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From Spring to 
Swarming Season  
The Swarming Impulse 

Jim Donohoe Beemaster Midlands BKA 

Is SWARMING a miracle or 
nightmare for you ? 
 
Guidelines to the Swarming 
phenomena.  
► The queen is last to leave the hive 
and is forced out ! 
► The bees that leave are the 
unemployed house bees ! 
► Some old scout bees find the 
potential home for the swarm !  
► Clipping a queen's wing does not 
stop Swarming. 



► Swarming is the colony's natural 
form of reproduction. 
► Adult drones must be present  for 
a swarm to happen ! 
A swarm in May is worth a load of 
hay ! 
A swarm in June is worth a silver 
spoon 
A swarm in July is not worth a fly ! 
This is the old wisdom of swarming, 
when bees were kept in straw 
skeps. To harvest the honey you 
killed the bees over a sulphur pit 
fire. You relied on swarms to replace 
the skeps of bees killed, hence the 
need of swarms in June ! 
 
Does any of this folk wisdom apply 
to our "modern" beekeeping ?   



The answer is a qualified yes. A 
colony that swarms early has a 
much higher chance of survival of 
the "swarm" and the parent hive 
they have left behind. The weather 
is better the and the honey flow is in 
the near future.   
I will tell the story of a swarm event 
to help understand the complex of 
interacting and influencing factors.  
We will say it is JUNE 1st. 
This colony has expanded to cover 
it's maximum number of frames and 
is filled with brood of all ages. This 
is the pinnacle of success and the 
last landmark in the season. The 
population of adult bees is  
increasing at close to the laying rate 
of the queen, lets assume 1,000 per 
day.  



Among these are the adult drones 
without whom the colony will not 
swarm. It takes a drone 12/14 days 
to mature physically and sexually .  
The queen is laying her own body 
weight in eggs every 24 hours. To 
do this she is fed royal jelly 
continuously. The nurse bees that 
she meets as she moves through a 
large brood nest spread over 9 or 
10 frames turn towards her and 
She is searching for empty cells 
from recently emerged bees. There 
are 900 cleaned up and polished 
cells ready to lay in each day. She 
is re-laying all the cells she laid in 
21 days previous.The amount of 
pollen that must be consumed by  
the nurse bees to make jelly  is a 
major priority for the foragers 
to collect.  



The amount of pollen that must be 
consumed by the nurse bees to 
make jelly is a major priority for the 
foragers to collect.The hungry 
larvae emits a pheromone that 
recruits the foragers to collect 
pollen.This they pack in cells 
around the uncapped brood. Any 
trees and flowers that need to be 
pollinated by bees attract bees to 
them with nectar which is very 
diluted sugar. 
 
Our foragers go into the flowers on 
these plants to suck up this nectar 
and their body hairs collect pollen 
grains on the way. The bee flies to 
the next plant for more nectar and 
some pollen grains rub off her body 
hairs into this flower and is 
pollinated.  



She brushes these pollen grains on 
to her back legs in the little "pellets" 
of pollen we see. When loaded  
she returns to the hive.The nectar 
coming at the same time must be 
stored in cells before it is 
concentrated by evaporation into 
honey, mostly at night. This nectar 
is spread over 3 times the space of 
the sealed finished honey ! A lot of 
drawn cells are needed to 
temporarily store this nectar. 

SPACE Alert
Our "beekeeper" did not put on a 
(honey) super on this hive !  
The bees must store this nectar in 
the cleaned up cells that are 
awaiting the queen to lay in. 



If this flow of nectar is intense then 
every cell that is vacated by an 
emerged bee is filled immediately 
with nectar instead of an egg.  
The laying rate of the queen is 
seriously reduced now due to lack 
of laying SPACE. Congestion of the 
brood nest has now happened. 
After 3 days there are no more 
eggs are hatching into larvae. 
There is unemployment for the 
nurse bees. There is 
unemployment for many pollen 
foragers. Normally a bee spends 
her first 3 days cleaning cells and 
then becomes a nurse bee. With 
1,000 bees emerging per day and 
nurse bees becoming redundant we 
have a congestion crisis looming.  



