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September newsletter
Welcome to the September 
edition of the IBAclg monthly 
eNewsletter. 
 
August is often the busiest month 
for beekeepers!  Hopefully, most 
of you got to take some supers 
off! Many beekeepers consider 
September as the start of the 
beekeeping year. You should have 
completed your varroa mite 
treatments or at least have that in 
progress. The timing is critical for 
several reasons: 
The bee colony is starting to 
decline in preparation for winter. 
However, varroa mite numbers 
may still be on the rise and thus,  



the ratio of mites to bees can rise 
dramatically leading to serious 
problems in colonies which were 
thriving only a month before.  
Consider mite sampling now to 
verify that the treatment was 
successful. 
All throughout the summer, drone 
brood attracts varroa, but in the 
autumn, colonies will have stopped 
raising drones and the mites that 
would normally have avoided 
worker brood now have nowhere 
else to go.  
The brood that is being currently 
raised in your colony will become 
the nurse bees that raise your 
winter brood. As much as possible, 
they need to be well-nourished and 
disease-free/mite-free as they 
have to rear the robust winter bees 
that are needed to help your 
colony survive in late winter/early 
spring. 



Some treatments (eg Apiguard) 
need an ambient temp of 15 
degrees C which becomes less 
likely as the autumn proceeds 
 
 
Good luck to members sitting the 
IBAclg Intermediate and Senior 
exams on the 29th of September. 
Finally, we advise all beekeepers to 
remain vigilant for the Asian Hornet 
(Vespa velutina) 
 
Garrett Dempsey 
Secretary 
IBAclg

Keep an eye out for 
IBAclg events and 
for dates/events for 

your local 
association via the 

calendar on our 
website

IBA website
IBA on facebook
IBA on U -Tube

https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162925297629154/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD5fVM6P4qUQ0ED9yksvCVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/the-beekeeping-year-at-a-glance.html
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The Poetry Corner
Garrett Dempsey, NKBKA

"Nature" is what we see— 
The Hill—the Afternoon— 
Squirrel—Eclipse— the Bumble bee— 
Nay—Nature is Heaven— 
Nature is what we hear— 
The Bobolink—the Sea— 
Thunder—the Cricket— 
Nay—Nature is Harmony— 
Nature is what we know— 
Yet have no art to say— 
So impotent Our Wisdom is 
To her Simplicity. 

Nature Is What We See  
Emily Dickinson 



Bee smoker

History of the smoker 
[from Wikipedia] 
 
Long before the invention of the 
bee smoker, humans had 
discovered that smoke calmed 
bees. It is not clear when this 
practice started but it has been 
used in various parts of the world 
where honey is collected in the 
wild. A camp fire can be started in 
near proximity to the nest, a 
smouldering stick or torch can be 
brought to the nest. It is still used 
today in Nepal to collect wild  



psychotropic honey from cliff 
colonies. 
 
Moses Quinby invented the 
modern bee smoker with a bellow 
attached to a tin burner in 1873 in 
the Mohawk Valley, New York. As 
part of his Quaker upbringing and 
belief, he did not patent any of his 
inventions (including the smoker) 
and therefore gave it to the 
beekeeping community. Tracy F. 
Bingham of Farwell, Michigan 
improved and patented on January 
20, 1903 (US Patent # 
US718689A) an improved smoker 
based on the design of Quinby. 
 
There are many modifications to 
the basic original design. Since the 
burner can get very hot, a safety 
guard against burns is often placed 
into the second, outer can (making 
the smoker double wall). 



Alternatively, the burner can be 
surrounded with a protective wire 
cage. 
 
The fact that smoke calms bees 
has been known since ancient 
times; however, the scientific 
explanation was unknown until the 
20th century and is still not fully 
understood. Smoke masks alarm 
pheromones which include various 
chemicals, e.g., isopentyl acetate 
that are released by guard bees or 
bees that are injured during a 
beekeeper's inspection. The 
smoke creates an opportunity for 
the beekeeper to open the beehive 
and work while the colony's 
defensive response is interrupted. 
In addition, smoke initiates a 
feeding response in anticipation of 
possible hive abandonment due to 
fire.



