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Poetry Corner
Haiku 

By Garrett Dempsey NKBA

Furuike ya 
Kawazu tobikomu 
Mizu no oto

Japanese



Haiku is a very short form of 
Japanese poetry. 
 
Matsuo Basho (1644-1694) is 
Japan's most famous poet. 
Haiku poetry is now popular 
outside Japan. 
 
Learn more about it here - try 
writing one yourself!  
There are some basic rules, 
at least for the traditional style 

An old pond 
A frog leaps in. 
The sound of water.

English

http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/style-and-usage/rules-for-writing-haiku.html


The Artificial Swarm 
Method of Swarm 

Control
By Jacqui Glisson WCBKA

Last month Jim regaled us with his  
"very modified" version of the 
artificial swarm. This month I 
thought I would show you the bog 
standard version.  
In a swarm, the old queen leaves 
with the flying bees and enough 
honey to build comb to establish a 
new colony.  As a beekeeper, one 
has control of everything, except 
the flying bees. We know that the 
flying bees will always return to the 
original colony site thanks to their 
ability to orientate. Once you see 
swarm cells, put the original brood 
box off to one side.  



Place a new hive on the original 
site. Into that new hive place: 
Ten frames of undrawn foundation. 
The old queen on the frame she 
was located on, minus any queen 
cells. 
The supers with honey.  
 
They are going to need the stores 
to draw out all that foundation. The 
flying bees on returning from their 
foraging, feet laden with pollen, 
find that they have nowhere to 
unload their pollen. Suddenly the 
pressure is on. The queen has 
nowhere to lay as it is all undrawn 
foundation.  

Original site



They switch from forging for pollen 
to foraging for nectar. This is needed 
to build comb so that the queen can 
start laying again. They will be way 
too busy to think about swarming 
again. This colony on the original 
site becomes your artificial swarm.

New site
Place the original brood box with 
all its queen cells and brood off to 
the side, but still within three feet 
of the original side. 
Face the entrance in the same 
direction as the new hive on the 
original site.  
Remove all sealed queen cells. I 
know this seems wrong, but we 
have no idea when the cells were 
sealed, and as a  



consequence have no idea when 
the virgins will hatch. We remove 
these sealed cells so that we have 
some control over the timing of the 
hatching of the virgins.  
Once sealed, queen cells take 8 
days to hatch, so the original brood 
box with its unsealed cells is left for 
7 days on the new site. During that 
time the queen cells will be sealed 
and some of the nurse bees will 
have become foragers.  

7 days later
After 7 days, before the first virgin 
hatches:  
Move the old brood box to the 
opposite side of the new hive that 
has been placed on the original 
site (the one containing  



the old queen and flying bees). 
Those new foragers who learnt to fly 
in the last week will return to the site 
of the original brood box, and finding 
that it is no longer there will enter 
the closest colony. That will be the 
artificial swarm, in the new hive. 
This will augment the population of 
foragers in the artificial swarm and 
add to the honey crop.  
At this stage you can give the old 
brood box a feed. 
There is no need to open the old 
brood box again. By moving the 
colony after 7 days, all the flying 
bees will enter the artificial swarm. 
The brood box with all the queen 
cells will have no flying bees for 
the emerging virgins to swarm 
with. You can safely leave the 



colony with the now sealed queen 
cells alone for three weeks, during 
which time the virgins will hatch, 
and the strongest will prevail. She 
will go out and get mated, and take 
over the colony. Now the 
beekeeper has his two colonies 
with the strongest and best queen 
that the bees themselves have 
selected and nourished.



Video on how to do the 
Artificial Swarm Method of 
Swarm Control

If this fails, a member of the 
public can always contact our 
new swarms 999.

Watch laterWatch later ShareShare



Are you interested in catching 
local swarms? 
 
Do you want to get alerted about 
swarms when they happen?  
 
Then Swarms.ie is the website for 
you, Ireland’s first all-digital 
honeybee rescue network. 

By Stephen Gallagher NKBKA



During International Pollinator 
week, Swarms.ie launched to 
assist the public in helping them 
with an unexpected swarm of 
honeybees. Currently there are 
over 150 beekeepers (growing 
daily!) across the country waiting 
to be alerted for a honeybee 
swarm, yet we need more local 
responders for the concept to 
work. 
 
