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Note from the Editorial Committee: The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Irish 

Beekeepers’ Association CLG and remain with contributors.  We continue to welcome all contributions big and small 

for the benefit of our members and readers.  Keep sending your contributions into us via 

editor@irishbeekeepersassociation.com   
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IBAclg: Update from 2020 AGM 
 

 

 

The postponed AGM was finally held on Friday the 26th of June at 7pm via Zoom webinar. 

 

Derek Hanley Chaired the meeting and apologised for having to host the meeting via zoom but                

it was due to the extenuating circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic and various             

restrictions now in place throughout the country.  

 

There were no motions or resolutions presented to the meeting and the only order of               

business was the election of directors. Stephen Gallagher had been nominated by North             

Kildare Beekeepers for a directorship position.  

 

3 Directors had retired by rotation, in accordance with our constitution (Michael Hughes, John              

Martin and Denis O’Sullivan) but were not seeking re-election. Whilst not continuing as             

directors, Denis will continue as the Treasurer and John will continue as secretary to our               

Independent members. The Board thanked Mike for his sterling work as Director and             

Education Officer since the IBA was formed in 2017. 

 

Derek explained that we have a max of 9 directors who can serve on the board but as there                   

were currently 5 vacant directorships on the board, Stephen was duly automatically elected. 

 

Derek then further explained that in addition to the 3 retiring directors not seeking              

re-election, the chairperson (Jacqui Glisson) and the secretary (Garrett Dempsey) had also            

resigned a week ago with Garrett acting as Interim Secretary for the AGM. Circumstances              

leading to that had now been resolved and both were now willing to be re-appointed to the                 

board. Derek explained that the board could simply ‘co-opt’ those 2 directors onto the board               

after the AGM in accordance with the constitution but preferred for the members here at the                

AGM to formally approve that and thus after an excellent discussion, with many inputs from               

members via the Zoom facility, both were overwhelmingly re-elected.  

 

Finally, it was agreed that a membership survey & EGM should take place, in conjunction with                

a full beekeeping day when circumstances permit. 
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And in the Blue Corner 
- Caroline McDonald, Education Officer, Eblana Beekeeping 

 

As someone* famous once said: “Never let a good crisis go to waste” that is exactly how we 

acted in Eblana Beekeeping in recent times. 

I got a new queen recently wearing the blue colour of this year. She is now doing well in the 

colony which I split from a vigorous colony in my apiary and hoping that all goes well.  

Swarming season was busy with a neighbour waving goodbye to the gals as they went off into 

the wide blue yonder. Maybe somebody from Eblana got those, in any case I hope that they 

are all happy. One does not like to see a swarm exiting the apiary so the beekeeper 

intervenes…usually. 

It had been a busy time finding a venue for the association members to meet in late last year 

as the fledgling association prepared for flight. We found a venue which proved to be good. 

 Once the Beekeeping Course was finished we had our sights on siting and preparing the 

association apiary. In an urban setting it can be tricky to find a nice spot with the Goldilocks 

factor. It must be secluded but not overlooked or too close to housing. It is good to have 

parking which can be difficult in a streetscape. It is good if there are wildflowers instead of 

brightly coloured garden plants which can be useless for forage. We hope that the neighbours 

are not too fond of the sprayer which adds a cocktail of undesirable chemicals. 

At first we had a nice site which allowed bees the ideal flight path; it was fairly secluded with 

water readily available nearby. Unfortunately there were some inquisitive souls, living locally, 

who wanted to investigate the hive a little too closely. The joys of urban beekeeping! 

Thankfully there was no colony inside so no real harm was done. Lesson learned, we moved 

on. Now I know why beekeepers might like to place hives on a cathedral roof [the matter of 

carrying the equipment up there is not discussed].  

 

 

 

 

Eventually we found a place. Following some heavy lifting, pulling and dragging and not a little 

skill at the “wheel” [levers] the site was prepared and made ready.  
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Some members had an exchange of nucs to that site when the 2km limit was lifted. This was 

an exciting day as it was the very first colony for some beekeepers and for others it was to 

improve the quality of bees in the apiary. The nucs were prepared by an experienced 

beekeeper whom we trust. Sourcing nucs is for another day and when one reads of stolen 

hives and colonies it emphasizes the need to know the source of the hive production. Keeping 

the source local is also good as those bees are adapted to this specific area with its own 

climatic idiosyncrasies.  

 

 

 

 

Prior to lockdown everyone in the association was looking forward to visiting the apiary. From 

my experience as a beginner and novice beekeeper I valued the apiary visits. It’s at the apiary 

that the essential skills of beekeeping are transferred and is really central to receiving good 

beekeeping skills. It can also be the decider as to whether one wants to keep bees or 

appreciate them from a small remove. The rhythms within the beehive can be observed as the 

season progresses and differences can be observed from year to year. 