Etymology of .the 
word 'super'

super- 
[Dictionary.com] 
 
a prefix occurring originally in 
loanwords from Latin, with the 
basic meaning “above, beyond.” 
Words formed with super- have 
the following general senses: “to 
place or be placed above or over” 
(superimpose; supersede), “a  



thing placed over or added to 
another” (superscript; 
superstructure; supertax), “situated 
over” (superficial; superlunary) and, 
more figuratively, “an individual, 
thing, or property that exceeds 
customary norms or levels” 
(superalloy; superconductivity; 
superman; superstar), “an individual 
or thing larger, more powerful, or 
with wider application than others of 
its kind” (supercomputer; 
superhighway; superpower; 
supertanker), “exceeding the norms 
or limits of a given class” 
(superhuman; superplastic), “having 
the specified property to a great or 
excessive degree” (supercritical; 
superfine; supersensitive), “to 
subject to (a physical process) to an 
extreme degree or in an unusual 
way” (supercharge; supercool; 
supersaturate)



Medical emergencies 
in the apiary
By Jacqui Glisson WCBA

It is good practice to always have 
a First Aid Kit available when 
going to the apiary 
 
The items this should contain can 
be found in here. 

First Aid Kit

Stings
If stung immediately scrape 
across the sting with a fingernail 
or hive tool. 
Squeezing or trying to pick it out 
will make it much worse. The 
quicker you are the less serious 
will be the sting. Apply 
antihistamine cream  
immediately. 

https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/first-aid-kit.html


This is a life threatening emergency 
and needs to be dealt with 
immediately. 
The signs to look out for are: 
Skin pale, cool and clammy 
Rapidly developing blotchy rash 
Breathing shallow – gasping for air 
Dizziness 
Pulse weak and rapid 
Itching or swelling in areas other 
than the site of the sting 
Tightness in the chest 
Nausea and often vomiting 
Unconsciousness or cardiac arrest

Anaphylactic shock

Action
Remove the victim away from danger 
of further bee stings. Do not remove 
their hood until well away from the 
bees and it is safe to do so. Also be 
aware that when a person is on the 
ground, the veil often falls against the 
face. Insure that the veil is not resting 
against the face and that the bees 
can't sting through the veil. 



Call  999 or 112 and give exact 
details of location and nature of the 
emergency.  
It is always a good idea to have the 
Eircode of the Apiary to allow the 
emergency services to get there 
rapidly 
 
Lay the victim down 
Insulate but don’t heat 
Offer plenty of reassurance and 
don’t leave them. 
Only move them to get out of the 
danger area 
Offer nothing to drink or smoke 
If patient becomes unresponsive, 
check airway and place in recovery 
position. 
Monitor breathing until paramedics 
arrive 
These reactions may be reversed 
by administering epinephrine 
(adrenaline) in the form of  EpiPen 
or Jext. 



Please be aware that an EpiPen 
contains epinephrine and should be 
self-administered. 
If you are not a doctor, or a trained 
paramedic, you should make this 
clear before administering an EpiPen 
to another person at their request. 
The injection can be administered 
through clothing if the risk of being 
stung is too great.

How to Use an Epi Pen videoHow to Use an Epi Pen video
Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

Video on how to use an epipen 
These guidelines can also be found 

on our website 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyRVxDj8u5s
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg32RWlqLkn0Nge9uTk0fdQ
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/medical-emergencies-in-the-apiary.html


Management of Anaphylaxis 
John Martin's version

Anaphylaxis, a lay man's input. 
These suggestions might 
help....................... 
 