After 5 days there is no demand 
for jelly (Bee Milk) due to a lack of 
young larvae .The population of 
the brood-box is still increasing by 
another 1,000 now unemployed 
bees every day.  
This colony really needs more 
space (in supers) .  
Congestion prevents the constant 
food exchange in the hive which 
carries the pheromone from the 
queen.  
Queen pheromone inhibits the 
reproductive urge.  
Congestion of this hive now 
interferes with this vital reassuring  
signal and sows the seed of 
SWARMING. 



Countdown to the Swarm
The older house bees move eggs 
into the queen cups and let them 
hatch into larvae. Until now they 
can eat the eggs and restart the 
process.  
The older bees extend the mouth 
of the queen cups into queen 
cells. This now triggers the 
miracle, or nightmare of 
swarming. They now extend the 
cups by adding white wax .  
The unemployed nurses have lots 
of spare royal jelly to feed these 
potential queens and they feed 
them till they float out of the cell 
base. When this sequence is 
started it is a countdown of 5 days 
till the first of the many queen 
cells is capped. 



The now queen cells are extended 
downwards. The nurse bees refuse 
to feed the queen.  
She previously was fed more than 
her body weight of highly nutritious 
food every 24 hours.  
She is now starved to size 0 to 
reduce weight and fly. 
A fully fed queen cannot fly she can 
only glide to the ground. 
As the fateful day approaches the 
unemployed bees get in formation 
on the frames with their heads 
pointed to the top of the frames hive 
waiting for the signal.  
The scout bees are checking out 
any un-occupied bait hives 
and nearby house roofs and 
cavities. All potential new homes 
with a 50 litre cavity space ! 



After 5 days feeding of a diet of 
royal relly only the first queen cell 
is capped.  
During the early morning these 
ranks of bees fill up their honey 
sacs from the stores of honey.  
At or shortly after midday the older 
bees start a buzz run that incites to 
warm up and they start to pour out 
of the entrance in a frenzy and 
take to the air. They circle round 
and round gaining numbers each 
minute. Thousands of bees circling 
around and around to await the 
queen. She is not excited at 
leaving home, there is only danger 
for her outside. She is pushed and 
pulled out the entrance and 
pushed to take flight.  



She has not flown since her mating 
flights. She is not oriented to her 
hive and flies to the nearest bush or 
landing post within 10 meters of he 
hive. The bees converge on her 
and form a sphere protecting her. 
This rugby size ball of bees is 
steaming hot with some added 
stragglers like foragers and drones 
joining the action. 
 
The swarm will stay here for some 
hours while the scout bees dance 
on the outside of the cluster. 
Through a complex decision 
process they select a new home. 
From the alternative locations the 
choice is reduced to one.  
The scouts who know this location 
then lead the swarm straight  
to the entrance of their new home. 



The quickly enter and start a frenzy 
of cleaning and some hang in 
festoons to draw wax. 
Their body temperature is 37° or 
higher to emit wax scales from 
their wax glands. It is akin to 
sweating wax. Overnight they will 
build a large slab of wild comb. 
This is the vital priority. 
They need cells to store nectar and 
pollen. 
Next morning some bees start to 
forage for nectar which is essential 
to continue the building of comb.  
The nurse bees feed the queen 
and she will soon start to lay. 
The warm comb is polished for her 
to lay in.The warm comb is 
polished for her to lay in. 
After 3 days the first eggs hatch 



into larvae. This is the  
pheromone trigger for foragers to 
collect pollen. Weather  
and forage permitting they will 
continue to build their new home 
and the queen will lay as fast as 
they can build combs. 
A miracle of vigorous work under 
good weather conditions. 

The Curse of CASTS
The reason I never clip my 
queens is, I want to catch any 
swarm that emerges. This is 
called a prime swarm and is 
predictable to deal with.Catch the 
queen and all the bees will stay 
with her ! This is simple.



A clipped queen will glide to the 
ground and stay there and die 
while the swarming bees have to 
return to their hive without her .  
A week later the virgins start to 
emerge from their cells and each 
lead a swarm out that we call 
casts. 
These casts are highly unstable 
and extremely difficult to keep 
in a hive. There can 6 or more 
virgin queens in what looks like 
two swarms combined  together 
hanging on a tree. Trying to catch 
them in a skep and they split up in 
mini swarms each headed by a 
virgin. They have not any location 
to go to, and are aimless and will 
not recognize a trap hive .  