I am sorry that apiary visits with members are not happening so far this year although the 

assembly of a group of fifteen persons at a social distance for training may allow small 

gatherings at apiaries. One can look at videos and learn something. In my opinion nothing 

surpasses being present and being able to ask questions in a real time setting. The 

inexperienced person can have an opportunity to manipulate frames [which was daunting 

when I first did that]. Apiary visits are especially valuable prior to exams which equips the 

novice for real- life -beekeeping. 

The social aspect of apiary visits is invaluable. We can share our beekeeping experiences and 

knowledge. Friendships can develop leading to help when needed at our own apiary/hive. 

Many thanks to the committee members who liaised with people in order to have access to a 

site which we liked. This entailed hours of phone calls and visits to potential places. Hopefully 

this new adventure will be the first of many in IBAClg.  

In any case hopefully we will be able to meet, within Covid19 protocols and enjoy beekeeping 

as it is meant to be. I am hoping that everybody is well and healthy. There have been some 

scary moments but wishing that we stay strong. 

Happy beekeeping all.  

*go discover who it was 
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The Beekeeping Year 

July 

- Pauline Walsh, 3 Counties Beekeepers 

 

• The height of summer and all should be well. We should be easing back now in 

readiness for the harvest in August.  

• Continue regular inspections as needed.  

• Super as needed.  

• Keep up records for reference for next year.  

• The swarming season and the honey collection is largely over now so swarm 

control and inspections can be reduced towards the end of the month.  

• The flowers are largely over now but the blackberry will continue into August 

with the other summer flowers slowly reducing in availability. Start to get your 

equipment and arrangements made for the harvest in early August.  

 

 

Biggest thing in beekeeping is,” if  

bees 

in need, 

FEED” 
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• We will start the beekeeping year in August which is the usual time for the 

main harvest of the honey. This is the ideal time to commence the calendar 

because it is also the time to prepare the bees for the winter. The information 

is for an ‘average’ year of weather in the 3 Counties area. 

• The beekeeping year varies with the seasons and the variations in the weather. 

Honey bees do not hibernate but reduce the colony size and if very cold will 

form a cluster and use very little stored honey however if the winter is mild 

they will fly at low temperatures and can bring in pollen during most months 

but very little nectar. Similarly if we have a long wet and cool summer where 

very little honey will be produced, Both scenarios will need the beekeeper to 

be vigilant therefore take note of more experienced beekeepers who will 

always be happy to advise. 

•  The list is for general beekeeping and does not cover specialised crops such as 

heather or oilseed rape, which require procedures other than covered here  

 

 

August 

• This is just 

after the hottest part 

of the year and any 

surplus honey can be 

harvested. It is also 

the end of one year 

and the beginning of 

the next 

• The supers 

are removed and the 

honey is extracted. 

Once this has been 

done the supers can 

be stored ‘wet’ immediately or returned to the hives for the bees to remove 

the remaining honey. Either way by the end of the month the supers should be 

stored with 3 sheets of newspaper between each one to prevent wax moths 
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from entering them and moving through the stack. with metal sheets at top 

and bottom to prevent rodent access 

• Remove queen excluder. ensuring your bees are on brood and a half or double 

brood box  

• The bees are fed if necessary at this time with sugar syrup to make up for the 

stores which have been taken. Always feed in the evening and all at the same 

time to avoid robbing. [feed should be 2:1 sugar:water ratio]  

• The colonies are assessed for varroa mite infestation and treated as necessary 

with no supers on.  

• A check is also made on the bees to ensure that no other diseases are present 

i.e. AFB and that they are queen right.  

• Reduce the entrance size from now on to help the bees defend the hive and 

prevent robbing by other bees and attacks by wasps.  

• Forage this month includes Knapweed, Fucia, meadow sweet, Himalayan 

balsam and the last of the blackberry.  

 

Pauline Walsh  
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Success with Queens and markings and records 
Edward Hill NKBA 
 
Why is it that most beekeepers you talk to always appear successful, are third 

generation beekeepers and have been keeping bees since they were four? Apart from 

it being part of their life experience, what that has to do with their ability to manage 

bees? I just don’t know. They never seem to have any disasters, or at least admit to 

having had any. 

I have had numerous disasters in Beekeeping, and have been advised, “say nothing as 

it could affect your reputation”. What reputation? It's just beekeeping. Not an exact 

science, although granted there is a fair amount of science involved at times. 

If you don’t make mistakes, you will never learn.  