The goal of the network is to have 
an available beekeeper less than 
30KM from the person reporting 
the swarm across the island, so 
that the nearest beekeeper doesn’t 
have to travel extremely far to 
collect it, or for the swarm to leave 
by the time they get there, 



or to be moving potential disease 
to somewhere that disease is not 
already present. Locality is 
important basically. 
 
So how does it work? 
 
The person with the swarm notifies 
the website, (the website 
advertises its service on behalf of 
its responders) within 60 minutes 
the swarm is confirmed (by me) to 
be honeybees by the reporter 
sending a picture, then the risk of 
the swarm is assessed.  
If the swarm is on the eve of a two-
story home, or its really 
bumblebees, or the bees have 
been living in a wall cavity for 20 
years or insert story about  



honeybees that shouldn’t be 
attempted by a beekeeper ever, et 
cetera. These points are collected 
by me and the risk taken into 
account with the appropriate 
advice given to the person 
reporting the swarm, like 
“unfortunately we can’t help when 
dealing with wasps”, or “yes, a 
swarm on a low hanging branch is 
something a local beekeeper can 
help you with”. 



If the swarm turns out to be 
recoverable by a local beekeeper 
with minimal risk, it is at this point 
the nearest member of the 
network to the swarm is 
contacted, usually by text.  
The text will offer the swarm to 
the beekeeper and mention the 
general area the swarm is in and 
its condition (height, how long 
there, size of swarm if available). 
If the beekeeper accepts it & is 
available to do so, then the 
details of the swarm are passed 
on via text and the reporter 
notified to expect a call. The 
beekeeper then makes contact 
with the reporter and arranges a 
site visit. 



If the initial beekeeper contacted for 
whatever reason can’t assist, the 
next nearest beekeeper is 
contacted and so on until someone 
can assist or I run out of 
beekeepers to contact! 
The goal is to get a local beekeeper 
in contact with the person reporting 
the swarm within 2 hours of it being 
reported, so the beekeeper has a 
decent chance to actually save the 
swarm.  



Swarms.ie is like calling 999 for 
swarms. 
The service is good for 
beekeepers as it filters the calls to 
genuine honeybee calls, filters the 
risky calls away from local 
beekeepers and supplies the 
quickest response achievable to 
the closest beekeeper who can 
actually help.  
It also tries to avoid time wasting 
from calls that are non-actionable 
(wasps\bumblebees or the 
swarms likely to kill you). It also 
advertises for the benefit of the 
group across the country as a 
single ‘brand’. 
The service is good for the public 
as it can mean rapid assistance 
without spending 100’s of euro’s  



when it is unnecessary and it might 
be faster than contacting an 
association for help. I’m thinking 
most secretaries will know what I 
mean here.  
It’s good for bees as the bees 
collected by beekeepers have the 
best chances of survival. Hopefully 
the swarm doesn’t end up in a cavity 
wall that needs an exterminator to 
solve, or a kango hammer, or worse. 
 
Certain swarms may not be alerted 
to beekeepers in all cases, even 
achievable ones. NUIG are currently 
looking for information about wild 
swarms in order to study for 
disease\varroa resistance & 
adaptation. If someone reports a 
swarm that appears to be a wild   



colony, surviving in the wild without 
human assistance, these alerts will 
first be offered to this NUIG project. 
 
A long-term goal of the swarms.ie 
project, is the inclusion of a data 
collection feature, that a beekeeper 
collecting a swarm can use in order 
to obtain vital statistics about the 
swarm and document it. Data points 
of interest are things like location of 
the swarm, temperature at the time 
of collection, and the date the 
swarm arrived.  
While it may be fruitless to collect 
such potentially random data that 
shows no pattern over time, as no 
entity currently tracks swarming, 
there is no data to study and inspect 
for any patterns of value. I’ll wait  



and see in a few years if the data 
is at all valuable and let you know. 
Ireland being an island nation with 
a relatively small community of 
beekeepers, a swarming database 
of this nature could potentially 
work, at the very least beekeepers 
will get access to the most swarms 
possible for their area. 
 
The ethos of the service is quid 
pro quo, the reporter doesn’t pay 
for an easy swarm collection, nor 
does the beekeeper in order to be 
alerted to the free swarm, so no 
money changes hands by any 
party, ever.  
If Swarms.ie is something that 
interests you and you would like to 
learn more about becoming part of 



 the responder’s network, please 
check out the literature at this link:  
 
https://swarms.ie/home/signup/ho
w_it_works/

Once happy to sign up, you can 
do so here: 
https://swarms.ie/home/signup  
 
 
Like and follow on facebook!  
Happy swarm hunting! 
 