This might be great fun the first 
time but after that you will want an 
easier way to control swarming.  

Practical Hint
In each apiary put  two full sized 
trap hives full of old sterilised 
frames and frames of starter strips. 
Only use a solid wooden floor and 
scatter it with old wax and propolis 
to it. The choice of two hives is 
certain to catch any swarm of yours 
that you miss and your nearest 
neighbours ! The location can be on 
a hive stand. Having trap hives at a 
height is an urban myth. Using a 
nuc box may not work, the cavity 
size the bees select is at least a full 
brood box size. i.e. 50 litre 
Two trap hives have never failed me 
yet. 



J. D. (very) modified 
method of Artificial 

Swarming 2018 
Jim Donohoe Beemaster

Objectives
A: To divert a colony from 
swarming out of the hive. 
The loss of the swarm brings with 
it the generation of foraging bees 
for the honey flow. 
It also confines most bees to 
house duties. This results in  
reduced or no surplus honey as 
the colony rebuilds itself. 
 
B: To return the original swarming 
colony to maximum strength after 
the swarming urge has been 
satisfied. 



C:  To get new foundation frames 
drawn and into use.  
D:  To create and build-up a nuc by 
the end of the season.  
E: To rear a queen to replace the 
original queen if desired. 

Timing
When a colony inspection in late 
May or early June shows multiple 
queen cells with larvae floating in 
brood food, we can only assume 
that swarming is intended. We can 
only delay this for a few days by 
removing all the larvae from these 
cells. The colony is most likely to 
replace them again and then we 
must act.  



It is far better to act immediately 
when six or more uncapped queen 
cells are found. Apply this method 
A.S.A.P. 
No chance of missing a single 
queen-cell and no failures.  
This method is specifically adapted 
to our weather conditions. 
It "satisfies" the bees desire to 
swarm without any disturbance 
and nuisance. Separating the queen 
from the queen cells is 
the critical factor, and doing so for 3 
days allows the powerful  
urge of the bees to subside. This is a 
gentle and efficient method 
unlike the original method and it's 
variants. They were designed 
for bigger colonies in hot or warm 
climates 



Equipment needed.
Artificial Swarm Hive (A.S. Hive) is 
a brood box with two 3 frame 
"dummy" box 's (each to fill the 
size of 3 frames). 
The first Dummy is fixed the other 
is to move to the hive.  
A solid floor, a crown board , a 
dummy board and a roof 
completes the hive. 
Bring your hive clearing board a 
Feeder and 2 litres of syrup. 

Step by Step Method
1- Place the A.S.Hive in the 
middle of the hive stand, the 
entrance the same direction as the 
others.



Put this roof on the ground and put 
the Swarming hive roof on it 
upside-down. Move the supers on 
to this roof leaving the crown board 
in place. The supers are probably 
light at this time. 
2- Remove the queen excluder and 
leave in front of hive standing up. 
3- Remove the second dummy and 
transfer each frame in turn from the 
swarming hive and place them one 
at a time in this A.S.Hive in the 
exact same order, searching for 
your marked Queen as you do this.  
 
When you do find the Queen, the 
frame she is on is left in the original 
brood box with no queen cells left 
on either side of this frame.  



4- Leave also a frame of stores 
and a third frame. Place the 
movable  "3- frame dummy " next 
to the hive wall, and then fill the 
space with 5 frames of foundations 
or drawn from the A.S.H.  
5- The supers are replaced above 
the clearing board to bring these 
bees down into the brood-box. The 
queen excluder is put on top of the 
crown board and the roof over all 
these. 
6- Leave the "A.S. Hive "  in the 
middle of the hive stand. Add it's 
dummy board, perspex crown 
board and then the roof. 
There are now 8 frames of brood 
with all the queen cells plus the 
fixed 3-frame dummy to fill 11 
frames and a dummy board.  