I have killed Queens. I've decapitated one between frames, squished their abdomens, 

killed them in queen catchers, squished my one and only viable Queen cell, lost 

swarms, and seen newly introduced Queens balled by the bees already there. I even 

clipped an unmated Queen I enthusiastically raised. If it can happen, it did, but 

hopefully I am learning from experience and still brave or silly enough to have a go. It's 

not my living it’s a hobby, The bees are very resilient and sometimes I think they will 

do just fine without me interfering.  

Having enough equipment when it's needed and spare cash to invest is another 

constraint. This beekeeping can be an expensive hobby. My recent attempts to rear 

my own queens have been mixed, but I am determined not to spend €40 on buying a 

queen. That’s just a bit too far of a stretch for me to spend on an insect. A bigger 

animal yes, but an insect NO. I know it's expensive to rear queens and get them 

mated, feed them, house them etc. 

I was chatting online with a commercial beekeeper who spent €200 on a Buckfast 

Queen. She swarmed. Lucky for him the swarm was hanging on a bush nearby and he 

got her back.He had been planning to rear queens from her. I don’t know, but 

according to the wise beekeepers, you should not rear queens from ones that have a 

tendency to swarm. Not a good portent as she was only new, maybe she didn’t like 

the change of environment. 
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I now mark all my queens as soon as I find them, but do not clip until the second 

season, just in case she decides to leave without permission and I have not interfered 

to prevent it. 

In my notes on inspection  I record if and when I see the queen. If you were to read 

them you will see the following; QCMG (Queen Clipped Marked Green), QMG (Queen 

marked Green), DNSQ (Did Not See Queen), QC (Queen Cells), QCp (Queen Cups), DL 

(Drone laying Queen). Maybe I should write a little bit more on my notes, people may 

be able to make suggestions for improvements. 

Finding my Queens can sometimes seem impossible.  I have often looked early in the 

season thinking she would be easy to spot, but there would be no sign of her except 

for recently laid eggs and open brood. 

At the height of summer or when the swarming season is imminent, with tens of 

thousands of bees milling around on the comb, my heart would give a sudden jump. 

There she is!! I would have to keep my eye on her as I try with my free hand to locate 

my Queen catcher before she disappears again. Once she is out of sight I may never 

see her again. 

I have tried everything to make the search for the elusive of the queen easier including 

● Scanning the frames from the outside towards the centre. 

● Searching through every frame individually. 

● Shaking the bees off frames hoping she would be there alone. 

● Removing every third frame leaving pairs with a gap between. 

● Placing a divider between half the frames and on return the frames with eggs is 

where she must be located. 

● Splitting the bees between two separate Nucs, so when checking the one with 

eggs she must be in. 

● And as a last resort shaking all the bees into an empty box with a queen 

excluder underneath. I would place the original brood box and frames under 

this and hope she will be isolated above the Queen excluder with the drones. 

● I even bought a book of pictures of bees on frames with a queen hoping to 

train my eye as to what to look for, with the book I am still searching for 

stationary queens. 

What's all this about anyway? Oh yes I had to requeen two of my hives as the 

queen was my opinion was not laying enough. I had a queen in a nuc that I raised 

myself and she was laying like there was no tomorrow. So I decided to swap them. 

Put the good laying queen in the hive and place the sluggish one in the Nuc just in 

case it didn’t work out. I don’t have the answer to the thousands of questions that 

this procedure raises “I did it” and take full responsibility for it. 
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I have tried different methods in the past to introduce queens which could be 

another article, but on this occasion I tried something different. I made up what's 

called a wire push cage from a piece of wire I had lying around. It is actually an 

Open mesh floor (OMF) I purchased to make a Nuc 

The idea behind it is to keep her in the new colony on a frame of emerging brood, 

but separate from the workers already there in case they reject her. Remember I 

have seen them balled and killed so have that tee shirt too. A newly introduced 

queen can be a bit stressed and seen as an imposter as she may be producing a 

different scent, she may not lay straight away. So now she is in my records as 

Introduced Queen Marked White (IQMW). 

I will check her in four days to see if she is laying, that I have not missed a queen 

cell or a supersedure.These things happen. Then all going to plan, I will remove the 

cage and release the new queen. 

 According to all the information I read, and the chap who bought the €200 queen, 

a professional beekeeper,  this method of Queen introduction is the best method 

and has the best success rate.He would know, wouldn’t he? 

 As discussed in the last newsletter by Caroline Mc Donald, it is common practice 

to mark the queen with a small spot of paint on her back (thorax). A color code 

exists within the beekeeping industry to indicate the year the queen was 

introduced. 

 

Note from the editor:- looking forward to hearing how you got on Eddie. 

www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com 11 
 

 

http://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/


 

 

 

 

 

National Apiculture Programme and sampling for 
better bees in Ireland 

Calling all beekeepers! 
 

