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Extract from Kahlil 
Gibran’s The 

Prophet
And now you ask in your heart,  
"How shall we distinguish that 
which is good in pleasure from 
that which is not good?"  
Go to your fields and your 
gardens, and you shall learn that it 
is the pleasure of the bee to 
gather honey of the flower,  
But it is also the pleasure of the 
flower to yield its honey to the 
bee.  
For to the bee a flower is a 
fountain of life,  
And to the flower a bee is a 
messenger of love,  
 



 
And to both, bee and flower, the 
giving and the receiving of 
pleasure is a need and an 
ecstasy.  
 
People of Orphalese, be in your 
pleasures like the flowers and 
the bees.



2016/2017 Winter 
colony losses: COLOSS 

annual survey
by 

Mary F Coffey and John Breen 
COLOSS is an international 
research organisation 
established to monitor winter 
colony losses being experienced 
by beekeepers in many 
European countries and beyond.  
Since 2008, Irish beekeepers 
have actively participated in this 
survey.  In 2017, as in previous 
years, the survey was 
disseminated in late April/early 
May using a variety of media 
including meetings, emails, An 
Beachaire, and online using the 
FIBKA and NIHBS webpages,



with the aim of encouraging as many 
beekeepers as possible to participate 
and thus minimising bias. In all 
formats of the survey (printed/online) 
beekeepers were given the 
opportunity to complete the survey 
anonymously, but the name of the 
town closest to their apiary (main 
apiary if beekeeper had more than 
one) was an essential question. 
Achieving proper representation of 
the beekeeper population is difficult 
but essential if the estimation of loss 
rates is to be reliable. 
To allow winter losses to be 
estimated, beekeepers were asked 
the number of colonies wintered and 
the number of colonies lost or dead 
post-winter. The number of dead/lost 
colonies was subsequently divided 
into three groups:  



* Colonies which were alive after 
winter, but had unsolvable queen 
problems (worker layer, drone layer, 
sterile queen) 
*Colonies which had died out or 
were reduced to a few hundred bees 
*Colonies lost due to natural 
disaster.  
 
The analysis of the international 
dataset from previous years 
identified a number of factors which 
were potentially contributing to 
increased winter losses and include 
operation size, insufficient control of 
Varroa, age and quality of queen 
and forage crops used.  To verify 
these findings, the 2017 survey also 
included questions on operation 
size, beekeeping management 
techniques (for example changing 



foundation, age of queens, 
migration) and the Varroa 
treatments administered, if any, to 
the colonies.  
 
403 beekeepers completed the 
2016/2017 survey of which less 
than 2% were incomplete or 
invalid. 37% of beekeepers 
completed the printed version 
(mostly from An Beachaire) while 
the online response rate reached 
62%. As indicated on the map 
(Figure 1), the response showed a 
good geographical spread with 
beekeeping community 
represented to some extent in most 
counties. However, as in previous 
years, a total of 12 counties (Table 
1) had fewer than 10 responses.



Figure 1: The geographical distribution of 
respondents in the 2016/2017 annual 
survey on winter colony losses.



Such a low response rate limits the 
type of analysis; hence, in these 12 
counties the mean winter losses 
was not estimated as the result 
would be unreliable. 

Table 1: The number of respondents per 
county in the annual survey on winter colony 
losses



In 2016/2017, the national average 
winter colony loss experienced by 
beekeepers was 13.3%: 8% due to 
unsolvable queen problems, 5% due 
to colonies dying out and 0.3% due 
to natural disaster. Exceptional 
winter losses in Cork (24%) and 
Kerry (22%) exceeded the study 
average of 13% (Figure 2). 

Figure 2: The mean winter colony losses in 
counties that the response rate was more than 
ten respondents.  