Stephen Gallagher 
Swarms.ie 
 

https://swarms.ie/home/signup/how_it_works/
https://swarms.ie/home/signup


Two ways to house swarms

Video courtesy Pat Deasy. Housing a 
swarm in a cow dung and reed hive

Video courtesy Mick O'Neill



Heat wave in Ireland: 
how does it affect the 

nectar flow?

The weather the last week has 
been unreal. Temperatures 
reaching up to 29 degrees here in 
Castletownbere. As I slap on 
some more Factor 50, I can't help 
wondering how the bees are 
coping with these extreme 
weather conditions. 
 
I have to wonder, are the high 
temperatures affecting the nectar 
flow? In other words, can I go to 
the beach or do I need to make up 
more supers? 

Jacqui Glisson West Cork BKA



We know weather plays a 
significant role in a plant's ability to 
secrete nectar.They have an 
optimal temperature range at which 
they can produce nectar, 
depending on location and type of 
plant. 
 
In spring when it is cold we expect 
there to be less flow on, but in high 
temperatures, and when there is 
less water available, like what is 
happening at the moment in certain 
parts of Ireland, plants stop 
secreting nectar. 
We all love the sound of fanning 
and the smell of nectar in the apiary 
at the end of a long summers day. 
It's the smell and sound of the bees 
processing the nectar after a hard 
day foraging. The following graph  



by Arnia Hive Monitoring Systems, 
shows this nicely. The graph shows 
weight increase (pink line), the peak 
flight noise (green line), and mean 
fanning (black line).  The overall 
weight goes up –with the daily 
variances shown clearly. During the 
day the weight increases, and you 
see the flight noise peaking. At night, 
when the bees do a lot of nighttime 
fanning to evaporate the water in the 
nectar, the weight drops. The fact that 
the overall weight of the hive 
increases, means that there is a 



Nectar Dearth
The opposite of nectar flow is when 
there is no nectar available for bees 
to forage on.  
 
James Claxton will be illuminating 
the well known ‘June Gap’, in the 
next article. 
In essence there is a sudden 
reduction in the availability of pollen 
and nectar. This is a period just after 
Spring flowering in May, and before 
Summer flowering in July and 
August, where not many plants 
flower. 
 
A good example can be seen in the 
following graph : 

nectar flow on.



This graph from Arnia shows warm 
June weather with good daytime 
temperatures (green line), no 
rainfall (as shown by flat red line at 
the bottom) and the bees out flying  
(yellow line). However hive weight 
is static/slight decline (blue line). 
 
These hives were located in an 
area of arable farmland in the UK, 
with a predominance of Oil Seed 
Rape (OSR). Once the OSR had 
finished flowering in May, there was 
no local forage for the bees. 



This shows the effect of intensive 
monoculture with very little natural 
wild flower or trees. In the UK this 
is referred to as the June Gap. In 
these sort of landscapes 
beekeepers sometimes have to 
feed bees in June, or move them. 
 
Based on anecdotal evidence it 
appears that the June Gap does 
not occur in all areas of the UK, or 
even every year, but it is common 
enough to be established in 
beekeeping folklore. The weather 
will affect the times when plants 
flower and can make the gap 
greater or smaller. Also, some 
plants will be in flower – just less of 
them.



So that's the theory. 
 
I then decided to go to the hives for 
my weekly check. The colonies have 
managed to draw foundation and fill 
a super with nectar in less than a 
week. The brood boxes are jammed 
with honey, the queens have 
nowhere to lay and the bees are 
making swarm cells. 
 
No June gap here then. Back to the 
shed to make up more supers. 
Happy days ! 



The June Gap 
By James Claxton Co Waterford BKA

We are now entering the June Gap. 
Just like other well known gaps, 
such as Gap of Dunloe or lesser 
known ones where sheep might 
come through, “The June Gap” is 
something we must get through. In 
beekeeping terms it signifies an in- 
between time when forage crops, 
like whitethorn, are finished and 
other important sources of nectar 
and pollen, like blackberry, have not 
yet emerged. In times past there 
were years in which beekeepers 
had to feed their colonies in order to 
bring them forward to the productive 
end of the season, when white 
clover and blackberry were in 
flower. 