 
The next round of the National Apiculture Programme is about to begin 

and we need your help! 

 
Dr Julia Jones at UCD and collaborators are investigating the relationship 
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between honey bee colony losses and different stress factors in Ireland, 

such as the prevalence and effects of all major honey bee pathogens, 
pesticides and changes in climate. As part of this, we need beekeepers 

across the country to collect samples from their colonies. With your help, 
we will be able to inform and benefit bee health and the beekeeping 

community in Ireland. 
 
What’s involved? Participation is easy, all you need to do is collect and 
submit a one-off set of samples from five of your colonies (or less if you 
have fewer colonies). We will provide you with detailed instructions on 
what to do and a sampling kit through your nearest beekeeping association. 
What will we do? Once received, we will test your samples for all major 
honey bee pathogens. Our pathogen testing will include the major viruses, 
and screening Irish honey for the presence of spores and strain type of the 
destructive American Foulbrood disease. 
All data you provide will be treated confidentially and used exclusively for 
research purposes. Once the project is complete, you will be given access 
to your own results, which we hope will provide valuable insight into the 
health of your colonies. 
  
If you can participate please email Julia at: julia.jones@ucd.ie 
Many thanks, and we look forward to working with you. 
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Upstairs Downstairs Natural Beehive System 
and Bee Watch 
21st C Beekeeping, is all about observation, and there is only one rule, the bee 
space. 

In 1850’s Langstroth invented the movable frame, revolutionised honey extraction and 
hive efficiency world-wide.  He observed and patented a complete hive based on the 
bee space. Resulting in a quick and easy way to remove and replace frames and 
boxes to make observations.  
However, he included his bottom Intrance in his patent which was simply a convenient 
entrance while doing his research.Had he set out to design one it would have probably 
been more like the Upstairs Down Stairs Intrance. 
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                              Book Review 

With Colette. 

The Beekeeper of Aleppo 

 by Christy Lefteri. 

  

The author, Christy grew up in London, her parents Cypriot refugees. She is a lecturer in                

creative writing in Brunel University. In the summer of 2016, she worked as a volunteer at a                 

UNICEF supported refugee camp in Athens, and this book is the culmination of her              

experiences there. In the author’s own words The Beekeeper of Aleppo whilst a work of               

fiction, “is about profound loss, but it is also about love and finding light. This is what I saw                   

and heard and felt on the streets and camps in Athens.”  

In current times with large numbers of Syrian refugees moving to Ireland, this book gives               

insight into the experiences, albeit fictional, of one family. The author describes,… “Meeting a              

man who had once been a beekeeper in Syria. He had found his way to the UK and was                   

building beehives and teaching refugees about beekeeping. Bees are a symbol of            

vulnerability and life and hope.” This defined Nuri, her “protagonist” and the central             

character of this book. 

Nuri, is a beekeeper and with his wife Afra, an artist they live a happy life in the Syrian city of                     

Aleppo. Disaster occurs and like so many others they are forced to flee to stay alive. Their                 

journey is the narrative of this book, with stories of bees and the hives Nuri and his cousin left                   

behind, intermingled with bee facts/stories throughout….the wingless bumble bee given a           

garden home in which it survives, all stories which beekeepers will identify with and enjoy.               
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Subtle comparisons are made between Syrian honey bees and the dark northern honey bee in               

the UK, which Nuri’s cousin Mustafa describes in detail to him, with further detail of the                

flowers and heather on which they forage, facts which will be noted and appreciated by those                

of you who are keepers of honey bees. 

  

The Buzz Project at the Standedge Tunnel Visitors Centre, Marsden, West Yorkshire, is a              

charity organization founded in 2017. The Buzz Project teaches apiculture etc to refugees             

and jobseekers and aims to conserve native British bees in the UK. 

The project is led by beekeeper, apiarist Professor Ryad Alsous. (In his native Syria, Ryad was                

a beekeeper for more than forty years and taught modern beekeeping and food quality              

control at Damascus University.) Professor Alsous, with a team of dedicated volunteers, brings             

his lifetime of skills to the project, teaching young people how to keep bees and how to tend                  

to a growing garden of flowers and vegetables, whilst also learning about the extraction and               

production of honey from the hives. I can’t help but wonder if the main character of this                 

book is based on Professor Alsous and his experiences….. 

During the summer of 2018 I enjoyed two days of fabulous experience at Heathrow, learning               

instrumental insemination of honey bees with Tom Law and a very small group of beekeepers.               

