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Beekeeping: Practical advice for March/April/May 
Usually the seasons in ireland are similar year after year. This last 18 months have proven that 
the weather is hugely unpredictable. As the weather and bees are more advanced in most 
locations than usual we have included here the do’s and don’ts for March through to May which 
should cover all eventualities for the next few weeks. 
Always remember though that the climate also varies from region to region. For 
example the south west peninsulas and the Dublin areas are more advanced in the 
spring than most of the country. Always look to an experienced beekeeper for timings 
until you are able to ‘read’ the bees yourself and here we will look at the advice for more 
usual weather in the north Munster area. 
 

March 
Usually March is the start of the warmer part of the year but NEVER OPEN THE 
HIVES UNLESS IT IS ‘SHIRT SLEEVES’ WEATHER . If there is anything 
wrong with the bees there is nothing that can be done now until April/May except for 
feeding them. Monitor the entrance as usual to see how the bees are behaving. 
 
● Continue to heft and feed the hives as necessary. . 
● Check for pollen being taken into the hive. 
● If the hive is inspected do not disturb the brood nest. Quickly check for any sign of 
disease (odour or faeces in the hive), stores and bees. 
● Close up hives that have perished in the winter, remove them from the apiary clean, and 
sterilize them 
● Inspect the bottom board for varroa drop. 

Flowering now are blackthorn, willow and gorse with the start of the dandelion. 
 
 

April 
By now the weather should be noticeably warmer. We can usually make our first full inspection 
at the end of the month on a warm day. Nectar and pollen should be coming into the hives 
● Continue to monitor the hive entrance. If the bees are queuing remove the mouse 
guards and open up the entrance. 
● Check the varroa floor to establish mite drop. 
● On the first inspection will be very quick but still be careful. [5 minute inspection] 
●  Ensure the bees are disease free and have sufficient stores. 
●  Check for queen right by finding eggs. 



● Assess the frames to be changed out in preparation for the next visit. Old darkened 
broodless frames can be moved to the back of the hive ready to be changed this year or next. 
● Syrup can be fed to help the bees draw new comb.[syrup should now be 1:1 ratio of 
sugar:water] 
● It is possible that the bees might start to prepare to swarm (look for swarm cells), and it 
is advisable to have spare equipment in case of this. 

If you have any doubts about anything, it is best to do nothing. Close up the hive and seek 
advice from an experienced beekeeper. 
From now on there is usually abundant forage for the bees but be aware that this is largely 
weather dependant more especially in June. Much of the forage comes from not only flowers 
but also trees such as horse chestnut and sycamore. 
 

May 
The weather should be good now and the colonies are ready for their first full regular inspection. 
These inspections will be weekly or fortnightly depending on your approach to swarm control 
and any other management procedures you may wish to perform such as breaking down swarm 
cells and splitting colonies. 
● Always routinely inspect the entrance to assess the bees and their behaviour, check the 
varroa floor insert for mite drop, ensure the bees are disease free and Check for queen right by 
finding eggs. 
● Always fill in the hive records at the time of inspection of each hive and plan for the next 
visit 

Later in the month regular inspections can start if the colonies have built up enough to need 
them. Large colonies may need supers already. 
● put on the queen excluder 
● Mark (and clip) the queens. This may take several visits. 
● Syrup can still be fed to help the bees draw new comb. 
● Routinely inspect the entrance to assess the bees and their behaviour, check the varroa 
floor insert for mite drop. 
● Check for Swarm cells. 
● Check for queen right. 
● Check for room for the queen to lay. 
● Super if necessary. 
● Decide what method of management you are going to follow and make ready equipment 
for yourself before  you need it. 