Recent years have seen the 
demise of white clover as part of 
our grassland cover in which rye 
grass is predominant. The latter is 
of no use to honey or other bees. 
The story with blackberry is more 
encouraging as it thrives in 
hedgerows, on waste ground 
everywhere and on the edges of 
woodland. As many gardeners can 
testify it is an extremely difficult 
plant to get rid of. 
In case it hasn’t been noticed the 
seasons are changing. Whitethorn 
bloom was magnificent this year 
and it lasted well into June in 
places. As I write blackberry is 
flowering. Now there are many 
varieties of blackberry and there 
are many different habitats within  



our county yet many of them 
appear to be breaking “The June 
Gap”, which is becoming 
something of a bygone 
phenomenon.Bees and 
beekeepers have no choice but to 
adopt to these new and changing 
conditions of climate and habitat. 
The introduction of so-called alien 
species like Indian Balsam, which 
has become widespread in parts of 
the county, has had the advantage 
of extending the foraging season 
well into autumn. So too has 
heather, of course, but it is a more 
fickle crop and does not yield every 
year. Another source which yields 
only intermittently is Lime, the Tilia 
species, of which there are over 
thirty different varieties. The most  



common is the large leafed lime 
which flowers in July (or used to) 
and needs high humidity and high 
temperatures to yield its nectar. 
While we may often have one or the 
other of these conditions we do not 
often have both occurring together. 
Honey from the Lime or Linden 
trees is described as having a 
“minty” flavour and has a hint of 
green colouring but we rarely 
experience this in abundance in 
Ireland. 
Apart from heather honey, which 
can be found as a so-called 
monofloral honey, nearly all our 
honey is multifloral, that is, it comes 
from many sources mixed together. 
This is also helped by the fact that 
Irish beekeepers generally extract  



honey once in the season when 
spring and summer sources are 
mixed together. Now some will 
argue that it is this mixture which 
makes our honey so unique and 
gives it its special taste. 
Our Association spent part of its 
June Gap manning a stand at the 
recently held Waterford County 
Fair at Curraghmore Estate in 
Portlaw. On our stand we had a 
demonstration hive with a frame of 
bees containing workers, a few 
drones and one red marked queen. 
Spotting the queen became a very 
popular endeavour for many young 
and old visiting the stand and it 
became clear that young eyes are 
far better at this task. For those of 
us with not so young eyesight this  



"Found her"

Colette O' Connell lending a hand





was no revelation. Indeed it 
reminds us that we need new and 
younger blood among our ranks. 
The interest and excitement of 
beekeeping was conveyed to a 
whole new group of people and 
hopefully will result in some new 
recruits to our craft in the coming 
years. One young visitor named 
Nikita provided our stand with a 
lovely drawing of a Queen Bee 
travelling with her packed 
suitcase!



James Claxton, Co. WBKA, helps 
to locate the Queen!



Waterford Fair
By Colette O' Connell Co Waterford BKA

Members of The Co. Waterford 
Beekeepers' Association, also 
members of The Irish 
Beekeepers' Association CLG,  
attended the recent hugely 
successful Co. Waterford Fair, on 
Sunday the 10th June last, which 
was hosted at Curraghmore 
Estate, Portlaw, Co. Waterford.  
Listeners to RTE Radio 1 will 
have heard that Curraghmore 
Estate, 2,500 acre home to Lord 
Waterford, is the largest private 
estate in all of Ireland and was the 
venue of Waterford's recent 
County Fair. All monies raised 
went to The Make A Wish 



Foundation, a children’s charity 
which grants the wishes of children 
with life-threatening medical 
conditions and gives them hope, 
strength and joy – and this is the 
second successive year in which 
the charity  benefited from the 
event,  
The day-long event began at 10am 
and included jousting, sheep dog 
trials, poultry displays, falconry, 
dressage and  much more. 
Fair-goers had the opportunity to 
try their hand at fly fishing, archery, 
fairy door painting and so much 
more, Committee Chairperson, Jo 
Breheny, explained in the run up to 
the event. 
 