RECOMMENDED OPTION - When 
the bees have cleared from the 
supers you can remove them and 
the clearing board and add a 
feeder and feed 2 litres to the this 
swarmy hive, this will help to draw 
out the 5 frames of foundations 
there. Over the feeder store  the 
supers with the crown board next 
and then the roof. 

Discussion of Method 
 

The HIVE 
We will get all the flying bees back 
to the hive and boosted by the 
bees coming down from the 
supers their honey sacs filled with 
honey.  



They are very crowded and heat up 
the foundations and then draw them 
quickly. They will also feed the 
queen to get her back laying at full 
rate again to replace the frames of 
brood we have taken away. They 
cannot and will not swarm without a 
capped queen cell. 

A.S.Hive
The 8 frames of brood (now with all 
the queen cells left intact) with the 
insulated "three frame dummy" fill 
the brood box. The nurse bees on 
the frames will feed all larvae and 
incubate the capped brood by 
keeping it warm, helped also by the 
heat from the moulting of the 
developing larvae inside.  



Only young bees now remain here 
as any flying bees will return to 
their original Hive. Keeping all this 
brood together to get all fully 
fed and then capped while at the 
correct temperature of 34.5° 
is vital to the success of this 
method. No chalk brood occurs. 
 
Wait for 3 days minimum and 6 
days at the maximum 

Complete all the steps in 
the next procedures.

The A.S. Hive is opened. Put it's 
roof on the ground and put the 
"swarmy" hive roof on it upside-
down. Move the supers from this 
hive on to the roof leaving the 
crown board in place.



Remove the feeder if was used. 
Take out the normal dummy and the 
3-frame dummy to create the space 
to take back three frames of brood 
and bees . Option place a cover 
cloth on the hive.  
Now reorganise the A.S. Hive by 
selecting five frames with all the 
queen cells (do not break any down) 
and move them carefully to a 
nucleus box. (always remember that 
queen cells are delicate). 
The remaining three frames of brood 
with the bees on them but no queen 
cells are moved into the original hive 
in the space we  prepared. Alternate 
each brood frame with a new  frame. 
Put in the dummy board then the 
queen excluder. Now put the empty 
supers back on the hive with the 
crown board on top.  



Replace the roof. Job done ! 
 
Take away the now unoccupied 
A.S. Hive and put the nuc box in its 
place on the hive stand. Bring the 
nuc to the mating location. The 
bees selected their virgin queen has 
she has emerged by then. You can 
check. It take two days for a virgin 
to harden her skeleton and develop 
before she will fly and orient to her 
nuc.  
The five-frame nuc is left alone for 
two weeks. Check that  the new 
queen is mated and has started 
laying egg's at full rate. By this time 
all the original brood will have 
emerged and these young bees are 
in prime condition to nurse her 
larvae as they hatch.   



Option -If then given a frame of 
sealed brood (from the original 
hive) when this newly mated queen 
is in full lay it gives thousands of 
emerging nurse bees to raise this 
newly laid brood. This nuc will build 
up rapidly to five frames in a month 
from the start of the division and will 
be a completely balanced nucleus 
i.e. all stages of brood with a 
vigorous laying young queen. It will 
then need to be transferred to a full 
brood-box.  



A Danish Tale - not 
told by Hans Christian 
Andersen.

I visit a village about 45 minutes 
northwest of Denmark’s capital 
Copenhagen on a couple of 
occasions most years, why?  To see 
my grandchildren of course. 
The nearest big town is called 
Hillerod (pronounced Hillerul), 
population 7,000 approx.  They 
have a salubrious hunting lodge 
there. Its gardens resemble those at 
Versaille.  Its preserved but 
unoccupied, since the Swedes 
came through and stripped out its 
expensive interiors. Yes, payback is 
a bitch. 

but by Michael Hughes Galway BKA



As I was going to be there for a few 
days I made some arrangements to 
meet up with an organisation doing 
some radical things connected with 
beekeeping.  They are called Bybi 
and it is pronounced Boobee.  They 
have a van.  The signage on it tells 
you something about them.



They are a busy bunch, and they 
spared me an hour to tell me about 
their operation.  They occupy part 
of a building on a campus of 
buildings that were once 
workhouses.  Well maintained 
extensive and substantial they 
were.  Here are a couple of them to 
give you a feel for the architecture.