1. Don’t give out to the casuality  
2. Ring south doc  
3. Check your speed before 
passing out Sunday drivers  
4. Keep calm  
5. Don’t need medical attention 
yourself when paramedics arrive  

Dunmanway BKA



Bee forage
By Tom the gardener Waterford BKA

An interesting plant that can be 
seen flowering in gardens since 
the middle of August is Japanese 
anemone, it will go on flowering 
into the middle of October. Its 
name derives from the Greek word 
Amenos meaning wind. Hence the 
the ordinary name is the Wind 
flower. It is of interest to 
Honeybees and Bumblebees 



because of its nutrient rich pollen. 
Although it is called Japanese 
anemone it is a native of Hupeh 
province in China, hence its 
botanical name is Anemone 
hupehensis. 
It is a member of the Buttercup 
family (Ranunculaceae) which 
means that like the ordinary 
buttercup it is also poisonous, 
though I'm reliably informed that the 
quantities that need to be consumed 
to be life threatening are large.  
In the garden it likes a well drained 
humus rich soil, in full sun or partial 
shade. It is best placed in a spot 
where it can.develop into clumps. It 
is best when given its own spot as it 
will out muscle other plants. It 
requires little maintenance or care, 
the dead stems can be cut back in 
the winter. when the clumps get too 
big for their allotted area they can 
be divided  up replanted.  



 They are plants that do not like 
drought but tolerate a wide range 
of soil types. Japanese anemones 
come in a range of pink and white 
colours, They grow up 1.5m in 
height , which makes then useful at 
the back of borders or flowerbeds, 
Very good pink varieties are 
Anemone h. 'Hadspen Abundance', 
Anemone h. 'Bressingham Glow', 
Anemone h. 'Max Vogel', Good 
white varieties  are  Anemone h. 
'Honorine Jobert' and Anemone h. 
'Louise Uhink' 

Lax sea lavender (Limonium 
humile) is a plant of salt marshes 
which flowers from late July to late 
August. Apart from the colour of its 
Flower clusters which resemble 
the colour of lavender, it has 
nothing in common with the latter. 
IT is a multi stemmed shrub like 



plant growing to a height of about 
40 cm. With many clusters of small 
five petal led flowers it provides both 
pollen and nectar to the honey bee 
and many other species of bumble 
bees. Ireland holds about 25% of 
the European population of this 
plant so if you have bees within 
foraging distance of this colourful 
plant of the salt marshes count 
yourself lucky. 



An Irish beekeeper in 
New Zealand.

By Edward Hill NKBKA

Manuka near Glenorchy 
 

All photos are Eddies too 



New Zealand’s most famous 
beekeeper is probably Sir Edmund 
Hilary, the first man along with 
Tenzing Norgay, to reach the 
summit of Everest in May 1953. 
 
Beekeeping in New Zealand 
appears to be a huge industry with 
over 887,519 thousand hives and 
7836 beekeepers registered and 
produced over 14,885 tonnes of 
Honey last year. The beekeeping 
industry is worth about $5 billion to 
the economy, with bees playing an 
important role, not just in Honey 
and Bee products, but also 
pollinating crops such as clover for 
nitrogen regeneration, seed crops 
and fruit orchards. 
 
I recently visited New Zealand  



during our Summer, but on the 
other side of the world it was the 
end of their winter with daffodils 
coming into flower in their parks 
and deciduous trees bare of 
leaves and no Honey bees out 
foraging. 
 
While travelling throughout the 
countryside, there were lots of bee 
hives to be seen in some very 
remote areas; some in lowland 
areas stacked up for the winter 
and some high in the mountain 
passes in very remote areas with 
no sign of habitation for miles.  
 
In Auckland in the middle of the 
city there is was a small urban 
garden offering workshops on the  



the importance of pollinating 
insects, their role in world Eco 
systems, and how they can be 
preserved through organic 
gardening. It started as a “living 
social Sculpture”, with local 
homeless people contributing to 
the building of the gardens. On 
Saturday mornings they were 
advertising that a local beekeeper 
would be on site with an 
observation hive to explain to 
visitors the importance of honey 
bees as pollinators. Unfortunately I 
would not be around for the talk as 
we moved further south. 
 
I also saw beekeeping activity in 
the Waitakere mountains and in 
Rotorua, an area famous for it's 
hot pools and pungent aroma. . 



Rotorua nicknamed, Sulphur city, due 
to the strong smell of rotten eggs 
around the area caused by 
geothermal activity and the hydrogen 
sulphide emissions bubbling up from 
underground. 
 
It was here I met Nick Cameron, who 
has been a beekeeper for more than 
15 years, and runs “Buzz Stop”, a 
Honey bee centre for all things 
related to beekeeping.  