  



Bailey Frame Change 

 



Video demonstrating the use of a Bailey Frame 
change to treat Nosema. 
https://youtu.be/bC2zQOl8s94  

Watch laterWatch later ShareShare
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Laughter is the best medicine 
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Tools of the trade, what does a beginner need? 
By Tom Carr Collis Sandes Tralee Beekeepers 
 

Perusing the catalogues of equipment suppliers is something most of us like to do. Some items 
are essential, many are for specialised use, the purpose of some is very obscure and one sees 
the occasional item which seems to have little or no use! Beginners must find it all very 
bewildering, but perhaps the following suggestions may help. When visiting an apiary high in the 
Iveragh mountains, all I take with me is protective clothing, a smoker and a hive tool. These are 
the only tools for which I have a need and they are adequate for working in any apiary. During 
queen rearing or requeening, a few queen cages of various sorts will come into use, but these 
are small and relatively inexpensive items. Having docile bees makes for much quicker 
inspections and makes beekeeping a pleasure. It is strongly recommended that everyone, but 
beginners especially keep docile bees. It does not matter what type or sub species they are, 
that is for the individual to decide, just make certain they are not aggressive. 

  

Let us look at the above three tools. 

 

(1) Protective Clothing;  Bee suit or jacket, gloves. 

 

Many beekeepers do not wear any protective clothing or only sometimes do so, this makes for 
pleasant working but is not always to be recommended, ones eyes are precious and being 
stung there is serious. For this reason all beekeepers and especially beginners and novices are 
very strongly advised to wear protective clothing. It is personal preference whether one chooses 
a suit which covers most of the body or a jacket which covers the upper torso. Most experienced 
beekeepers seem to prefer a jacket, several who wear a suit are using it as an overall to keep 
their clothes clean and free of honey. Perhaps as a beginner you may find wearing a full suit 
more reassuring than wearing a jacket, so go ahead and get one ...it will always be useful to 
have. The jacket has the advantage of being easy and quick to put on, leave it all done up and 
just pull it over your head as if it was a sweater and off the same way. Suits and jackets should 
not fit you as if they were items of ordinary clothing, they are being worn as protection from 
stings, not for cosmetic reasons or to make a fashion statement! To be effective they have to be 
a loose fit, so go up a size or two. Wearing suits and jackets which fit snugly is the main reason 

people get stung through them, zips break ( or will not close ) and seams come apart. There 
are several different colours available, again which you choose is down to personal preference, 
but it may be best to select something subdued, do you really want to be spotted from two miles 
away! Always fold the garment so that the veil is covered by the rest of the suit / jacket, that will 
protect it from mechanical damage and UV light. Get a carrier bag ...Mr Price is good  and store 
the garment in that and remember hot smokers and veils do not mix. 

 



Gloves specifically for beekeeping are available in plastic, these are superior to the traditional 
leather ones. They are easy to clean and unlike the leather ones do not harbour infection. Some 
people use marigold gloves from the supermarket, these are good but you may get stung 
through them. The ones specifically for beekeeping are worth considering. In time and working 
with docile bees gloves can be discarded. 

 

(2) Smoker. 

 

The smoker is probably the most important tool in beekeeping and is also the tool most misused 
by beekeepers. Its purpose is to control the bees, using the very minimum of smoke to do so. 
Before opening a hive let some smoke drift across the entrance, do not puff smoke into the hive! 
Do it a few moments before completing work on the previous hive, as it takes a little while for 
smoke to have full effect. This will make the guard bees desert the entrance and alarm 
pheromones will be masked. It also makes bees gorge with honey....this effect is more 
pronounced if too much smoke is used. The bees are reacting to the forest being on fire and 
want to take their honey with them if they have to flee. Those are the three ways that smoke 
affects bees.  

 Proceed with opening the hive after drifting smoke across the entrance, by  removing the roof 
and use the hive tool to crack two adjacent corners of the crown board, pause briefly and lift 
slightly, let some smoke drift in, pause briefly again and lift off the crown board. Be careful that 
the queen is not on the underside... a common occurrence if  too much smoke was used. Let 
smoke drift over the tops of the frames, that will send bees downstairs to servant quarters! Do 
not puff smoke down between the frames, the bees need someplace to which they can escape 
and driving them from that refuge will achieve the exact opposite of what is wanted. It is quite 
acceptable to use the smoker to clear bees from the lugs of the frames so that they may be 
lifted, it is also good practice to use smoke to clear the edges of the hive boxes to eliminate as 
far as possible bees being squashed. It helps to position oneself so that the wind is blowing in 
the direction the smoke needs to drift! 

Clive de Bruyn, a well known UK beekeeper, mastered the use of a smoker as few others have, 
he is the author of "Practical Beekeeping" well worth reading. 