“There’s a distinctive carnival 
atmosphere this year. We’ve totally  



changed the layout of the event so 
visitors can ramble at their leisure 
and see everything at their ease. 
There’s so much to see and do. 
We really encourage people to 
come along and spend the day 
with us. 
“We’ve delighted to have the 
jousters back as they were a huge 
attraction over the past two years. 
All of the popular attractions are 
back, such as live music and 
beekeeping. There’s a chance to 
help paint a mural with a Waterford 
Greenway theme and take a virtual 
reality tour of the Greenway. Paul 
O’Brien and his team will be giving 
helpful tips on how to train your 
dog and we’ve lots of prizes for the 
best dressed fairy on what we 



believe will be a very magical and 
special day.” 
As readers will be aware from  a 
previous issue of the IBA 
newsletter, Waterford is set to 
become Ireland's first pollinator 
friendly city and county and with 
the All Ireland Pollinator Plan, All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan - 
Biodiversity Ireland originating in 
the city of Waterford, what better 
way to support pollinators then by 
having a mural with the theme of 
pollinators on the infamous 
Waterford Greenway!  Attendees 
were educated about honey bees 
and pollinating insects and their 
importance for crop pollination, 
(and hence, food production), on 
the day.   

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/irish-pollinator-initiative/all-ireland-pollinator-plan/


One young participant presented 
the Co. WBKA with a drawing 
which she hopes will be included 
in the Greenway Mural, with it's 
Pollinator theme.  This will be 
done in partnership with artists 
involved in the Waterford Walls 
Art! 
Watch this spot for future 
updates! 
 
A special thanks to Tomás, Jim 
and David who were great as the 
team to put the Beekeeping 
show in situ.  And a very special 
thanks to Lorraine and Yvonne 
who ably supported from behind 
the scenes.  Well done to you 
all!



All photos of the show courtesy of 
David Leahy  

James Claxton and Tomás Murray 
working hard



Well done to you all, great effort.



Artificial Insemination 
Workshop

We had our first AI workshop this 
month in Castletownbere. 
 
It was a great success. I wish I could 
say that no bees were harmed in the 
making of the video, but the drones 
would definitely disagree. 

Watch laterWatch later ShareShare



Ger Dooley 3 Counties BKA

Two methods to Clip and 
Mark your Queens

Watch laterWatch later ShareShare



This month's Beekeeping Tip
By Garrett Dempsey NKBA

If you like to make up fuel 
cartridges for your smoker, try 
putting the your smoker fuel eg 
hessian, jute, cardboard or straw 
into a used coffee cup sleeve of 
the right diameter. 
This holds the materials together 
until you're ready to use in your 
smoker.  
I like to cut hessian sacks and 
corrugated cardboard into approx 
10 cm wide strips, roll one over the 
other into a cylinder shape, and 
then stuff that into one of these 
sleeves.  



Beekeeping Etymology
Etymology is the study of the origin 
or history of words.  
 
Etymology of the word BEE. 
A bee 
From Middle English bee,  
from Old English bēo, 
from Proto-Germanic *bijō 
(compare West Frisian and Dutch 
bij, Upper German Beie, 
Danish and Swedish bi),  
from Proto-Indo-European *bʰi- 
(compare Old Irish bech (“bee”), 
Welsh bydaf (“beehive”),  
Latin fūcus (“drone”),  
Latvian bite (“bee”),  
Russian пчела́ (pčelá, “bee”)). 



Beacha = Irish 
 
Abeille = French 
 
Biene = German 
 
пчела / pchela = Russian 
 
pszczoła = Polish 
 
ape (pronounce ah-pay) = Italian 
 
abeja = Spanish 
 
蜂 Hachi = Japanese 
 



The Preliminary 
Beekeeping 

Examination 2018 - 
Final Report 

The Education Board has been 
working away on preparing and 
delivering the first Preliminary 
Examination under the auspices of 
IBA CLG. 
Of course this was made possible 
by the commitment of some willing 
workers.The preparation of exam 
questions and syllabus was 
collated by Professor Brendán Ó 
Cochláin from his immense body of 
knowledge on the subject. 

By Michael Hughes Education Officer



The Education Board, Pauline 
Walsh, Billy O’ Rourke and Michael 
Hughes defined the examination 
procedure. 
 
The various tutors in the 
Associations across the country 
delivered the courses to prepare 
the candidates for this first step in 
the ladder of learning for 
beekeepers.   
 