He believes there is a high demand 
for a honey bee centre like this for 
people to get hands on experience 
of beekeeping.  
He said they have approx. 2.1 
million people coming through 
Queenstown every year, and not all 
are adventurers wanting to jump off 
bridges or go white water rafting, 
so he is offering another option. 
 
Nick maintains over 1000 hives in 
the Queenstown area. He keeps 
hives in remote mountain areas 
and on Vineyards in the locality. 
His father and brother are also 
bee-keepers, looking after their 
own hives. He had just finished 
treating his bees for varroa mites, 
which are a problem for him. 



I asked him about swarm control 
with that many hives, and he said 
he was not concerned as he 
keeps Italian bees and just gives 
them loads of space to get on 
with it. When it comes time to 
harvest his crop, he takes two 
supers from each hive for 
extraction and usually leaves one 
for the bees to over winter on, 
and he does not usually have to 
feed them sugar supplement. 
 
 I also enquired whether he is 
involved in Queen rearing, and 
while he would like to get involved 
in it, he just does not have the 
time.  He said that there is a lot of 
research going on into bee 
genetics in New Zealand, and that  



he had purchased some Queens 
from the Dunedin bee breeding 
company. We spoke about the fact 
that we were starting to harvest in 
Ireland now, and how he was 
looking forward to the start of his 
beekeeping season in approx. 
three weeks. 
 
He started the business “Buzz 
Stop” about three years ago 
offering visitors the chance to put 
on a bee-suit and work a hive of 
bees under supervision.  
 
There is also the option to extract 
your own honey, bottle it, and take 
it away, as he has an extraction 
facility on site and visitors to his 
café can watch the honey being 
extracted behind a glassed wall.  



Honey tasting at the Buzz Stop Shop

Hobbit beekeeping in Middle Earth



There are other options available 
as well such as making your own 
candles, honey tasting, and an 
observation hive built into the wall. 
If you want to watch visitors handle 
the bees, there is an enclosed 
area within the shop where you 
can watch with bees having 
access to the outside through the 
roof. If you are a beekeeper in the 
area during the busy summer 
months, there are opportunities to 
work with Nick as a seasonal 
guide. It would be a great 
experience for some young person 
on working Visa to experience.  
 
We visited Hokitika, a small 
seaside town, made famous by the 
goldrush in 1800s. 



In Stella café near the beach, we 
stopped for lunch, are were 
surprised to find a large observation 
hive located inside. I spoke to the 
owner about managing the bees 
inside the café, and she informed 
me a local beekeeper called once a 
fortnight when the café was closed 
to remove the hive and replaced it 
the following day. The bees had 
access to outside through a pipe 
and there was a feeder located 
inside the hive, there was also a 
small heater attached to the inside 
wall of the hive. This, I believe, 
would be a big attraction in a café in 
a tourist area in Ireland, and an 
opportunity to promote honey bees 
and sell your produce.



Greymouth is the largest town on 
the west coast, which is famous for 
its mining and gold extraction. It 
was our last stop before getting the 
train to cross the southern Alps. 
We stayed with Scott Parfitt, who 
keeps some hives around his small 
farm, and sells under the name of 
Spring Creek Honey.  

Scott Parfitt's Hives



In the town the following morning, 
there was a protest march against 
the use of 1080, which is a 
pesticide spread by helicopters 
over large areas to kill rats, stoats 
and possums, all invasive, which 
feed on native bird species. 
It is used along with other trapping 
controls by the Department of 
Conservation (DOC). The DOC is 
also committed to seeding 800,000 
hectares, or 1.9 million acres, with 
pesticide concealed in cereal food. 
I spoke to one local in a café about 
the protest and he described them 
as loonies, he thought the spread 
of this poison was effective in 
killing invasive mammals. 
 
Crossing the southern Alps 



through Arthur’s pass by train, I 
observed lots of hives along the 
route the only way to place honey 
bees in this area would be by 
helicopter, several companies 
specialise in this type of transport 
for honey bees, firefighting, feral 
animal control and tourism to name 
but a few.  
 
