Scientific IBA Clg exam Antennae came up as part of a                
question on the Central nervous system. In Honey bees the Central Nervous System             
(CNS) consists of the nerves, the central nervous system made up of seven ganglia              
with double ventral nerve cord and the sense organs which include the Eyes, Legs              
and Antennae.  
 
The Antennae it turns out are a fascinating organ, There are two one each side of                
the head and consist of three parts the Scape at the base of the antenna, Pedicel in                 
the middle and the Flagellum at the end which is divided up into small parts called                
segments, the technical term for these are Flagellomeres. They even have their own             
blood supply from the antennal vesicle located in the head. 
 
In the Drone, the flagellum is longer with eleven segments while the females both              
worker and Queen have ten segments. It is similar in Bumblebees and can be an aid                
in identifying males from females. 
Where the pedicle and the scape join a joint allows for movement of the flagellum in                
all directions and while it is segmented it moves as one complete section. 
 
The flagellum itself consists of many sense organs these are called the Sensilla and              
is the collective name for sense organs in a bee excluding the eyes. There are               
thousands of sensillae on the Flagellum and they each react to only one stimulus.              
They each have very difficult names such as Basiconica Placodea, and           
Campaniformia to name just three. The common name for some are plates, pits and              
pegs some are called chemoreceptors which react to chemicals and are associated            
with taste and smell. Others react to carbon dioxide levels, relative humidity, stress             
on the cuticle, touch, vibrations both in the hive and while flying. 
 
Within the hive the different castes have different functions and the Antennae            
contributes to these. 
In Queens they can sense colony odours. 
The workers sense Queen and Brood pheromone, carbon dioxide levels along with            
taste from nectar, floral odours, relative humidity, and gravity. 
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Convention in Galway Nov. 2nd & 3rd 2018 
 

 
 
From left;  Gearóid ÓFathaigh (sec. GBKA), Jacqueline Glisson (Chair IBA CLG), Cllr. 
Noel Larkin (deputy Mayor Galway City), Michael Hughes (Chair GBKA & MC). 
 
 
The Bee na G convention held at the Connacht Hotel on Nov. 2nd & £rd last was a 
resounding success with practitioners from the length and breadth of the country 
participating. 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD5fVM6P4qUQ0ED9yksvCVA?view_as=subscriber


Holly Trees from Future Forest 
By David Lee North Cork Beekeepers 
Association 

Future Forests has very kindly offered each 
IBA clg  association two holly trees. 
In return the IBA clg has supplied two 
decorative hives for a bee friendly area in 
Bantry that Future Forests and the tidy 
towns will be planting. 
Thank you to Donal Kelleher for starting the 
ball rolling on this collaboration and to Mick 
O Neill WKBA for supplying the hives. 
 
 
Kildorrery Community Council were 

delighted when David Lee presented them 

with a number of  Holly Trees for there 

garden, they were a gift to the Beekeepers 

of Ireland CLG from Future Forest Bantry 

who distributed them trough Donal 

Kelleher Dunmanway . Kildorrery have won 

a number of awards for there garden and 

recently won healthy village award for the 

second time from Muintir na Tire’s pride in 

our Community award. 

They are very aware of the need to look 

after the environment and are always 

planting shrubs and trees that are suitable 

for bees and birds. for the past 10 years they have increased there marks on the tidy towns 

competition nationally  and on the eastern side of the Village they have developed  a wild 

flower meadow approx.  1 ha and last summer it was in full bloom  visit it on a weekly basis 

and it is wonderful to see a buddleia covered in butterflies it has winter flowering heathers 

which provide nectar and  pollen at a time when food is very scarce.  In early spring it has a 

large variety of plants such as berberis darwinii, crocus, and flowering currant, later it has 

herbs such as thyme and sage, clover and apple blossom 
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Marketing and Selling Local Honey 
By Stephen Gallagher NKBA 

Hey Folks 

 

Steve here, I’m the guy who’s promoting Irish beekeeping to integrate with the internet, 

because there are many improvements possible. For this to work there needs to be a plan, 

and I have one that might work but I need your support to make it happen. 