The workshop, organized by Roger Patterson, and BIBBA, was memorable, with a sound bunch              

of beekeepers, and a patient instructor, Michael Collier of Cornbrook Honey Bee farm. These              

memories came flooding back as I read about the Buzz Project. Find out about Beekeeper               

Tom, at Heathrow Terminal 5, where he practices beekeeping on site with a similar project, at                

the Green Corridor, another project which provides training for marginalized young people;            

Tom’s blog here is here; 

https://www.beekblog.co.uk/about-bees/bees-man-and-nature/high-5-terminal-5-heathrows-

honeys/ 

Find out about the Green Corridor Project here; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y98B_o0nv6Q 

To find out more about the Buzz Project, visit the Canal and River Trust website,                

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk and The Buzz Project Facebook page.  
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Pollinator Plan 

  

 

Following on from our last newsletter and the article about the All Ireland Pollinator Plan with Úna Fitzpatrick, I                   

thought many of you may be interested in this latest result and positive effect on the ground, as a result of the                      

AIPP. 

As a result of the local authority allowing road side strips and verges to grow, and now mowing them, several                    

hundred rare bee-orchid flowers are blooming. Detailed information and the original article from The Examiner,                

available through the link pasted here. 

 

https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/ireland/hundreds-of-rare-bee-orchids-bloom-i

n-pollinator-town-midleton-1003408.html 
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PURCHASING NUCS? BUYERS BEWARE 
Colette O'Connell, Co Waterford BKA 

 

 

 

Always ensure you purchase bees from a reliable source who comes recommended; there are 

plenty of long established bee breeders so beginners should not have to resort to Done Deal 

etc. to purchase bees.  I include a website at the end of this article which is a good example of 

a supplier, ensuring the supplies of quality nucs.  

Also, link up with other beekeepers in your area to see what bees are present; the last thing a 

newcomer needs to do is bring in different bees to those established locally, and upset 

neighbouring beekeepers and their many years of bee breeding. 

The IBA CLG has successfully continued to benefit its members to date with this unspoken 

mutual respect for local bees and beekeepers.  A black beekeeper in West Cork is supported to 
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continue with her preferred bees with the support of the surrounding community of buckfast 

beekeepers who ensure a sterile environment around her apiary to avoid cross breeding. 

More of this respect is needed to avoid years of work being undone in one season, throughout 

the country. 

Bee breeders can be found on our 

website;-https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/bee-breeding-groups.html 

The following is a letter which has been received from a beekeeper who was interested in 

purchasing some nucs, but following previous experience was apprehensive about it.   Names 

and specific details have been removed, and are with the editorial committee.  This letter was 

kindly forwarded to the IBA so that others would be aware of the issues and what to expect 

when purchasing nucs, and so avoid similar experience as outlined here. Fortunately, the 

beekeeping world in Ireland is small and such experiences uncommon. 

 

“Bad Experience with Supplier of Nucs 

Hi Further to our chat today I thought that I would give you a short insight into my experience 

purchasing my nucs,  After completing the beekeeping course a number of years ago, I bought 

two nucs in Wicklow, my hives done very well for the first two years, they were thriving and 

producing loads of Honey, unfortunately my mother took ILL and I had to move to the north of 

Scotland for long periods of time to assist with her care. This led to the neglect of my hives 

and eventually I lost them. My mother passed away last May and I returned home to resume 

work and life as was, I then decided to keep bees again and I started searching the internet for 

suppliers, when I came across a chap living in Mayo, I drove down to meet him, first mistake 

was meeting him in a Lidl Car Park I drove for four hours and he  wanted to meet in Lidl to pick 

up the Nucs, for obvious reasons I couldn’t open them or inspect Queens Brood etc, so I 

trusted the chap paid him 300 euro per nuc €600 in total and drove all the way home again. I 

let them settle on arrival home and transferred them into brood boxes the following morning, 

I inspected the frames as I done this, But noticed that one of the Nucs had no Queen, so I 

called the seller who asked me to check again as he had forgotten to mark one of the queens 

and she would be hard to find, I did this a number of times but found no queen. The seller 

eventually agreed to give me a Queen so I once again drove to Mayo and picked up the queen, 

I had her in a slow release queen pack and left her for five days before removing the tape for 

the bees to eat her out, I gave her an Additional three days and inspected my hive only to find 

my queen had gone I can only assume they killed her on release. My Second hive at this stage 

was producing no young eggs lava etc so after a number of weeks I had the queen inspected 

by one of the lecturers who managed my bee keeping course who informed me that the 

queen had not been mated, I tried introducing an additional two queens to the hive but they 

were not accepted and killed. Needless to say I lost my two hives and obviously my money, so 

not a good trip to Mayo, partly my own fault I should have used a supplier who had been 

recommended.” 