The small coastal town of Kaikoura 
is located north of Christchurch. It 
suffered from a devastating 
earthquake on 14 November 2016. 
The earthquake measured 7.8 
magnitude on the Richter scale, 
moving the South Island five metres 
closer to the north island and 
permanently lifted parts of the South 
Island around Kaikoura eight metres 
above sea level.  



There was a beekeeping shop 
listed in Kaikoura which I had 
planned to visit, but it was not 
there anymore. The damage from 
the earthquake was still to be seen 
around town. Tourists are  starting 
to return, which is welcome news 
for the local economy. Eco tourism 
is big business, with Whale 
watching by boat or helicopter 
available, bird watching, walking 
and swimming with dolphins also 
available. There was a lavender 
farm nearby, but they were not in 
flower. I noticed many bee hives 
near the town. 
 
Wildrose Apiaries are listed as a 
beekeeping business in Kaikoura, 
and following the earth quake their 



business was seriously damaged, 
with their extracting facility on the 
wrong side of a major slip, leaving 
them to contract out their extraction 
and with difficulties accessing their 
hives. 
 
Another business listed in Kaikoura 
was Waiau apiaries. It's owner had 
to hire a helicopter to travel to his 
apiaries to right lots of hives that 
have toppled during the quake, 
costing him $1700 per hour. Lots of 
beekeepers came to the area to help 
with specialist tasks, but the 
continued restriction on the roads 
and access to some areas make life 
difficult for beekeepers. We 
experienced long delays on some 
roads into the area due to land  



slippage and ongoing works. While 
out at sea whale watching, the boat 
returned nearer the coast and the 
damage could be seen from afar, 
with massive land slippages and a 
raised coastal shelf visible. The 
power of nature is incredible, and 
people are still suffering the effects 
of the earth quake two years on. 
 
We returned to the North island via 
Christchurch, which also suffered 
major damage from the earth 
quake, with some parts of the city 
still closed off, and large areas red 
zoned, where no more building will 
take place as it is on a fault line. 
 
A visit to the National Botanic 
gardens here is well worth taking 
in. It was founded in 1883 with the  



planting of an English oak tree. It is 
now a 21-hectare park, with 
numerous gardens. The Herb 
garden was opened in 1987, and 
has an extensive collection of 
medicinal herbs around the 
curator’s house. There are six hives 
located throughout the gardens, with 
one in the Herb garden. Last year 
the first honey was harvested from 
the hives, and sold in the visitor 
centre's gift shop. Having honey 
bees located in a public location like 
this contributes to public awareness 
of the importance of pollinating 
insects. 
 
Auckland was our last stop, and we 
visited a local market in the Mount 
Eden village centre. At a honey stall   



outside “Manuka Corner” were a 
variety of honeys, waxes, candles 
and lotions for sale. The stall 
holder told me she kept 1300 
hives throughout the region, and 
all their honey was local sourced 
from Manuka, Kanuka, 
Phoutakawa, and Rewarewa 
plants, all having their own distinct 
colours and flavours. 
 
Manuka is a monofloral honey, 
sourced from Leptospermum 
scoparium. 
Kanuka is from Kunzea ericoides, 
and is related to the manuka tree.  
Phoutakawa is Metrosideros 
excelsa, or the New Zealand 
Christmas tree, a member of the 
Myrtle family, and looks  



while in flower. 
Rewarewa's  Latin name is Knightia 
excelsa, a tall slender tree, also 
known as the New Zealand 
Honeysuckle. 
There was an opportunity to taste 
all the different honeys on the 
stand. 
 
I did not plan on checking out any 
beekeeping activities while visiting, 
but there were hives in lots of 
places we visited. It is a very scenic 
country, and the people were very 
friendly. Anyone I spoke to about 
beekeeping was more than willing 
to share their experiences. It would 
be an interesting experience to 
spend a season working on one of 
the large Apiaries throughout New  



Zealand and both the Honey 
centre in Queenstown, and Buzz 
stop, were looking for guides 
during the coming season. 



Galway  
Beginners' Beekeeping  
Class 

Sept 10 to Oct 22 
Details here 

 



IBAclg: Education 
and Webinars

This month we were fortunate to 
have two great lecturers for our 
webinar.  
Dr Mary Coffey from the National 
Apiculture program spoke to us 
on Autumn Varroa treatments and 
Mr Ted Massey fom DAFM 
explained how and what we need 
to record on the medications we 
use in our hives. 