Of course this examination is 
entirely optional, and is not “de-
rigeur” by any means. It is required 
as a first step before going on to 
Intermediate and Senior etc. 
The Association Secretaries acted 
as the focus for organising the 
examination at their centres, and 
there were 6 in total.   



54 Candidates applied to sit the 
examination and 47 attended on 
the day. Of course we regret the 
inability of some to sit the 
examination but family, professional 
and work commitments sometimes 
clash despite the best of wills.  
Unfortunately this examination has 
to occur at the same time across all 
the centres due to its nature, and 
there are nearly always losses on 
the day. 
 
To supervise the apiary 
examination we relied on the 
support of Intermediate, Senior and 
Beemaster examiners.  We 
managed to provide an examiner 
for each centre at first time of 
asking.   



Our thanks to these people for 
their conscientious work and 
participation, you know who you 
are. 
We then had to review the 
papers submitted to an oversight 
process.Professor Ó Cochláin, 
Mr. David Lee and Mr. Seamus 
Reddy attended the education 
board meeting assembled for this 
purpose.   
 
Final marks were assigned to 
each candidate in an anonymous 
process, and forwarded in sealed 
envelopes to the Association 
Secretaries for distribution.  Each 
candidate knows their specific 
result overall. 



All 47 candidates passed. 2 
achieved full marks, and our 
congratulations go to those two 
candidates to acknowledge their 
achievement.   
 
The certificates have been signed 
by the certification officer,(Prof. Ó 
Cochláin), and are on their way to 
their recipients. 
We are attaching a copy of a blank 
certificate to show the format of IBA 
CLG certificate for the foreseeable 
future.  We trust you like it.  All the 
colours in use are bee related.  Of 
course the border had to have black 
& amber which goes to prove that 
this Galwayman will tolerate 
Kilkenny even if we might not on 
Sunday 1st July in Croke Park. 



 Not for 
reproduction



Good news the reading lists and syllabi 
for the Intermediate and Senior exams are 
now available on the website via the 
following links

Education update

https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.c
om/intermediate-scientific-syllabus.html
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.c
om/intermediate-husbandry-syllabus.html
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com
/reading-list-intermediate-exams.html
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.co
m/syllabus-for-the-senior-husbandry-
exam.html
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.co
m/syllabus-for-senior-scientific-exam.html
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.co
m/reading-list-senior-exams.html

Interestingly - the word syllabus is a 
flawed translation and should be sittybis. 
Thanks Garrett



Webinars past and 
future

This month we had a really great 
webinar on Bee viruses. Dr 
Humberto Boncristiani from the 
University of Florida took us 
through this complex subject, and 
made it simple. For those of you 
who missed it the webinar can be 
watched here or on our website. 

Watch on

Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPm9TyIE1AY&feature=emb_imp_woyt


The webinar in July will take place 
on  
When: Jul 26, 2018 8:00 PM 
Dublin time 
Topic: Honey labelling by Ted 
Massey M.Agr.Sc. Agricultural 
Inspector,DAFM  
Register in advance for this 
webinar: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_PLdZ1YbGQfSMDka2bnCQ
Mg  
 
After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing 
information about joining the 
webinar. 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PLdZ1YbGQfSMDka2bnCQMg


Tamper Proof labels
A number of you have been asking 
for IBA CLG lids and tamper proof 
labels. 
We looked at a number of ways to 
do this.The lid option was just too 
expensive. We would have had to 
commit to a minimum number being 
made and the initial lay out would 
have been + /- €9000. 
 
We canned that idea, so to speak. 
We also looked at the option of 
adding barcodes to the labels, but 
decided against it. The main idea of 
a barcode is food traceability, and 
the best way for this to happen is 
for the barcode to be on the 
individual honey producers' own 
labels. Stephen Gallagher will do an 



article on this for us next month. 
He will explain where and how to 
purchase your own affordable bar 
code label for € 30. You will then 
own this barcode yourself, for life. no 
annual fees, just a once off price. 
 
We then looked at tamper proof 
labels and decided to do one that 
would be big enough to cover the lid 
and then extend down the side of the 
jar to act as a tamper proof. Thus 
doing two jobs in one. The proof is 
shown below. This is the route we 
have taken and hope that the labels 
will be ready for sale in the next few 
weeks. They will be available on rolls 
of 1000 at a cost of €30. Postage will 
be worked out based on the number 
of rolls ordered and weight of parcel. 
We hope you like them. 