This is the first year that a separate 
number of colonies lost due to 
natural disaster were presented. In 
the Irish context natural disasters 
refers to flooding, wind, fallen 
trees, cattle/sheep, vandalism and 
theft. However the low percentage 
losses being attributed to natural 
disasters suggests that like 
beekeepers in many parts of 
Europe and in the US, Irish 
beekeepers perceive that natural 
disasters have a negligible effect 
on increased winter colony losses. 
In contrast, Irish beekeepers 
perceive queen problems as the 
main contributing factor to 
increased winter colony losses. In 
2015/2016, 12.5% of colony losses 
were attributed to queen problems 
and again this year 8% were 



attributed to queen problems. The 
COLOSS study average for losses 
due to queen problems was 
approximately 5%.  
Considering the annual trends in 
winter colony losses, Figure 3 
shows winter losses in 2016/2017 
was significantly lower than losses 
experienced by beekeepers in 
2015/2016 2012/2013, 2008/2009 
and 2009/2010, while similarly low 
losses were reported by 
beekeepers in 2011/2012 and 
again in 2013/2014. The black line 
(Figure 3) indicates the percent 
colony losses (15%) which 
beekeepers consider acceptable, 
at least since the arrival of Varroa 
mite in 1998. 



Figure 3: The annual mean national winter 
colony losses from 2008 to 2017 based on 
the COLOSS survey

The aim on this year’s survey, is 
again to assess the winter losses 
being experienced by Irish 
beekeepers and the submission 
of our data to an international 
dataset allows Irish beekeepers to 
compare their losses with 
beekeepers in the UK and other 
European countries. Here in 
Ireland, the poor weather during 
the winter months combined with



the late Spring this year has 
definitely challenged colonies to 
survive and preliminary discussions 
with beekeepers on winter losses 
from different counties suggests 
that losses in many parts of the 
country may be high. In order to 
verify this anecdotal evidence and 
ensure that our estimate on winter 
colony losses is reliable it is 
important that as many beekeepers 
as possible complete this year’s 
survey.  Beekeepers who wish to 
complete it manually, can easily 
remove the printed version of the 
survey, which is included in the 
centre pages of this edition of the 
magazine and return it to Dr Mary 
F Coffey, Teagasc, Oakpark 
Research Centre, Carlow. 



An online version of the survey will 
also be available with links on the 
FIBKA, NIHBS and IBA CLG 
webpages from 1 May. Please 
participate and if you have any 
queries feel free to contact me at 
Mary.Frances.Coffey@ul.ie 



COLOSS: Honey Bee Colony 
Loss/Survival Survey 

2017/2018 

The annual COLOSS survey on 
winter colony losses is now 
available for completion online by 
clicking the hyperlink: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
coloss2018 
Alternatively, it can be completed 
manually by printing the pdf file 
Completed surveys should be 
returned to Mary F Coffey, 
Teagasc, Oakpark Research 
Centre, Carlow.  
Closing date is 1 June 2018 
Please participate…Thank you 
Mary F Coffey 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/coloss2018










From Spring to 
Swarming - April and 
May 

Jim Donohoe Beemaster Midlands BKA 
April 2018

DRONE Frames 
In our rapidly expanding colony 
with 10 sides full of brood, stores 
and stored pollen, we can now 
introduce specialised drone rearing 
frames. 
We can remove 2 empty frames or 
stores frames to make room. 
These are carefully stored for use 
in the future making of nucs. We 
locate these drone rearing frames 
in frame positions 3 and 9 i.e. two 
frames in from each end.  



These frames have an open space 
at the bottom of 4 inches without 
foundation. Use super depth 
foundation instead of  full size to 
achieve this! 
These open spaces allow the bees 
the choice and usually build drone 
sized cells. This wax is secreted 
from their wax glands when they 
gorge on syrup or diluted honey. 
Their body temperature soars to 37 
°C to do this. This concentrates the 
Drones reared to these 2 frames.  
Otherwise they will rework the wax 
in frames and build Drone cells in 
the corners and under the bottom 
bars till they satisfied. You cannot 
stop them ! 



Drone comb



Drone Sexual Maturity 
A drones requires 24 days from egg 
to his emergence from the cell, and  
12 more days to mature sexually.  
When emerged as adults they are  
fed by the nurse bees until they are 
fully mature. If a major setback  
occurs which threatens colony 
starvation, they will be sacrificed.  
Allegedly they do not work. They 
are essential to the colony's genetic 
future. They contribute by acting as 
large heat radiators and perhaps  
they entertain the (all female 
workers) by telling them jokes ! 
► In 5 weeks the colony with 
Drones can Swarm if it really wants 
to.  
► A colony will not swarm without 
flying mature Drones. 