Link to DAFM 
and the National Apiculture 

Program 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beekeepinghoney/
http://www.nationalapicultureprogramme.info/


Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

Webinar on Autumn 
Varroa Treatements and 
recording of medications



Septembers Webinar 
The Asian Hornet 

Last Saturday an Asian Hornet 
was discovered alive (and 
captured) on a ferry in Poole, UK 
heading for Cherbourg. 
 
There is the possibility that this 
insect came from a nest, as yet 
undiscovered, in Poole. 
 
We need to be vigilant in our own 
Apiaries at this time of year too.  
This months webinar is with Dr 
Thomás Murray from the National 
Biodiversity Centre and he will be 
educating us on the Asian 
Hornet. 
 
To register see next page. 



Dr Tomás Murray from the National 
Biodiversity Unit will be doing a 
webinar for us on the Asian Hornet. 
Register on this link. Hi there,  
 
When: Sep 27, 2018 8:00 PM Dublin  
Topic: Asian Hornet talk by Dr 
Tómas Murray National Biodiversity 
Centre  
 
Register in advance for this webinar: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN
_mafw42qcSkeuRgH8TIGXVQ  
 
After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing 
information about joining the 
webinar.

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mafw42qcSkeuRgH8TIGXVQ


Tomás Murray Bio 
After graduating from UCC in 
2001 with a degree in Zoology, 
Tomás completed his doctorate on 
the conservation biology and 
genetics of wild Irish bees in 
Queen’s University Belfast before 
moving to Teagasc in 2007 to 
investigate the pollination biology, 
disease ecology and genetics of 
commercially-reared bumblebees. 
In 2010, Tomás became an 
Assistant Professor of Zoology in 
Martin Luther University, 
Germany, researching the 
conservation biology of insects 
and the relationship between 
biodiversity and the provision of 
ecosystem services, and returned 
to Ireland in November 2013 to 
join the National Biodiversity



Data Centre. His current projects 
include coordinating the national 
butterfly and bumblebee recording 
schemes, developing a suite of 
national biodiversity indicators to 
measure Ireland’s progress in 
attaining the Aichi 2020 
Biodiversity Targets, and 
investigating the conservation 
biogeography of Irish invertebrates. 
He has authored 21 peer-reviewed 
academic papers. 2 book chapters 
and 2 IUCN Regional Red Lists.



Letter from Dr Una Fitzpatrick: 
All Ireland Pollinator Plan

Dear All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 
partners, 
 
Just a few updates on the All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan. All is 
progressing well and across 
sectors we’re seeing increasing 
engagement with the Plan 
www.pollinators.ie 
 
We released the latest of our 
sectoral guideline series this 
month. This one is on actions 
Faith Communities can take to 
help pollinators 
http://www.pollinators.ie/new-
guidelines-call-on-faith-
communities-to-help-pollinators/ 

http://www.pollinators.ie/
http://www.pollinators.ie/new-guidelines-call-on-faith-communities-to-help-pollinators/


In June, we also released the first 
document in a series that is aimed 
at highlighting how specific sites 
can be better managed to support 
pollinators/biodiversity. We were 
delighted to release the first one 
(Pollinator-friendly management of 
Group Water Scheme sites), in 
collaboration with the National 
Federation of Group Water 
Schemes. We hope to follow this 
up with guidelines for wind farms 
and solar farms next. 
 
In ROI, The Tidy Towns Pollinator 
award and the Green Flag for 
Parks pollinator award have both 
been judged. It is brilliant to see 
the positive impact of both these 
awards. Congratulations to 



Castletown Demesne – the overall 
Pollinator Award winner for 2018 in 
the Green Flag for parks 
competition. 70 Tidy Towns groups 
entered the special pollinator 
award this year, and we were 
blown away by the quality of many 
of the entries. The winners in that 
competition will be announced in 
September.  
 