 

(3) Hive Tool 

The standard hive tool is best for beginners, that is the one with the last inch or so one end bent 
at right angles to the long part of the tool. This short end is used for scraping the tops of frames 
and suchlike to remove wax and propolis. The other end needs to have long bevels on both 
sides tapering to a thin edge. That is important as it will be used to separate boxes, lift crown 
boards and separate frames....depending on the users style of working. If you have a choice, 
get one eight or nine inches long with a slim waist.....you will be holding it in your hand while 
lifting boxes and doing other hive manipulations. You do not need to buy a very expensive tool, 
but preferably get a stainless steel one. All or almost all hive tools come from China and the 
same tool is often sold at very different prices by retailers, especially in the UK. If you have 
access to a small angle grinder and a flap disk, remove the arrises from the edge of the hive 
tool, this will make it infinitely more comfortable to hold in the hand. 



 

 

The above are the three main tools, but to these you may wish to add a bee brush, a useful and 
not too expensive an item. Horsehair brushes which were standard years ago have deteriorated 
in quality and have now been mostly replaced by brushes with nylon bristles which often having 
plastic handles, these are very good as they are easy to sterilise and keep clean. However to 
get the best from them they need to be worn down a little, sweep them over a sand and cement 
plastered wall or over a sheet of coarse glass paper until the bristle ends are smooth and almost 
pointed and the little blobs at the cut ends of the bristles have been worn away, then the bees 
will not be damaged. To use the brush hold it at right angles to the frame and flick, do not use it 

as if you were pointing scallops (ask your grandfather ). 

 

Most beekeeping equipment suppliers will do a kit for beginners, which invariably is much 
cheaper than buying the items individually. Take a look on the IBA CLG website, a number of 
suppliers are mentioned there and their prices are very competitive. The best value beekeeping 
equipment in Ireland is available from those advertisers.........they deserve to be supported. 

 

One other suggestion, get your kit in good time and do not wait until the bees arrive before 
getting familiar with its use. Put on the bee suit a few times and get used to seeing through the 
veil, wear it outside and in time you will forget there is a veil there. Practise lighting the 
smoker.....better do that outside too! Use a cigarette lighter and newspaper or a kitchen towel to 
get it started and then add bits of wood, rolled up corrugated paper, twigs, wood shavings, bits 
of plain compressed fire logs, wood pellets in fact use anything flammable that is non toxic to 
humans and bees. Practice will make perfect and remember it will usually take ten or fifteen 
minutes for the smoker to light properly.  

 

For those who have difficulty finding classes on beekeeping or who just want to supplement 
their classes, there is the  excellent "Haynes Bee Manual", I'm not sure all the suppliers above 
stock it, but Paul O Sullivan Dublin, certainly does and it costs about 25 euros. 

 

Hopefully the above will be of some help to those about to keep bees for the first time, do let us 
know what you think, we may continue with other occasional articles on related themes if there 
is an interest.  Enjoy your bees. 

 

 

 

 



Feedback from the AGM 
The 2nd AGM of the IBA clg was held on the 23rd 
March 2019 in the Firgrove hotel in Mitchelstown. 
 
The event was hosted by West Cork Beekeepers’ 
Association who did a magnificent job all round. 
 
Picture on the left is of Barry Sullivan Chairperson 
West Cork BKA welcoming us all to the event. 
 
We had a very successful meeting with a huge 
workload to get through. All motions and resolutions 
were discussed and voted on in a congenial and 
respectful manner that was a credit to the members 
of the IBA clg. 
 
 

Jacqui Glisson Chairperson IBA clg 
 
 



 

Tokens of appreciation were given to Dr Breandán Ó 
Cochláin for his contribution to our education system 
and Pauline Walsh who was one of our founding 
directors and who is stepping down this year. 
 
Keith Pierce, left,  gave us a wonderful lecture on the 
maths of swarms . 
 
Two new directors were elected, Garrett Dempsey 
from North Kildare Beekeepers Association, you will 
all have come to know him as company secretary 
and Alan Forskitt from 3 Counties Beekeepers’ 
Association. 
 
We are absolutely delighted to have them join the 
board and are looking forward to working with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Garrett Dempsey our new director 
entertaining and impressing us with his 
quirky sense of humour and extensive 
knowledge and experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On left Denis O Sullivan Beaufort Beekeepers and 
our treasurer doing a great job explaining the 
accounts and answering questions. 
 