This area was the size of a medium 
sized business park in Ireland.  
Some of the neighbours were 
people with dependency issues, 
mostly alcohol related.  Therein lies 
one of the aspects of this venture.



I was hosted by Mr. Oliver Maxwell 
who is one of the driving forces 
behind the project, an engaging 
Englishman who is very 
acclimatised to Denmark, and is 
clearly doing a job he is passionate 
about. 
It is safe to say he has a strategic 
vision and a philosophy about the 
future of people that is thought 
provoking, even radical, and that 
employs beekeeping as the means, 
not the end.  A thorough gentleman 
into the bargain. 
 
The aroma of wax and other 
sweetnesses greeted us upon 
entering the building. Greetings 
over, we got to chatting and taking 
pictures.  So, Oliver with Breda and 
Mike 



The essence of this venture is 
combining a vision for a future of 
work where humans are being 
progressively sidelined by artificial 
intelligence and robotics, with 
alternative activities that sustain and 
develop people in conjunction with 
the world around them. The 
husbandry of bees and the “relief” of 
boredom for some people that 
would otherwise spiral into 
marginalisation is one of the 
themes. 



Engagement with corporate, 
municipal, and business interests is 
their everyday work.  They are paid 
by these interests to place hives all 
over the city of Copenhagen.  They 
run about 280 hives. 
They use Norwegian standard 
hives, made of polystyrene, brood 
and super boxes are the same 
size.There were hundreds of frames 
piled up being prepared for wax 
foundation. As you can see there 
are transformers on the table, so 
they must be melting wax onto wire 
you might say. 



The Norwegian standard frame has 
permanent vertical wires.  They lay 
a sheet of foundation over the wire 
and shoot the current through it.  
The sheet of foundation is slightly 
smaller than the frame outline, so 
no fiddling to slide it into grooves 
as we poor souls have to do.  The 
small gaps are less than bee 
space.



The work was going on in the 
honey house section of the building 
and as you can see it is laid out 
with tiled walls and sealed floor with 
hot and cold water provided.  
The more expert of you will be 
checking out the utensils on the 
shelves to establish their uses. 
The 30 frame extractor was set 
aside until the harvest period, but 
note the column of frames awaiting 
wax.The fairly substantial wax 
clarifier was also set aside until it is 
needed at the end of the season. 





So much for the overview of the 
operations side of things.  We 
moved onto the business end of the 
venture.  Bybi harvest a lot of 
honey and jar some of it on site.  
Some of this is done with school 
visits where the children get to fill 
the jars and get sticky fingers along 
with the enjoyment and fulfillment in 
the process. Beekeepers for the 
future no doubt. Much of their 
honey goes to suppliers as raw 
materials for turning into 
downstream products,jars of honey, 
bottles of snaps, syp (pronounced 
soup), candy sweets, Rum 
(delicious), and even ice cream.





Remember how the hives are all 
over the city and Bybi is paid to 
place them? Well here is a picture 
of the sample jars from 2014.  
Ignore the good looking guys and 
focus on the variety of shades of 
honey. 
Below that, are the 2015 samples.  
Finally the 2017 samples are 
almost all the same colour as the 
Summer was really crap in 
Denmark. We have something in 
common all right. 



So onto some pictures of the 
products then.  We won’t discuss 
pricing… it was not cheap. 
A jar of candy sweets is shown 
below the booze. 





Bybi have a couple of things going 
for them that may not be evident 
here is Ireland. There is a higher 
level of environment consciousness 
amongst business and industry.   
Health & Safety is less pervasive 
than in either Ireland or the UK and 
that was something that I found 
most surprising. The people are 
less litigious (sue happy) as well, 
apparently.  The courts do not dish 
out big awards it seems.  
The citizens of Copenhagen have a 
very strong predilection for produce 
that originates in their city, which is 
a great marketing feature for 
Bybi.The challenges in Ireland are 
different and the “compo” culture 
won’t go away anytime soon I 
imagine. 



Their labelling and packaging is 
clean and crisp, so good 
standards of presentation and 
design values are evident.  Then 
these would be big features of 
Danish couture of course. 
 