 

I’ve built a system where beekeepers can access the untapped demand that exists online for 

your honey, and make it as easy as possible for customers to buy from & support us. This 

system is called findyourkeeper.ie, I haven’t yet launched it, still a little off my target of 10 

producers across the country, enough so the concept works, I’ve got 3 ready to go, and 

about the same again there or there abouts. The next few weeks are peak annual demand 

for honey online, and we can tap into that almost immediately. 

 

It’s really early days of the project, if you get involved you’re coming in young so especially 

things like the training material, (which are admittedly crude), you’ll need to play around 

with it to work it out, there’s not loads to learn but the system functionally works, it’s tested 

and you can get going pretty quickly, and there’s loads of people looking to buy from you.  

It’s not facebook easy to use, but you don’t need to program or code anything, just enter 

descriptions, prices and a few pictures of your produce & I’ll do the rest.  

 

I got involved in beekeeping locally a few years ago, really liked the group, ended up helping 

out, learnt loads quickly. I moderate the facebook page, which consists of mainly the 

following interactions: 1. Help I have bees on my stuff, 2. When is your next beginners 

course, 3. How can I buy local honey? 

 

The second question is easy to answer, but the other two are not, I was unable to answer 

those questions most of the time. I put together a site called Swarms.ie this year, 200 of us 

nationally collected 60 swarms so far reported by the public. More next year. 

 

Beekeeping is an odd business in that most people have less than 20 hives, you generally 

don’t end up spending huge amounts of those earnings reinvested back into advertising, or 

building a brand, you spend it on beekeeping, and maybe you take a bit for yourself. This 

grows your market reach slowly, limiting it down to the rate people find you in markets & by 

word of mouth. It can be far more efficient than that however. 

 

A beekeeping mentor asked me to build him a website when I was very new to everything, I 

hadn’t built a website before having more a video\graphic type background, but looked into 

it as he asked. So, it could be done, you could DIY for 100 & a learning curve or pay 500 for 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vVAMAt8neg&t=3s
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SellHoneyOnline/


Thanks for reading  Stephen Gallagher 
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http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/horticulture/horticultureschemes/


https://bitli.pro/qUZv_981d0b5c
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/coillte-sites-and-agreement.html
https://www.coillte.ie/our-forests/explore/permits/
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Book Review 
By Mary O Riordan from Beacharie Corcaigh 

“The Ethics of Beekeeping” By John M Whitaker. 

Published by Northern Bee Books, 

Scout Bottom Farm, 

Mytholmroyd, 

Hebden Bridge HX7 5JS (UK) 

Available from Northern Bee Books. Price £20/€23 

 

This is not a big book, just 116 pages. John 

Whitaker has been beekeeping for twenty-five 

years; this book tries to set out where in 

beekeeping there are ethical choices to be made. The choices are complicated as they effect 

not just the beekeeper, but also the welfare of the bees, other beekeepers, and society in 

general. It is not a book to tell you how to keep bees, how you choose to keep bees is your 

decision. The book simply rehearses for the reader the ethical arguments that may arise 

when keeping bees. 

In each chapter he discusses the different choices beekeeper have to make i.e, wooden hive 

vs. polystyrene, in the last twenty years or so, there has been a move to manufacturing hive 

from polystyrene, while it has a lot of advantages being lighter and warmer in winter, and 

cheaper. The disadvantages are the raw material is manufactured from oil, a non-renewable 

source, and are difficult to sterilise. Wooden hives can be sterilised by passing a blow torch 

flame across inside, this is not possible with polystyrene, which need to be scrubbed with a 

solution of washing soda or similar. 

In chapter 3 he discusses natural beekeeping vs. managed colonies. In recent years there 

has been an increased interest in natural beekeeping. Natural beekeepers point out that 

there are several good reasons to keep bees besides the acquisition of honey. Honeybees 

are one of the most important pollinators both of crops and flora Natural beekeepers aim to 

prioritise the wellbeing of the bees. This is achieved by designing hives which more closely 

meet the natural needs of the bees, reducing the number of times the hive is opened, 

ensuring that apiaries are not overstocked with bees, minimising the use of manufactured 

foundation, not using queen excluders, not practising migratory beekeeping, and avoiding as 

much as possible treating with medications. Natural beekeepers maintain that this results in 

more placid and healthier bees. 
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NIHBS conference and AGM
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Being a new Beekeeper is exciting, rewarding,       
and can be difficult. While keeping bees       
reconnects you with nature - the seasons, the        
weather the flowers, the trees – on which all         
bees are so dependent. Different Beekeepers      
have differing interests: Honey Production,     
Queen Rearing, Nuclei Production, Candle     
Making, Bee Wax products, etc., which you can        
easily learn in a buddy system. 
  