Proof only



They will be available for purchase 
through Stephen Gallagher and on 
the website.  Stephen can be 
contacted at 
honey@irishbeekeepersassociation
.com 
You will be required to fill in a form 
and we will be asking you how 
many hives you have. This 
information will be kept confidential. 
It will NOT be shared with anyone 
else. The reason for this is so that 
we can stand over our label when it 
says 100% Irish Honey. The 
number of hives will need to match 
the number of labels ordered. For 
instance, a producer with 2 hives 
ordering 6000 labels would alert us 
to the fact that perhaps that 
producer is not selling all his/her 
own honey.  

mailto:honey@irishbeekeepersassociation.com
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/labels.html
mailto:honey@irishbeekeepersassociation.com


Recipes from the 
Deise!

Colette O'Connell  Co Waterford BKA

Basil and Honey Vinagrette 
Summer Salad Dressing



¼ cup of sherry, 
2 teaspoons of Dijon mustard, 
1 tablespoon of honey, 
½ cup of extra virgin olive oil, 
chopped basil, 
salt and pepper to taste. 

Ingredients.

Mix all the ingredients together 
and shake.  Use as a salad 
dressing on your favourite 
summer greens!



Hot Roasted Tomato and 
Honey Relish. 



About one pint or 2 mugs of 
roasted tomatoes, quartered and 
diced. 
3 diced pickled shallots 
1 jalapeno roasted and diced.  
(Seeds can be removed to take 
out some of the “sting” from the 
spiciness!) 
1 tablespoon of diced cilantro 
stems; (Flat leafed or Italian 
Parsley can be substituted for the 
Cilantro, for those who do not like 
the taste of this Mexican herb.) 
1 teaspoon extra virgin olive oil 
2 tablespoons of light honey 
1 large cucumber, (Lidl do 
organic ones) 
Salt and pepper to taste 

Ingredients



Method

1. Quarter and dice tomatoes. 
Dice jalapeno. In a pan, roast 
tomatoes and jalapenos over light 
to medium heat in olive oil, not too 
long. Tomatoes should be warmed, 
not liquefied. 
2. In a mixing bowl, combine 
tomatoes, jalapeno, shallots, 
cilantro stems, olive oil, honey, and 
salt and pepper. Mix thoroughly. 
3. Thinly slice cucumber and 
portion contents of mixing bowl to 
the slices. Serve! 
 



Crispy Honey and Lime 
Wings

2kgs approx of chicken wings.  
(You can adapt to use chicken 
thighs or drum sticks) 
2 tablespoons of baking powder 
¾ teaspoon of salt 

Ingredients



2/3 cup of honey 
juice of 2 limes 
2 ½ teaspoons of good quality 
apple cider vinegar 
2 teaspoons of hot pepper flakes; 
(Chili flakes can be used for those 
of you who want more of a “buzz”) 
3 tablespoons of Soy sauce 
¾ teaspoon of sesame oil 

Honey and Lime sauce.

Method
Adjust the oven shelves to upper 
middle and lower middle positions 
and pre-heat the oven to 250 
degrees.  Place wire rack that has 
been sprayed with oil on a baking 
sheet. 



Toss dry chicken wings in the 
baking powder combined with salt 
so that they are evenly coated. 
 
Arrange skin side up in a single 
layer on the rack and bake on 
lower shelf for 30 mins. 
. 
Then move to upper middle shelf 
and increase the temperature to 
425 degrees and roast until a 
golden brown and crispy for a 
further 40 to 50  minutes. 
 
Whilst wings are roasting, combine 
the sauce infredients in a bowl and 
whisk until smooth.  Allow wings to 
stand for 5 mins when cooked and 
then transfer to bowl adding sauce. 
Toss to coat. 



Arrange on a serving platter and 
garnish with chopped scallions or 
sesame seeds or both! 
 
Serves 6 to 8 



Book Review
Colette O'Connell Co Waterford BKA



“BEE PROPOLIS – Natural  
from the Hive”, by James 
Fearnley.
Souvenir Press Ltd., 43, Great 
Russell Street, London WC1B 
3PD. 
Published 2001. 
 
In his introduction to this book the 
author explains how he was first 
introduced to propolis in the early 
nineties, when running a whole-
food shop, by a beekeeper from 
North Yorkshire.  When he began 
to explore the history and the use 
of propolis, the author quickly 
became aware that this was “ a 
substance with an apparently 
astonishing range of therapeutic 
qualities.” 