In complete contrast to the above,  

Moy Valley Bees, Co. Mayo, and IBA members, Peter Neary and Dr. Helen Mooney sell nucs 

each year. Their website for nucs to be sold in 2021 states: 
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“New queens are combined, with bees occupying a small temporary hive, containing 5/6 

frames including larvae, capped brood, honey stores, pollen and worker bees. This is called a 

nucleus or 'nuc' and once laying is well established, the laying queen will be clipped and 

marked. With proper care, all nucs will be strong enough to develop into a full colony before 

the winter. it is vital that customers have basic skills in beekeeping before they buy bees so we 

will only sell bees to people who are a member of their local association and have completed a 

beekeeping course.  Cost of a nucleus of bees is €170 and beginners who trained with us will 

be mentored through their first year.  There is a refundable deposit on the nuc box we supply 

the bees in.  You can supply your own nuc box  but we will need it several weeks in advance of 

you getting your bees. Bees need to be collected in the cool of the evening when the bees 

have stopped flying, or before 8am. We need the empty box back within 3 or 4 days after 

receiving your bees.  Please contact us if you need help installing your nuc into a full hive. 

There can be no delay here once you have bought a strong nuc as they will need room to 

expand immediately.” 

 

http://www.moyvalleybees.ie/queens-for-sale/nucs-for-sale 

 

The criteria for sale of nucs can be found here on our website. 

https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/buy-and-sell.html 

 

Feel free to contact the IBA for further information and advice if needed.  
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Biodiversity Bee Suites 
Jacqui Glisson West Cork BKA 

 

After years of sweating the summers away in the apiary I was thinking about giving a 

ventilated bee suit a go. 

Around about the same time as I was thinking about purchasing one, Dr Martin Kunz of 

Biodiversity Honeys kindly sent me a sample of his bee suit to try out. 

The first thing to note about these suits are that they are fully biodegradable, made from 

certified organic cotton.How cool is that! 

As a beekeeper I am acutely aware of the environment and the effect of pesticides on our 

pollinators, so already I am feeling warm and fuzzy about this idea, but not so warm and fuzzy 

that I am happy to be stung.  

So when the Irish temperatures finally reached 17 degrees at 9.30 in the morning, I decided to 

head out to the apiary for a hot sweaty day at the bees, and give the suit a go. 

 

The first thing that struck me was that I could see. The vizor is great quality. No more of that 

nausea inducing change of focus as you are trying to see eggs through the mesh with glasses 

on. That alone is a winner for me. 

Once I started working with the colonies all my senses were focussed on them, but every now 

again a random thought went through my mind, where is that breeze coming from?  

3 hours later  I realised that I was not sweating, the suite was allowing a breeze to come 

through and keeping me comfortable. Most importantly, I didn't get stung. 

 

So all in all I was delighted with the suit. Thank you Dr Martin Kunz. 

They can be found at https://beefriendlybeesuits.com/our-suits/ 
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News from Down Under 
 

Hello from Australia, 

Sean here from Flowers Across Sydney - we blog about plants and flowers (so bees are 

naturally important to us). 

We published a beginners guide to beekeeping. It has lots of visuals and 6000 words 

of content, so I thought that it might be a nice addition to your club's site? 

You can check it out here: 

https://blog.flowersacrosssydney.com.au/beekeeping-guide-beginners/ 

Either way, keep up the good work! 

Thanks, 

Sean 
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Helpline and Covid update.  

Alan Forskitt  

We have weathered the storm fairly well here in Ireland so far. By taking the right steps to 

reduce contact with each other the disease has been mitigated but we are by no means clear 

of it and the last phase of reopening the country has been recently delayed quite rightly. I feel 

that there is no point in having come this far to risk all of the progress by being too eager to 

socialise whether at work, home or play. 

At the minute we are permitted to meet indoors and out with certain limitations so if 

association wish they can hold meetings as long as social distancing is observed, the number 

of attendees is within the guidelines, attendance is recorded for contact details should 

someone unfortunately contract the disease and sufficient facilities for sanitising hands are 

available to mention some of the requirements. We still have to be aware that some people 

are unable to, or will not want to attend group meetings due to health reasons and should 

local restrictions be in place we may not be able to accommodate some members from certain 

areas. 

All of this and the possibility that things might worsen again make any planning of events 

uncertain and part of our IBA meetings is their inclusiveness which we may not be able to 

maintain. Until such a time that we can have more confidence in the long term results of 

organising meetings there seems little point in organising anything more than small local 

meetings, if any at all, which can be easily cancelled with little or no wasted effort. 

There is a lot of information on the internet lately regarding the requirement and protocols 

needed for amateur and social groups to meet if anyone is interested however, at the minute, 

the effort needed is outweighed by the benefits and in a few months we should be able to 

socialise in a near normal way.  