They have some very high profile 
corporate partners who not only 
want hives placed on their 
properties, but go on to purchase 
the end products as well for use as 
corporate gifts. 
 
They have no ambition to become 
millionaires.  They help migrants, 
and other marginalised people by 
turning them into beekeepers and 
giving them training on the 
husbandry and on the harvesting. 



As already said, much of the 
honey goes to suppliers who 
produce their downstream 
product set.  They do not make 
wax products as they need all 
their wax for their operation.  
They take some wax products 
from producers to round off their 
package of bee based products 
on sale. 
 
I would have wished to have 
lingered and sampled more rum 
and snaps, but Oliver was 
scheduled to take a group of 
university students through.  I 
hope he kept them away from 
the booze. 



The Start of the 
Swarming Season is 

here!! 
By Colette O' Connell Waterford BKA

Now that we have finally left the long 
cold dark winter days behind us, bee 
colonies are building up in numbers 
to make increases.  In nature, bees 
are instinctively programmed to 
swarm and so procreate.  This 
genetic programming has insured 
their survival through out the 
centuries. Over thousands of years 
the honey bee native to Ireland, Apis 
mellifera mellifera,   the native Irish 
honey bee, or fondly referred to as 
the “black bee” by many, has 
evolved to best survive the Irish 
weather and flora and fauna.



It appears that here in Co. 
Waterford, the swarming season 
has started. On Sunday, 6th May 
last, one of our members was 
called to deal with a swarm that 
took up under one of the patio 
tables in Lawlors’ Hotel, in their 
outdoor area. When a swarm 
issues the colony, having left the 
parent hive, will hang on a tree or 
post or whatever they find 
convenient. In this case, in the 
shade of a patio table in Lawlors’ 
hotel!



Lawlors’ Hotel, ready with a 
welcome for ALL, including our 

Native Irish Honey Bees!!!



The swarm has been removed 
from the patio table and is 
following the queen into the straw 
skep.  



Once all the bees are in, they are 
removed by the beekeeper and 
placed in their new permanent 
home, a hive, sited in a beekeeper’s 
apiary. Swarms are generally quiet 
and calm and will not harm the 
public, particularly once left alone.  
They will move in due course to 
another suitable home where they 
will set up permanent home. Sadly, 
what the bees deem suitable is not 
always what we humans deem to be 
suitable; eg a sitting room, chimney, 
attic, etc. However, help is not too 
far away, and members of your local 
BKA will assist and contact one of 
their members closest to you to 
remove a swarm before it takes up 
permanent residence. ( Once this 
happens, it is a more difficult to 
remove a colony of bees.)



Customer and staff get up close to 
watch the honey bees move into 
their temporary home in the skep. 
Although advised to move, neither of 
these nor others drinking near by 
were bothered by the flying bees.  
The moving of the bees was 
watched by hotel proprietor and staff 
in close proximity.



Further information about what 
YOU can do to help bees and 
other pollinating insects, solitary 
bees, bumble bees etc., visit  
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
projects/irish-pollinator-
initiative/all-ireland-pollinator-
plan/ 
 
The All Ireland Pollinator Plan 
has lots of ideas that will keep 
young ones busy over the 
summer months, creating 
habitats for our pollinating 
insects, as well as making little 
Bug hotels for hibernation in the 
winter months.Enjoy our bees, 
they need our help.  Much of 
their habitats have been 
destroyed, mono culture,  



pesticides and alien species such 
as the parasitic mite, Varroa 
destructor,  which has wiped out 
wild honey bee colonies.  We 
need these pollinating insects as 
70% of our food is dependant on 
pollinators!  Do what you can to 
help them. 