► A colony without Drones 
handles badly and seldom 
collects a surplus. 
► A check for Varroa is to uncap 
some drone cell and pull out the 
pupa.

Uncapped drone brood showing Varroa



The emerging young bees clean 
and polish cells for 3 days and 
then when their glands mature 
and they become nurse bees. 
Each can feed 3 larvae so that 
340 nurse bees can rear 1000 
larvae. There is now a greater 
combined number of eggs, larvae 
and capped brood than of  
adult bees !  
The actual population has not 
increased since our start date of 
February 14th. It has been in 
gradual decline since, because all 
bees reared in October that 
survived the winter and reared this 
years early batch of brood are 
now dead.  

The Spring Turnover



The mortality rate decreases now 
because of the young population  
of  bees. These will live for 35 days 
or more, until they work 
themselves to death. When we 
have 9,000 young bees reared to 
replace all the winter bees, we 
have arrived at our third major 
landmark . 
We can designate this as The 
Spring Turnover. 
This marks the replacement of the 
population of the aged with the 
young.  
The first landmark was the 
successful rearing of 1,000 bees 
by the beesthat survived through 
the Winter and into Spring with 
enough vitality and bodily 
resources for the arduous task. 



The second landmark was the 
successful filling of 5 frames 
of brood and starting drone 
rearing with a lot of heat from 
and rapidly diminishing stores 
and intermittent pollen 
collection changeable 
weather. It is the living proof  
of their amazing adaptation to 
all the challenges they meet. 

The Month of May

 "A wet and windy May fills the 
haggard full of hay"  
With 5 full frames of brood, we 
enter a rapid build-up in the 
population of the adult bees 



Our prosperous and expanding 
colony can now afford the luxury 
of rearing the drones, those 
needed to mate virgin queens.  
They represent a major 
investment by the colony of both 
food and heat.  
These males are 50% larger in 
size and must be very well 
nourished and incubated for 3 
days longer than the female 
workers ! 
The drone cells are normally built  
in the lowest and therefore coldest 
part of the brood-box. This area 
close to the floor now needs to be 
heated to a tropical  34.5°Celsius 
to incubate the drone brood ( at 
almost our body heat).  



Accept this as a really positive 
indication of a large, healthy and 
prosperous colony. It also signals 
the countdown to the swarming 
season ! 
You will see hundreds of bees on 
orientation flights each afternoon 
at the front of the hive. Soon you 
may see and hear the low hum of 
the drones on the wing. 
The queen increases her egg 
laying to her maximum rate. 
Perhaps a 1,000 eggs per day, or 
more. This more than her body 
weight in eggs. This requires her 
to be fed large quantities of Royal 
Jelly. There will soon be 900 bees 
emerging every day !  



This rate of laying will achieve  
a peak at 30,000 adults or more 
and possibly 2000 drones and 
maintain this population level until 
the summer honey flow if they do 
not swarm. 
The colony is at it's most vigorous 
now, brood rearing and foraging. 
Each emerging bee covers the 
area of 3 cells so the daily increase 
of 900 can cover a side of a brood 
frame or a full super frame !  
We were very concerned to rear 
the first 1,000 and now it takes a 
day.  

SPACE ALERT !
The difference between a great 
beekeeper and others is one 
week.



This population explosion 
explains why so many 
"beekeepers" get a big surprise 
in May ! 
Lack of space = SWARM 
preparations.   
They will need more space. Add 
another super when the bees 
occupy 6 frames in the first 
super. The supers are there to 
accommodate the emerging bees 
and any surplus nectar from the 
abundance available.  
Boosting a Weaker Colony

If you have 2 or more colonies you 
can at this time strengthen the 
weakest. 
If the weaker colony has enough of 
bees to cover all its brood frames 
and more, take a frame of fully



capped brood from the strongest 
and shake the bees back into their 
hive. Put this frame beside the 
brood of the weaker colony. The 
empty frame from the weaker is 
put in the strong hive without bees.  
From this frame will emerge 3000 
or more bees in 12 days ! 
This weaker colony may have 
been slower to rear their initial 
1000 bees that we have discussed 
previously. 
In this situation we SWAP the hive 
positions. The weaker now gets 
the greater foraging force that is 
oriented to this hive position. No 
fighting, no problems.Both of these 
manipulations give a major boost  
to the weaker hive and the 
stronger colony quickly recovers 
strength. 