 
Thank you to our sponsors for their generous 
donation of spot prizes. 
Paul O’Sullivan – Bee Supplies 
Aine Curran – Donegal Bees 
Future Forests 
Advance Science 
 

  

https://beesupplies.ie/
https://www.donegalbees.ie/
https://futureforests.ie/
https://www.hivealivebees.com/


Notes from a grumpy beekeeper 

Grumpy McGrumpface  
Somewhere off the M7 
 
 
My grumpiness diminished a bit today when I saw wonderful photos on the BBC website for 
garden photographer of the year including an amazing shot of a bumblebee 
https://www.bbc.com/news/in-pictures-47118130 
 
Was grumpy earlier as 1 of my colonies has succumbed to the winter. Hope the others come out 
strong when the weather warms up a bit. Probably should’ve combined that colony in the 
autumn with a nuc that I had.  
 
Yes: it’s that time of the year when we all need to start strategizing about the year ahead - start 
assembling frames, boxes - maybe make a few ekes or dummy boards. Must call into one of the 
bee suppliers - they must be grumpy coming out of their hibernation! :-) Might consider a Bailey 
frame exchange for the first time. But where will I store the damn additional brood boxes when 
finished. Planning permission for a new shed needed me thinks! 
Good to have a rough plan but you’ll find that the bees tend not to read that and usually have 
their own plans!! 
 
Remember - education is important, but beekeeping is importanter! 

  

https://www.bbc.com/news/in-pictures-47118130


Webinars 
We have another great speaker lined up for April.  

Randy Oliver owns and operates a small commercial beekeeping 
enterprise in the foothills of Grass Valley in Northern California. 
He and his two sons manage around 1500 colonies for migratory 
pollination, and produce queens, nucs, and honey.  He has over 
50 years of practical beekeeping experience, plus holds B.S. and 
M.S. degrees in Biological Sciences.  Randy analyzes and digests 
beekeeping information from all over the world, as well as 
performing field research of his own, in order to not only broaden 
his own depth of understanding and knowledge, but to develop 
practical solutions to many of today's beekeeping problems, which 
he then shares with other beekeepers through his various articles 
in bee magazines, his speaking engagements worldwide, and on 
his website: www.ScientificBeekeeping.com 

The webinar will take place on Apr 25, 2019 8:00 PM Dublin  
Topic: Disease and Poor Nutrition by Randy Oliver  
 
There are only 100 places on this webinar so please don't register if you don't intend attending. 
To register in advance for this webinar: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/097c11011590e51a4ac87b605f06faf5  
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

http://www.scientificbeekeeping.com/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/097c11011590e51a4ac87b605f06faf5
http://www.scientificbeekeeping.com/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/097c11011590e51a4ac87b605f06faf5
http://www.scientificbeekeeping.com/


A nest of bees! 
Recently, a friend of mine was doing a routine clean out of his bird nest boxes, getting them                  
ready for the new nesting season. But when he climbed his ladder to clean a starling box he got                   
a big surprise when a swarm of bees met him as he tried to unscrew the lid. After a rather quick                     
exodus (he jumped off the ladder!) he contacted me for help. 

I checked the box a few days later and sure enough it was a honey bees nest rather than                   
wasps. The entrance to the nest box was beautifully reduced with propolis, though the comb               
could still be seen through the entrance hole (Photo 1). I sealed the entrance with cardboard                
and removed the box in its entirety (photo 2). It was very light suggesting that their stores were                  
already used up. Once safely in the back of the car I took it home (Photo 3). 

As it was still in the month of January, I decided not to take the box apart but to build a hive                      
around it instead. Luckily the dimensions were such that it fitted snugly into a brood box without                 
the need to saw off the lid or the back plate. There was nothing sticking out at the bottom either                    
so it sat flat on the floor of the hive (Photo 4).  