The Zoom facility is still available for you to use and if have any questions or suggestions for us 

please email me at    helpline@irishbeekeepersassociation.com  

Until we are able to meet properly, keep well and look after each other. 

25th July 2020 

 

www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com 25 
 

 

http://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/


 

 

 

www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com 26 
 

 

http://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/


 
 

Apiary Availability Nationwide 
 - Stephen Gallagher 

 

 
Swarms.ie recently put out a public call in Dublin to assist a beekeeper who was about to lose 
their apiary, and thankfully, a suitable host was found, the two connected, and the bees 
relocated.  
 
Noting the overwhelming interest in this concept, another public call was made the next day 
for anywhere in the Republic, the post has received, at current count, approx 400,000 views, 
so it seems relatively successful :) 
 
To date, there are 1576 potential hosts across the country interested to host beehives on their 
property. The exchange for this placement, will be a negotiated share of honey per hive (a few 
jars per hive) as is the traditional arrangement. This is to be discussed between the beekeeper 
and the host. 
 
Approx 75 beekeepers have been sent contact details for potential hosts in order to get the 
ball rolling. Cork has by far the largest number of potential hosts (current tally 180 potential 
sites), but there are many excellent sites available nationwide.  
 
This service is free, but is offered in good faith that beekeepers maintain their insurance and 
act responsibly with their swarm control and the expectation is you relocate only docile bees 
and do not over populate any one area (10 hives max per apiary). Swarms.ie is no longer 
involved with the relationship once you receive contact details of hosts.  
 
If interested to get potential host leads, please email Steve@swarms.ie 
I am happy to send 5 leads at a time. Please do not reveal the locations of potential hosts that 
you do not end up utilizing and maintain the privacy of potential sites, and that of the hosts. 
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Metrics of interest:  
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Swarms.ie General Update 

 - Stephen Gallagher 
 

 
It’s been a great year for Swarms.ie, with at least a few hundred swarms saved and prevented 
from going down a chimney. We also got about a dozen swarms to go back up and out of the 
chimney before they could establish!  
 
Swarms.ie is currently 1 member shy of 600 members across all 32 counties (we started this 
year's season with 355 members, with an overall national target of 500), so we are now in a 
position where we can get someone relatively local for every swarm reported in.  
 
The south east is still an area we could do having more responders available in, as with the 
larger counties, it never hurts to have more options to call as not everyone is available when 
contacted. Contact me if you would like to sign up. The service is free, but there is a premium 
priority option that supports the website. 
 
We no longer text swarms to beekeepers, it's too slow, so if you are on the list, expect a 
phone call. This year was so busy I had to delegate the bulk of the contact work to my partner 
Abigail. 
 
Some of the stories you have told us of how the swarm you collected has allowed you to 
restart beekeeping after a traumatic issue (foulbrood etc), truly hit the heartstrings. We are 
very happy to hear beekeepers getting back into having bees and we wish you the best laying 
patterns and full supers imaginable :)  
 
Don’t forget to send your brood samples to DAFM Bee Diagnostics, and with time, maybe we 
can work to eradicate rogue foulbrood locations on our island!  
 
I am particularly proud of the fact that in some swarm cases, the time from being notified of a 
swarm by the public, until the beekeeper has been in the car on route to save it, has been as 
little as 6 minutes (the current record). That is nothing short of incredible. Our failure rate this 
year has been very low, I can think of only a handful of occasions where the bees had left 
before the beekeeper turned up.  
 
On top of the easy swarms members have saved (the ones we really like!), members have also 
relocated a few dozen roof colonies nationally and prevented those colonies from acting as 
disease vectors in the community. Overall, a really great year! 
 
The swarm season is thankfully tapering off now, but the odd swarm will still issue until the 
end of August. Just to say again that Swarms.ie would absolutely not work if it wasn't for the 
members ready to take the call and help the public under such short notice.  
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A huge thank you to those who donated to Swarms.ie this year, you covered the sites entire 
annual internet costs as well as paid for all the national advertising at the start of the season. 
Truly, thank you for this amazing support, it means the world. 
 
Here’s to next year's swarms :) 
 
Steve & Abigail 
Steve@swarms.ie  
 
 
 
 

 
(This swarm was reported in from Finglas, co Dublin, from a foreign beekeeper over on his 
holidays) :D  
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BEEKEEPING TIPS, 
                                                                                               From the Déise! 

 

1.  When sitting in your car or van and the sun is over your shoulder as you graft those 

one day old larvae into cell cups, make sure to have a couple of sheets of newspaper 

on your lap, to protect your suit from unnecessary spills and the permanent stains, 

mould/mildew that goes with same.  

2. When grafting larvae, introduce the graft tool to the back of the larva.  This will ensure 

less risk of damage then grafting from the front of the larva.  