► The skilled beekeeper is a 
week ahead of the bees ! 
► Exchange hive positions to 
gain the larger flying forager 
bees. 
► Giving a frame of fully 
capped brood to a weaker 
colony. 

Propolis
Propolis is exuded by trees and 
the bees use it extensively as a 
glue to seal any small openings 
or cracks watertight. If your 
clearances around the frames 
are wrong they will glue them 
solid ! They use it to varnish the 
brood cells and woodwork. It is a 
sticky antiseptic, anti-fungal and 
anti-microbial resinous substance 
that is hard to collect and 
manipulate. 



It is vital to the health of the brood  
in suppressing germs and 
microbes.Learn to love it !   
It is one the four substances that 
the foragers collect i.e.  
water, pollen, propolis and nectar.  
Beekeepers tend to look only at 
the nectar because it is converted  
to honey by the bees. The bees 
need all four. 

Abundance of Propolis 
Pollen and Nectar

We get a massive increase in 
pollen and nectar sources at this 
time of the year. With a late spring 
like this we can have many nectar 
sources yielding at the same time.   



With the mild May weather it is 
easier to fly and forage on the trees  
coming into blossom. Depending on 
your location you will get Sycamore 
yielding green tinted nectar and 
large pollen loads, the Horse 
Chestnut yielding a brick red pollen 
and profuse propolis !  
The Apple trees and other fruit tree 
will blossom this month.  
The hedges blossom white with 
Hawthorn trees. "The Easter Snow". 
Fantastic honey if it yields !  
If there are enough bees of foraging 
age available for this harvest, and if 
the weather is not too wet or windy, 
the bees can put a surplus of honey 
in the Supers. This really boosts the 
colony to bursting point. 
This is the time for the Third Super. 



Next Month we turn our full 
attention to the subject of 
SWARMING.  
The complex factors leading to 
and the fascinating phenomenon 
of swarming  that is widely 
misrepresented and 
misunderstood.  
 
Preventing and dealing with 
Swarms is a true test of 
beekeeping skills.  
 
This will cover the topics of The 
Curse of Casts, using Trap Hives 
and the J.D. (very) Modified 
Method of Artificial of Swarming.    



The Holly Bush is very valuable 
shrub/tree for bees. It flowers in 
May and June.The flowers which 
are small, form white clusters. It 
flowers for approximately three 
weeks. Furthermore, it is a very 
slow growing shrub and may take 
years to develop into a small tree.  
The berries are also a valuable 
food source for birds during the 
winter. 
St. Johns Worth flowers from May 
to August.It produces a lot of 
pollen,which is yellow in colour.  It 
produces no nectar and can also 
be grown easily from cuttings. 

FLOWERS FOR 
MAY

By Billy O Rouke Sliabh Luachra BKA



Holly female

Holly Berries both photos courtesy Edward 
Hilll NKBKA



The Hawthorn or Whitethorn 
which could be described as a 
shrub or small tree, flowers from 
May to June. It produces both 
nectar and pollen.The pollen is 
white in colour and some years 
the bees will get a crop of honey 
from the Whitethorn.The honey 
produced from the Hawthorn is 
dark amber in colour and has a 
rich flavour. Also the Hawthorn 
grows well on most soils and is 
widely used as fencing by 
farmers.   
Broom flowers in May and June 
with orange coloured pollen. 
This plant grows best on black 
and sandy soils and can often 
be found on riverbanks.  



Hawthorn tree in May



Hawthorn blossoms

Bee on Hawthorn photos Edward Hill 
NKBKA



The Lilac which is a sweet 
scented shrub, flowers in May 
and June.The flower tubes are 
too long to be accessed by most 
bees, apart from the bumble 
bee. It is a great producer of 
nectar which can rise 4 to 5 mm 
up the flower tube. 