And so began James Fearnley’s 
nine year journey of writing and 
pulling together research and 
information about this little known 
product of the hive. 
“The humble honey bee is truly a 
remarkable insect, producing a 
range of products upon which man 
has relied since time immemorial.”   
Thus reads the first sentence of the 
book….a guaranteed way of 
grabbing the attention of any 
beekeeper who may peruse the 
book to see if it might be worth 
owning.  It certainly worked on this 
reader! 
 
Fearnley continues that this book is 
about “ the renaissance of interest in 
one of the least-known products of 
the hive,  propolis.” 



The word propolis is attributed to 
have been coined by Aristotle, 
taking it’s name from the Greek 
“pro” (before), “polis” (city), 
meaning “before the city” or 
“defender of the city”. 
 
James Fearnley continues that 
propolis has been used by man as 
a medicine since Egyptian times, 
stating that like the fairy tale 
princess, Sleeping Beauty, propolis, 
in common with other natural 
medicines, “has lain asleep for one 
hundred years, silent and 
forgotten.”    
 
Those of us who are keepers of 
bees do have some knowledge of 
this resinous substance which bees 
collect from bees and plants.   



Religiously I collect surplus 
deposits of it to put to use at the 
first appearance of a sore throat, 
sucking it neat, but being sure to 
keep it away from my teeth.  
(A mouthful of yellow stained teeth 
for several days after my initial 
experience of it, ensured that I 
would keep it away from teeth etc in 
the future.  Propolis has never let 
me down and the younger 
generation have found likewise, on 
the occasions they can be 
persuaded to try it!) 
 
“Disability Times”, in it’s short 
review of this book, states that “You 
could be in for quite an eye-opener 
from this little book….how many of 
us know anything about this wonder  



substance made by bees…
Propolis is far more than simply an 
antibiotic…it is a different kind of 
medicine….A wealth of 
information and advice.” 
In this book, James Fearnley, an 
internationally recognised expert 
on proplis, tells us how to use it as 
part of everyday care with advice 
on preparation and dosages, and 
provides details of suppliers and 
organisations.” 
 
A book that I look forward to 
delving into again and again and 
now that I have pulled it from my 
bookshelf, I will enjoy it once 
more!  



And now for 
something completely 
different
A bee colony infested with varroa 
mite was detected on Wednesday 
27th June 2018, at the Port of 
Melbourne on a ship from the 
United States. 
 
A colony was found in a wooden 
crate and tests revealed some 
bees were infested with varroa 
mite, but the exact variety of the 
varroa mite is yet to be 
determined. 
 
Australia is one of the last 
remaining countries in the world 



 to be free of varroa. 
 
However, north Queensland has 
had recent incursions of the less 
dangerous varroa jacobsoni, which 
only infects Asian honey bees. 
 
Agriculture Victoria chief health 
plant officer Nigel Ainsworth said 
the master of the ship reported 
seeing dead bees on the ship. This 
was immediately investigated by 
Agriculture Victoria and the 
Commonwealth Department of 
Agriculture and Water Resources 
(DAWR) upon docking at the Port of 
Melbourne. 
 
Mr Ainsworth said the colony had  



been destroyed and Agriculture 
Victoria was "confident" the 
situation was contained to the 
single colony. 
He said three other wooden crates 
on the ship from Texas had also 
been secured. 
 
"We haven't had final confirmation 
as it's a fairly specialised area to 
formally ID them, but unfortunately 
we're fairly sure that it's going to 
be varroa destructor," Mr 
Ainsworth said. 
 
Mr Ainsworth said cold weather 
conditions meant the bees were 
lethargic and "pretty unlikely" to 
have flown beyond the ship. 
 
 



Laboratory tests of the 
established sentinel hives at the 
port returned negative readings 
for varroa. 
 
As a precaution, more sentinel 
hives have been installed and 
floral sweep netting has been 
undertaken within the port 
precinct and the adjacent 
parkland. 
 
Biosecurity officers are also 
inspecting gardens within a 2-
kilometre radius of the port.
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Watch on

Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

Australia's Sentinel beehives 
provide coastal defence 
against varroa mite invasion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sci7XVWUTPs&feature=emb_imp_woyt


For Sale
Buckfast queens phone  
Mick O Neill 027 70160 