The next job was to make the hive secure and to feed the colony. I put three brood frames of ivy                     
honey to the front of the nest box, thus giving them immediate access to pollen and honey at the                   
nest box entrance. I also placed a lump of Candipoline on the floor of the hive next to the box                    
(Photo 5). I then placed a super on the brood box and added 4 frames of drawn comb which still                    
had a little honey from last year’s harvest. These had to run perpendicular to the brood frames. I                  
repeated this with a second super which brought the hive surround just above the top of the                 
starling box, filling most of the space in the hive (Photo 6). Having removed the cardboard from                 
the nest box entrance, I then fitted the crown board and the roof and reduced the size of the                   
entrance to the hive. 

The weather turned colder the next day and I didn’t see any activity from the hive. Two, three,                  
four days went by and nothing to be seen (Photo 7). Could they already have died out or were                   
they not able to find the entrance? Day five was warmer and a trickle of bees could be seen                   
popping in and out. Two days later I examined the floor insert and the tell-tale signs of wax                  
cappings could be seen under the brood frames. In the past few days the weather has been                 
unseasonably warm and the ladies are busy bringing in pollen. Now I can’t wait to open the hive                  
and see how they have settled into their new accommodation. There is something very              
satisfying about saving a colony from almost certain death and nursing it back to health. Let’s                
hope the weather remains kind to the bees this spring. 

Brendan Kavanagh 

North Kildare Beekeeper’s Association 
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Beekeepers Gathering Dunmanway 
By Jacqui Glisson West Cork Beekeepers’ Association 
 
On the 17th Feb the beekeepers of Carbery Beekeepers Association, South West Cork 
Beekeepers Association and West Cork Beekeepers Association got together in Cox’s Hall, 
Dunmanway, for a day of beekeeping and home baking. 
 
It was well attended with over 80 beekeepers foraging in the equipment supplier stands, and 
swapping tales of towering stacks of supers and the previous heavenly summer. 
 
The afternoon started with an entertaining talk by Pat Curran in which he described his unique 
method of swarm control. He showed us his ingeniously modified  floors and “mini skirt”  for 
swarm control. All beekeeping equipment I assure you. After a few comments that I suspect had 
his wings clipped when he got home, his own queen bee was in attendance, we were then 
regaled by Jim Donoghue from the Midlands association. 
Jim gave a very informative and interactive talk on what we can do to help our bees now. He 
spoke about planting heathers for bees and insuring that they had an easily accessible source 
of warm water nearby. He also demonstrated how he applies fondant to his hives, and gave tips 
on how to gauge if the colony is alive and well. 
 
All in all a wonderful day that will keep us ticking over until the dandelion blooms, and the 
beekeeping starts in earnest. 
 
Thank you to all the organisers who worked so hard behind the scenes to make this such a 
huge success and thank you to the sponsors of the wonderful spot prizes. They were 
 
Ben Harden Beekeeping Equipment 
McEoin Honey 
Bee Supplies 
Donegal Bees 
Dingle Beekeeping Supplies 
 
 
 

https://benhardenbeekeeping.com/
http://www.maceoinhoney.com/
https://beesupplies.ie/
https://www.donegalbees.ie/
https://irishbeehives.com/


 
Great picture in the Southern Star of Leon with his smoker donated by Mac Eoin Honey. 



 

Survey Results-Association Apiaries 
Garrett Dempsey, IBAclg Secretary 
 
At IBAclg, we were curious as to how many local associations have an association apiary.  
In North Kildare we currently have 2 and are hoping to have a 3rd in 2019. I will return to this 
topic in the next newsletter and examine the various reasons why it’s of immense value to local 
beekeepers to have an association apiary. In the meantime, here are the results from this short 
survey. Almost, half of the respondents do have an assoc. apiary. IBAclg is available to work 
with those who don’t have an assoc. apiary to assist with getting a project like that up’n’running.  
 
 

 



 

 

  



 

 

   

 



Trees for Bees from Coillte 
NATIONAL TREE WEEK 2019 

March 31st – April 7th National Tree Week 2019 

In support of the National Tree Week, we decide to 
encourage our members to plant some bee friendly 
trees. 
 
So Colette O’Connell, our PRO, approached Pat 
Peters,Manager of the Coillte Ballintemple Nursery in 
Carlow, to see if he could assist. He very generously 
donated 1000 trees to the cause. 
 
Imagine our surprise when in less than 24 hours, the number of trees ordered by our 
members was 3000 ! Colette was dispatched to see if she could persuade Pat to part with a 
few more trees, which he very kindly did, and the planting began. 
 