As part of North Kildare Beekeepers      
Association educational program, we started a      
Bee Buddy system. New beekeepers can be       
partnered with other beekeepers new and old       
and is totally voluntary. 
  
Beekeeping, especially for a beginner, is so       
much easier when you can bounce ideas off        
another Beekeeper; talk about what you are       
seeing, and what you notice in their hives, and         
what they see in yours. 
  
A "Bee Buddy" is someone who may be starting         

out at the same time as you. It may be an experienced Beekeeper. Participation is entirely voluntary                 
and it is for each group to establish for themselves. The degree of mutual support required or                 
offered to group members can be decided. Please understand that the Bee Buddy will not do your                 
job of keeping your bees for you. They will guide and help the learning process and you may gain a                    
great friend along the way. Pairing up with someone who lives locally and who has some                
beekeeping experience can help steady any nerves, as well as help to answer any of the (many)                 
questions that you have about looking after your bees and hive. 
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If you are really lucky, or persistent, you may be able to encourage an experienced Beekeeper to be                  
your Bee Buddy. It is also an excellent way to share costs. Who needs their own €200 extractor for                   
spinning honey off the comb?! 
  
Small groups of 2+ Bee Buddies can benefit from socialising but also learn from each other and it can                   
also provide an extra set of eyes to help beekeepers through all of the "firsts." You can compare                  
notes, visit each other’s hives, research information, borrow equipment, and share observations            
and, if you are lucky, share costs when ordering equipment or purchasing equipment. Caution of               
course is needed to ensure clean boots and disposable gloves worn when visiting different hives and                
preferably, separate hive tools etc. 
  
Buddy up with a friend or would-be beekeeper to learn together and share the responsibility. One                
person to observe and another to record, four eyes observing are better than two for identifying                
diseases and abnormalities within the hive. Four hands are better than two, when it comes to                
harvest time, heavy honey supers are made lighter with two pairs of hands, for example, Assisting                
with Swarms, someone to hold the ladder!!!! Equally, to provide hands on experience to new               
Beekeepers, for instance, Apiary visits and for Bee Buddies Groups to provide opportunities for              
seasoned beekeepers to share their knowledge. 
  
Beekeeping organisations can inspire and nurture their members using this Bee Buddy concept and              
help to build small beekeeper regional communities so members can help each other to provide               
opportunities for developing Bee Buddy relationships and the sharing/networking of local Native            
Irish Bee stock; sharing brood, Queen Cells, Queens or young larvae for queen breeding 
  
Bee Cafés (for want of a better word) are where larger groups and can meet at any time of the week                     
and even in the evening for discussion and socialising. In a Bee Café, beekeepers from the local area                  
get together and talk or socialise, or even just to drink coffee or tea. There are topics that can make                    
for a great discussion such as feeding or not, treating or not! Swarm prevention, swarm collecting.                
Beekeepers love to talk about bees, and beekeeping. 
  
As a beekeeper with a busy life, family and full-time employment and other pastimes (Golf Cycling                
GAA). The challenges for most Beekeepers today, dealing with the many changing conditions: Time              
management, climate, the environment, pests or disease, this can be halved by the buddy system.               
Bee Buddy friendships that are created generally are long lasting. Having a friendly support system               
often makes the difference between continuing to keep bees even after some colonies fail. 
  
In conclusion – we are very pleased with how the Bee Buddy group has performed in its first year,                   
with seasoned beekeepers helping newbies (in conjunction with mentoring via our 2 association             
apiaries at The Curragh and in Leixlip) and we highly recommend this initiative to other beekeeping                
associations. 
  

~~~~~ 
  

North Kildare Beekeepers Association 

Bee Buddies discuss many topics over coffee every 3rd Wednesday in Johnstown Garden Centre Café. 
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