Photo of Broom flowers by Edward Hill



Forage and motorways.
By Edward Hill NKBKA

For pollinating insects, the loss of 
forage is probably their biggest 
threat. Without flowers from 
which to collect pollen and nectar, 
honey bees and other pollinating 
insects will not survive. 
 
Many insect pollinators are 
affected by habitat loss, habitat 
fragmentation, introduction of 
non-native species leading to 
competition, isolation and in 
breeding, but aside from these 
issues, it is probably the loss of 
forage that has the bigger impact 
on pollinator health and survival. 



It is important that wherever you 
locate your colonies, they have 
enough flowering plants for them 
to forage on.  
 
Due to the high demand for crops 
pollinated by insects, there is an 
increasing awareness of the 
importance of pollinating insects, 
with honey bees usually get more 
credit than they deserve. Honey 
bees are a worthy news item at 
the moment, as they are one of 
the better-known pollinators by the 
general public. 
 
When foraging, honey bees 
express what is referred to as 
floral fidelity. Although they are 
also Polylectic that is they visit 
many different flowering plants.  



Floral fidelity means that they 
are excellent pollinators of 
agriculture crops, as they will 
forage on one type of crop only if 
it is secreting nectar with a high 
sugar content. In Ireland 
examples of this floral fidelity 
amongst honey bees would 
include OSR, beans, heather 
and fruit trees. 
 
Unlike other pollinators, honey 
bees over winter as a colony. 
This means a huge foraging 
force ready to pollinate in the 
spring. They also forage further 
from their colonies than other 
pollinators, they exhibit floral 
fidelity and they store excess 
honey, which is why most people 
keep them. 



During the month of March, 
depending on the weather, honey 
bees will be out foraging, and 
beekeepers will be planning the 
year ahead. When bees are out 
early in the season they will be 
collecting pollen mostly from 
willow trees, then it will be 
dandelions for both nectar and 
pollen. There will not be any 
large tracts of land with crops 
providing nectar and pollen, so 
they will not express floral fidelity. 
So at this time of year they will 
be polylectic competing with 
other pollinators 
 
But this is where some of 
problems for pollinators arise. . 



March is also the start of the 
grass cutting season, and this 
will continue for twenty-six weeks 
during the year. March is the 
month when dandelions begin to 
flower, and the start of the grass 
cutting season effects the 
numbers available to the bees, 
especially in gardens along 
motorways and other roads. 
 
Around this time of year, you will 
read of lots of complaints from 
interested members of the public 
about grass cutting on roadsides, 
and removal of flowering plants 
for pollinating insects, but have 
you ever wondered why this is 
done and the reasons behind it? 



Why is grass cut?
Grass is often cut to facilitate 
maintenance work such as: 
Surface treatment. 
Ditch clearing. 
Forward visibility of essential road 
signs. 
Some hedgerows cut to improve 
visibility and sight lines even 
though they are the responsibility 
of the adjacent landowner. 
Improvement of sight lines near 
junctions. 
Grass cutting on motorways and 
near towns is carried out to provide 
safe line of sight and provide safe 
stopping distance for traffic.  
In towns grass overhanging 
pavements causes people to walk 
on roads. 



Cut grass and cycle paths 
encourages people to walk and 
cycle in designated areas. 
Otherwise access to towns and 
villages would be difficult and 
dangerous. 
Long grass if not cut dries out 
and can become fire hazard in 
event of car accident or from 
cigarette butts.
Having said all that there is an 
awareness that motorway 
verges play an important role for 
pollinating insects and other 
wildlife. 
 
Site sensitive management is 
required to maintain verges as 
wild-flower habitats. 



Mowing decks are raised to allow 
low flowering plants such as 
clovers to flower and seed. 
Weeds are not sprayed in areas, 
although it is carried out along 
drainage systems also along road 
verges to prevent damage to 
structure of road. 
Green waste not removed left to 
rot naturally. 
Invasive species such as 
Japanese Knotweed not cut but 
mapped. 
Maintenance is also carried out in 
places to remove saplings and 
progressive invasive species. 
Motorways are recognised as vital 
refuge corridors for wildlife 
including plants/birds/ insects and 
mammals. 