3. And when you have those mould stains on your bee suit that refuse to wash out try 

the following, which has worked well for me and my Sherriff bee suit from the ‘90’s. 

Apply some undiluted white vinegar directly to the stained area, allowing same to 

soak on the stained area for between 15 mins to an hour.  I tried 15 mins initially 

which was very successful but had to repeat the process to fully eradicate the 

remaining stubborn stain.  Using a small scrub brush, work at the stain using some 

bread soda.  Then wash in the washing machine as normal.  Lemon juice can be used 

instead of white vinegar.  

Please forward any tips you may have to share with fellow members and we will 

include them in following editions of our newsletter.  
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WIN WIN WIN and Bees and Pollinators Benefit! 
             Take the Operation Pollination Pledge  

 

 

 

 

At CountryLife, we’re calling on enthusiasts of all ages and all skill levels to take the 

Operation PolliNation pledge and be in with a chance to win a €2,000 

pollinator-friendly garden renovation! 

 

We want to help gardeners make their plots pollinator-friendly environments and 

show a little love for our native Irish bees- a third of which are threatened with 

extinction. 

  

Our website and social media channels are buzzing with tips, hints and ideas from 

our horticulturists to help you play your part in saving the bees. 

 

Take the pledge and you could WIN! 
 

The ‘Take the Pledge‘ initiative includes free and easy expert tips from our 

horticulturalists on steps towards creating a pollinator-friendly garden. We’ll help 

you pick the right plants for different environments and show how best to care for 

them in order to help attract and support bees in their vital work. 

 

We have a whole host of prizes on offer for those who sign up to ‘Take the Pledge’. 

You can win a €2,000 garden renovation, which also includes a garden consultation 

from an expert horticulturist. Share your photos and videos with us on social media 

for a chance to win even more prizes! 

Happy Gardening!, from the Country Life Team. 
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Biofa Ireland - Natural and Non-Toxic 
Varnishes, Oils and Paints  

Alan Forskitt  

In May this year this dropped into my helpline inbox:- 

Dear Sir/Madam 

We were doing some research regarding beekeeping as we have always planted shrubs and flowers 

that were chosen to be “bee friendly”, and were contemplating going a step further and keeping 

bees. 

I noticed on some of the websites that they were recommending Cuprinol and other rather toxic 

wood preservatives and recommending painting well in advance of allowing bees into the hives for 

this reason. 

Our small family business supplies a range of non-toxic, voc free paints, varnishes and oils that would 

be ideal for finishing beehives. They are long lasting and completely natural so should be much more 

bee friendly. 

Our website is www.biofaireland.ie and we are wondering if you think that this is something that 

beekeepers in general may be interested in? 

If you are interested in some samples or have any questions, please let me know. 

Regards, 

Robin. 
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The only way to find out how these paints behave is to try one. I had some supers needing painting 

which are made from sawn Douglas fir which has a nice grain and so I gave over this information and 

also asked for a clear finish to show the grain and Biofa supplied a sample of their water based, 

industrial grade wood glaze which they told me is quick drying, VOC free, UV stable and lasts for a 

long time. They sell it mainly for exterior woodwork such as cladding, windows and doors. Another 

application that it is commonly used for is for finishing children's wooden playgrounds made by 

several companies in Ireland, so it is robust enough to cope with that. It comes clear or coloured. Link 

to the product is here. 

The product was as the description, easy to apply and does dry quickly for a varnish/paint but for 

reference not as quickly as the fence life type paints which are a totally different product in terms of 

type and quality. The coverage is very good and about what it says on the tin. Even though my wood 

was slightly rougher than most supers I painted 8 supers with the litre tin. I waited until the next day 

for the second coat and although it dries reasonably quickly it does take some time to fully harden 

but once properly dry it is a very hard and durable finish. 

It would have been nice to try the coloured version to get some measure of the depth of colour but as 

it is I would describe the product as a quality paint 

Another Biofa product called Weather Protection Oil which is also completely natural, VOC free and 

UV stable but is a bit slower to dry. It does however permeate and protect the wood very deeply and 

has a matte finish. Also comes in clear and coloured and the link is here. Again it would have been 

nice to compare the different products but time did not allow for this. 

Biofa have technical data sheets and all product details available on their site   www.biofaireland.ie.
which explains how to use them and also lists their ingredients. It is worth noting that all of 

the ingredients used in the products are top quality, for example all of the fruit and nut oils are of 

food grade quality. 

Overall, This is an excellent product for those who are interested in using natural non-toxic paints. 

Since writing this Biofa have offered a discount for our members as below for which we are grateful:- 

‘I have set up a discount code called "bee2020" which will give you or any of your readers a 

10% discount from any of our products - just enter the code at checkout.’  
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