Doyle Highlights World 
Bee Day at 
Backweston

Attended by Jim O Donohue Midlands 
BKA

Minister of State at the 
Department of Agriculture Food 
and the Marine, Andrew Doyle 
T.D., welcomed the arrival of 
beehives to the Department’s 
Backweston Campus in 
recognition of World Bee Day on 
20 May. 
Minister Doyle said “I am delighted 
to welcome the arrival of beehives 
to the Backweston Campus as 
part of the initiative to highlight 
World Bee Day, contribute to the 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and  



promote my Department’s role with 
regard to the Irish beekeeping 
sector.” The Minister continued by 
saying “The Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
recognises that there are various 
challenges facing bees and other 
pollinators and is committed to 
working with the relevant 
stakeholders to address these 
challenges.”' Last December, the 
United Nations declared the 20 May 
as World Bee Day, adopting a 
resolution proposed by Slovenia 
and supported by all EU Member 
States. The aim of World Bee Day 
is to raise awareness of the 
importance of bees and other 
pollinators, through education and 
activities to highlight the threats  



they face as well as their 
contribution to sustainable 
development following a decline in 
population numbers over recent 
years.  
 
Emphasising the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s 
commitment to the Actions set out in 
the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan the 
Minister concluded by saying “we all 
have a role to play in making Ireland 
pollinator friendly.” 
 
To read more on that ptress release 
see 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/press/
pressreleases/2018/may/title,11717
0,en.html 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/press/pressreleases/2018/may/title,117170,en.html


Minister of State at the Department 
of Agriculture Food and the 
Marine, Andrew Doyle T.D., 
welcoming the arrival of beehives 
to the Department’s Backweston 
Campus in recognition of World 
Bee Day on 20 May. 
Jim O Donohue Midlands BKA in 
the background. 



Minister of State at the Department 
of Agriculture Food and the Marine, 
Andrew Doyle T.D., accompanied 
by Department officials, welcoming 
the arrival of beehives to the 
Department’s Backweston Campus 
in recognition of World Bee Day on 
20 May. And yes there is Jim again.





Bee Buddies Social 
Morning

By Garrett Dempsey NKBKA

Great turnout this morning with 20+ 
members of North Kildare attending 
the inaugural 'Bee Buddies' social 
morning for our association at 
Johnstown Garden Centre and 
enjoying tea/coffee/pastries (and 
some tucked into cooked 
breakfasts!). It didn't take long for the 
noise level to escalate as the group 
chatted loudly about a myriad of 
beekeeping topics. Please join us 
next month... we plan to continue this 
...  10am on the 3rd Wednesday each 
month at the same venue. Attendees 
can meet / chat with their fellow 
beekeepers and even make new 



friends! In parallel, totally informal - 
a number of members are 
interested in this forum to consider 
the 'bee buddy' proposal where 
they can pair with another 
beekeeper & pursue beekeeping 
jointly rather than going it alone!  A 
WhatsApp group called 'NKBKA 
Bee Buddies' is being setup (thank 
you Sean Dunne) for attendees to 
keep the conversation going 
outside of these mornings. Finally, 
thank you to Danielle and the team 
at Johnstown Garden Centre, who 
gave us a very warm welcome and 
'go raibh maith agat' also to Kevin 
Dunne in NKBKA who is taking the 
lead on this going forward". 





Jack Hasset's webinar 
on the genetics of the 
Honeybee population 
in Ireland



Topic: Talk by Dr. Humberto 
Boncristiani on Bee viruses and its 
affect on the colony  
When: Jun 21, 2018 8:00 PM 
Dublin  
Register in advance for this 
webinar: 
After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing 
information about joining the 
webinar. 
Humberto Friere Boncristiani is a 
honey bee virologist with previous 
experience at USDA, UMD, UNCG.  
You can find his main publications 
at www.InsideTheHive.  His interest 
in honey bees came from his 
father, who keeps bees in Brazil, 
and his virology background comes 
from his work on human viruses. 

Upcoming Webinars

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sADqKIE6TD6yq2DrDDk6QA


Education
A very well done to everyone who 
sat the exams and all who helped 
make them happen. 
 
We had 47 students writing the 
preliminary paper in 6 exam 
centres across the country. 
 
There were 7 examiners doing 
the practical exams 
 
Great effort folks, well done to all. 
 
Exam results will be released in a 
few weeks 



And now for 
something completely 

different

Watch laterWatch later ShareShare



Quiz

The winner of this months quiz 
was Imelda. She gets the €10 
gift voucher from MacEoin 
Honey. 
 
 
Congratulations Imelda and 
thank you Gearoid Mac Eoin. 

http://www.maceoinhoney.com/