Some areas are designated 
amenity areas for wildlife and are 
managed as such the same 
applies for roundabouts.  
The all-Ireland pollinator plan has 
been adopted by councils and 
there are aims and targets 
involved. 
While we would all like to live in a 
perfect world where we all co-
habitat with wildlife it is just no 
possible to facilitate everyone’s 
wishes. 
 
There are regular complaints as to 
why roadside maintenance is 
carried out and why it is not carried 
out all.  
 
I have heard of people requesting 



that wild flower meadows not be 
planted on road side verges 
because it was attracting insects 
that would be killed. Also, cyclists 
and motor bike enthusiasts have 
express concern about roadside 
plantings that attract large 
numbers of flying insects and 
wildlife that come to both forage 
and hunt on the verges.This you 
will notice by the amount of road-
kill of both rabbits, hares, badgers, 
foxes, hedgehogs and even deer.  
 
There are lots of good 
communities coming together to 
improve their local environment 
some with the best intentions in 
the world. But they are not always 
successful due to lack of funding, 
local support and knowledge. 



If you want to help, why not get 
involved? You could write well 
thought out reports to your local 
representatives.You could work 
with local environmental groups, 
talk to people and explain what is 
happening, and why. 
This could include a planting and 
protection from disturbance 
policy. 
Local nurseries regularly grow 
what is easiest to propagate, 
leading to a narrow range of 
selected plants, but if you request 
plants suitable for pollinators, 
they will grow them. Source your 
plants locally rather than buying 
imports, as local grown plants 
flower when pollinators are 
active. Imported plants usually 
flower later in the season. 



There are some excellent 
examples of plantings carried 
out to encourage pollinators and 
the trend seems to be growing. 

The Moat of Ard Scull Wild�owerThe Moat of Ard Scull Wild�ower……
Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lav6mJLbKds
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK4Et1Wn7IGJvWDzLeXXFyA


On the good-news front Waterford 
is making great inroads in making 
Waterford City Ireland's first 
Pollinator City and to spread out 
these ideas and plans. For more on 
same see: Irish-pollinator-
initiative/all-ireland-pollinator-
plan/latest-news/ 
There was also talk about 
"Dungarvan -  A Safe Place for 
Bees" to raise awareness (and 
plants) to help facilitate all 
pollinators and then to continue to 
connect the two urban areas via the 
Greenway where extensive work 
has been done to facilitate wild/solo 

Co. Waterford Beekeepers 
celebrate county wide 

support for Pollinators!!



bees which are much better at 
pollination than the  familiar 
honey bee. This will eventually be 
extended out.



The news in brief
The Heritage Bill Protest

Bee Vision Webinar by Dara 
Kilmartin
Eu near complete ban on 
neonicatinoids



Heritage Bill 2016 
Protest 

Report by David Lee North Cork 
BKA



Donal Kelleher being interviewed by TG4

Seamus Reddy SKBA in the background



On Wednesday 25th April 2018, 
Donal Kelleher, Billy O Rourke, 
David Lee, John Morgan and 
Seamus Ready (I.B.A CLG.) 
travelled to Dublin to meet fellow 
beekeepers from Co.Tipperary, 
Galway, Mayo, Kilkenny,Dublin, 
Meath, Louth, Limerick and Clare. 
The purpose of the meeting was to 
support The Irish wildlife Trust, 
Bird watch Ireland and the Hedge 
laying association in their protest 
outside the Dail against changing 
the Heritage Bill. We met outside 
the Boswell's Hotel  at 12 o clock,  
then after a brief chat we moved to 
a position outside the entrance to 
Dail Eireann. There we chatted to 
approx. 150 fellow beekeepers. 



It got very busy with TDs and 
Senators chatting to beekeepers, 
and discussing the bill. The 
uplands burning in March, which 
would destroy the nesting birds 
habitat was highlighted. These 
are protected under section 40 of 
the wildlife act. Serious damage 
would be done to the flora and 
fauna, destroying the valuable 
source of nectar and pollen not 
only for bees, but also for a lot of 
other pollinators and wildlife. The 
the highlight of the day was an 
interview given by Donal Kelleher 
to TG4. This interview appeared 
on the evening news. David Lee 
spoke to the press and handed 
them  a pre-prepared press 
release.It was a hectic 2 hours ! 