For those of you who did manage to get some trees we would love to have some photos of 
you planting your trees for the website and our newsletter. They can be sent to 
editor(at)irishbeekeepersassociation.com. 
 
Also  please acknowledge Coillte as sponsors when you can. They have been extremely 
generous and patient with us. 
 
Thank you to  Pat Peters 
Manager, Coillte Forest | Coillte 
Ballintemple Nursery, Ardattin, Co Carlow, Ireland 
and our own PRO Colette O' Connell, for the hard work done on this project. 
 



How to plant your trees 

 





 
  
 

Planting Advice when Planting Saplings  
                                       From Pat Peters of Coillte 
 
 
Planting single trees allow 2 metres square between trees.  
 
Remember that these trees grow.  
 
One tree = 2m x 2m = 4 sq metres, or 2,500 per hectare. Oak you could                 
space out to 3m x 3m and plant Scots Pine in between 
 
Plant in pairs to ensure that those trees that need cross           
pollination are catered for. 
 
If Planting a Beech Hedge………. 
 
Use a string to keep plants in a straight line – remember you will have to look at the result                    
for a long time, so take your time when planting.  
NB.  A beech hedge has a realistic life span of 100 years. 
 

1. Dig a trench - mechanically with a mini digger using a 25-30cm bucket and              
back fill as you go i.e. return the soil to the trench. 



2. Firm this retuned soil by carefully treading on it, remove any stones and plant              
close to each side of the trench. 

3. Using a spade push well into the soil, pull the handle forward to create a               
planting pocket, place the plant into this pocket deeper than required. Remove            
the spade, bring the plant back up to its correct position (helps to straighten              
roots) and firm with the ball of the foot. 

 
Plants may be planted up to 2.5cm deeper than the depth they were in the nursery (a colour                  
change (ring) can be seen on the root collar) because the ground will settle around them. 
 
Planting/Spacing : For best results plant two rows 15-30 cm apart : plant  at 45-60cm centres 
within the row and don’t forget to ‘stagger’ (offset) plants, see diagram (not to scale).  
 
* ←45cm

→ 
*  *  *  *  * 

  ↑ 
20c
m 
↓ 

        

 *  *  *  *  *  
 

No’s required: Double row @ 45cm (1.5ft) centres requires 130 plants  per 30m (100ft) of 
hedge. If you have 100m (325′) of hedge it will require 440 plants. 
Double row @ 60cm (2ft) centres requires 100 plants per 30m (100ft) of hedge. If you have 
100m (328ft) of hedge it will require 330 plants.  
 
When the hedge is planted watering is required. Water carefully, the ground should be              
kept moist – not wet or waterlogged. It helps to create a small bank of clay along the edge of                    
the hedge, holds the water until it soaks into the soil. Be careful not to overwater as the                  
oxygen will be dispersed from the soil. 
Keep roots covered (leave in the bag) as they do not tolerate drying out – “if roots dry the                   
plant will die”. 
 
When Should You Plant………Most hedge plants can be planted from mid Nov            
right up to June, if using cold-stored plants. 
 
Note: 
The extended planting period is due to the fact that some nurseries (including Coillte) put               
the plants in cold storage in the winter, keeping the plants dormant. 
 
Hand weed hedge as required – mulch with peat, bark etc to conserve moisture and control                
weeds. 
 
 



Coillte Stakeholder Information Notice 
  

The purpose of this Information Note sent to you is to inform you that Coillte is changing the main                   
chemical used in our forests for the control of the large pine weevil ( Hylobius abietis ) on reforestation                 
sites.  

The large pine weevil is a serious pest of young trees in Ireland and if left untreated in certain cases                    
could cause significant mortality to the newly planted trees. Coillte operate an integrated pest              
management policy and we strive to continually reduce the amount of chemicals used in forestry. We                
carry out site inspections and only apply insecticide to those sites where weevil outbreak is likely to                 
occur.  

Currently, the insecticide used to control the weevil is cypermethrin (10% w/w), otherwise known as               
Forester, and we are replacing it with a chemical called acetamiprid (20% w/w), commercially known as                
Gazelle SG or Ceta. Coillte’s policy is to use only those chemicals which are approved as safe to use in                    
forestry by the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine’s Pesticide Registration and Control              
Division (PRCD). The PRCD have recently approved acetamiprid for use in plant pre-treatment and              
top-up spraying applications in Ireland. 

As part of our Integrated Pest Management Strategy, we are progressively reviewing our pesticides              
usage and switching to more environmentally friendly alternatives. Acetamiprid, is a systemic,            
neonicotinoid insecticide, also referred to as a ‘neonic’, and is widely used in the control of damaging                 
insects in agriculture and horticultural crops. European Commission toxicology and environmental           
impacts studies show that, if used as directed, it is significantly less harmful to bees and aquatic life                  
respectively than cypermethrin.  

This change will begin from February 1st 2019 as we phase out our use of cypermethrin and replace it                   
with acetamiprid. 

For further information please see our website or contact info@coillte.ie 

Thank you for taking the time to read this correspondence. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Sharon Byrne, 

Stakeholder Engagement Officer. 

  

 

 

mailto:info@coillte.ie


 

Book review 
By Colette O'Connell Waterford Beekeepers 

 
Beekeepers world wide are concerned with the state of honey bee colonies worldwide.  The 
threats facing Pollinating insects is out in the public domain, with everyone wanting to do what 
they can to help honey bees.... 
 
And here is where this great book comes in. 



 
Maja Lunde is a Norwegian author and screenwriter who has written books for children and 
young adults and she has written scripts for Norwegian television.  The History of Bees, is her 
first novel for young adults and has reached top ten best seller across Europe.  She is based in 
Oslo with her husband and three children. 
 
This author, according to the New York Times looks at climate change and its effects as well as 
the present day threat to pollinating insects, which faces the planet at present.  Maja Lunde 
looks at honey bees whilst spanning the decades.  From England in 1851, the USA in 2007, to 
China in 2098, the History of Bees intermingles the facts of the past with the dire future facing 
us all should the decline in pollinators and our honey bees not be halted.  To beekeepers, her 
apocalyptic fiction will appear so very plausible! 
 
England -1851, and William is a biologist and seed merchant who sets out to build a new type of 
beehive, a new development that will ensure his family's financial future whilst also bringing his 
family honour and fame. 
 
USA - 2007.  George is a beekeeper and fights an uphill battle against modern farming, and 
pesticides which threaten his beehives and his future.  He believes that his son will be their 
salvation. 
 
China - 2098.  An insight to our future, should insects become extinct.Tao spends her daylight 
hours on top of fruit trees where she hand paints pollen from flower to flower to ensure a fruit 
crop now that bees and pollinators have long since disappeared.  Following a tragic accident, 
Tao's young son is taken away by the authorities.  When Tao is kept in the dark about his 
whereabouts and condition, Tao sets off on a  gruelling  to find him and what has happened to 
him. 
 
These three stories are joined by one common theme; honey bees and pollinators and their 
ongoing importance for our continued existence.  The relationships between parents, and 
parents and their children runs parallel to the subtle relationship that we humans have with 
nature and humanity. 
 
Beekeepers everywhere will find it hard to put this book down once they pick it up....And every 
so often, they will have a visual reminder of the topic on which they read when they turn the 
pages and see an insect, a honey bee or pollinating insect, at different locations on different 
pages as they go. 
A most enjoyable read which appears on library shelves country wide!  
 
 



THE BRIDE PROJECT 
Increasing Biodiversity on Intensive Farmland 

A talk by Tony Nagle Ecologist on the Bride Project. 

This project works with farmers in East Cork to 

increase the biodiversity of their land through 

individualised habitat plans and wildlife 

management initiatives.  

Friday 24 May 2019 7.30pm 
at 

SHEP Buildings Station Road, Ballincollig, Cork  
Coordinates 51.87644,-8.593476

All are welcome, this event is free. 

Places are limited, to book please e mail 

shepearthaware@gmail.com


SHEP Earth Aware 
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Thank you 
 

The next eNewsletter will be in ‘May-Jun 2019’ 

 

Please submit any articles/photos you wish to have considered for the newsletter to the editor - 
see email address below. 

 

All content © Irish Beekeepers Association clg except where otherwise indicated 
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