We were fortunate to have a lady 
from Birdwatch with us. She had a list 
of all TDs and Senators so was able 
to contact them to ask that they come 
out and speak to their constitutes. 
This was very successful. I would like 
to thank Billy o Rourke, John Morgan, 
and Seamus  Ready for the effort 
they put in. They each carried a 
banner which showed up very well. A 
special thanks to two ladies who 
asked me for the banners.I know one 
of these  was from Co, Mayo, I am 
unsure where the other lady is from. I 
contacted  some of Senators on 
Friday to see what progress was 
made on the bill. I was told  that  it 
was at the second stage. A lot of 
debate had taken place and there 
was a lot of opposition to the bill in its 
present form, no vote took place.  



 Bee Vision Webinar

Dara Kilmartin did a great webinar 
for us on Bee vision. This took 
place on Thursday 27th April 2018. 
Beekeepers from all over the world 
including Samoa, the Solomon 
Islands, Maryland USA, Europe and 
Ireland, all got together in groups at 
friends homes, local libraries and at 
at work, to watch and take part in 
this webinar.  I believe the webinar 
was followed by a few refreshments 
and some healthy debate on the



perfect colour to paint one's hives. 
 
Thank you to Dara for doing this 
webinar for us, and having the 
courage to embrace this new way of 
getting information out there.   
For information on further webinars  
keep an eye on the calendar on our 
website 

One of Dara's slides from the webinar, 
distributed with his permission 

https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/the-beekeeping-year-at-a-glance.html


EU member states support 
near-total neonicotinoids 

ban

Wild flower meadow next to sugar beet

Back in 2013 the European Union 
opted for a partial ban on the use of 
the three chemicals in this class: 
Imidacloprid, clothianidin and 
thiamethoxam.



The restrictions applied to crops 
including maize, wheat, barley, 
oats and oil seed rape. The newly 
agreed Commission regulation 
goes much further, meaning that 
almost all outdoor uses of the 
chemicals would be banned. 

This is great news for our 
pollinators. For further information 
go to BBC news

http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-43910536


Upcoming webinars
Postgraduate Jack Hassett has 
discovered that millions of the 
pure native species are living in at 
least 300 hives throughout the 
country. 

LIT Scientist proves the existence of pure nLIT Scientist proves the existence of pure n……

H� wil� tal� abou� hi� researc� vi� 
webinar o� 24t� Ma� 2018 a� 8p�

Register in advance for this webinar: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlyvUMXlgM4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQDYZEgClcmb-X2g2OXTGsQ
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IlOg9_eiTbG0Fe6O-CGO3g


He is a honey bee virologist with 
previous experience at USDA, 
UMD, UNCG.  You can find his 
main publications at 
www.InsideTheHive.TV His interest 
in honey bees came from his 
father, who keeps bees in Brazil, 
and his virology background comes 
from his work on human viruses at 
the University of Sao Paulo. 

O� Ju� 21, 2018 
8:00 PM Dr. 
Humbert� 
Boncristian� wil� b� 
talkin� t� u� abou� 
be� viruse� an� their 
effect� o� � colon�.

You will need to Register in 
advance for this webinar:

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sADqKIE6TD6yq2DrDDk6QA


Inside the Hive TV

Welcome to InsideTheHive.TV your new hoWelcome to InsideTheHive.TV your new ho……

Dr Humberto Boncristiani is 
also the creator of the u tube 
channel Inside the Hive TV.

His aim is to simplify the science 
in order to help beekeepers 
manage our colonies better.

Have a look at and subscribe 
to his site

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYUEntyD4s0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy_oMgMW7ImhNNp4T7N3atQ
https://www.youtube.com/c/InsideTheHiveTV


And now for something 
completely different

This Dog's Nose Saves Bees | National GeoThis Dog's Nose Saves Bees | National Geo……

Specially trained sniffer dogs 
detect AFB

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtYVhej-9bY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpVm7bg6pXKo1Pr6k5kxG9A


The winner of this months quiz 
was Dronette 

 
Congratulations you win the € 10 

from MacEoin Honey farms. 
 

Thank you once again Ger for 
your generosity.  

http://www.maceoinhoney.com/
https://www.onlinequizcreator.com/may-2018/quiz-372740