As of this week, 50 companies 
across the island have signed up 
as business supporters of the All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan. Under our 
framework, they agree to take one 
action in the year of signing up an 
another two by 2020. These can 
be physical actions around their 
site or sponsorship of local 



pollinator-friendly activities. We 
hope to actively engage with this 
sector over the coming year to 
encourage more businesses to 
sign up. 
 
You might be aware that we have 
an online mapping system (Actions 
for Pollinators) where anyone who 
is helping can let us know what 
actions they have taken 
http://pollinators.ie/record-your-
actions.  We are seeing increasing 
numbers of people using the 
system, but it is still only capturing 
a tiny fraction of amazing work 
being done out there. Please 
consider logging your actions if 
you’ve not already done so. 

http://pollinators.ie/record-your-actions


Within the All-Ireland Plan Steering 
Group, we feel that the most 
important thing over the next 12-18 
months is to raise the profile and 
get as many people as possible 
across sectors interacting with the 
Plan and taking actions. The more 
we can do that, the more we can 
strengthen our hand for a more 
ambitious and properly resourced 
next version in 2020.  
 
We greatly appreciate your 
ongoing support. 
 
All the best 
 
Úna 
Dr. Úna FitzPatrick 
Project co-ordinator: All-Ireland 
Pollinator Plan 



Congratulations to Paul O'Brien 
new president of FIBKA. 
We wish him well in the year ahead. 

Fibka outgoing president Gerry Ryan handing 
over to the new president Paul O'Brien at 

Congress 2018 



Heritage Week 
North Kildare Beekeepers at 

Castletown House 
Mark Fitzpatrick, NKBKA PRO 

pro@nkbka.com 

North Kildare Beekeepers' 
Association returned to 
Castletown house in Celbridge 
during Heritage week and took 
up residence in the coach house 
displaying their beekeeping 
wares. Luckily the weather held 
good over the weekend and there 
was a great turnout making the 
event one of the busiest the 
association has ever attended. 
There was a mixture of attendees 
with some travelling specifically 
to learn about bees and



beekeeping. Others were at 
Castletown for Lego building, a 
ceramics exhibition, an incredible 
display of Honda Goldwing 
motorcycles or just for a weekend 
walk. Nobody was able to resist the 
urge to stop and hunt for the queen 
and marvel at the thousands of 
bees safely stowed in the 
observation hive.  
 
North Kildare provided a display 
combining the history and heritage 
of beekeeping with the 
requirements of modern 
beekeeping. On display was a 
range of hives from the skep to the 
National and virtual frames allowed 
the visitors to see exactly how a 
hive is made up. Also on display 
was honey production showing 
everything from a show grade 
super frame to honey tasting of the 
finished product. This gave visitors



an insight into the production of local 
honey and why they might choose it 
over mass produced products.  
 
Finally there was a display 
emphasizing the importance of 
pollinators. The message was drilled 
home with free apples which simply 
wouldn't be there without help from 
pollinators and I think every one 
appreciated their efforts! 

NKBKA at Castletown 
House 
Continued... 



NKBKA, Castletown... 
Some Photos (Michael McCourt, NKBKA) 





Bee with pollen 
(C) Wikipedia 

For those studying for exams, 
questions are often asked about 
pollen. 
Pollen is a fine to coarse 
powdery substance comprising 
pollen grains which are male 
microgametophytes of seed 
plants, which produce male 
gametes (sperm cells). Pollen 
grains have a hard coat made of 
sporopollenin 



that protects the gametophytes 
during the process of their 
movement from the stamens to the 
pistil of flowering plants, or from the 
male cone to the female cone of 
coniferous plants. If pollen lands on 
a compatible pistil or female cone, it 
germinates, producing a pollen tube 
that transfers the sperm to the 
ovule containing the female 
gametophyte. Individual pollen 
grains are small enough to require 
magnification to see detail. The 
study of pollen is called palynology 
and is highly useful in paleoecology, 
paleontology, archaeology, and 
forensics. 
Pollen in plants is used for 
transferring haploid male genetic 
material from the anther of a single 
flower to the stigma of another in 
cross-pollination. In a case of self-
pollination, this process takes place 
from the anther of a flower to the 
stigma of the same flower.



Registering with DAFM as 
a honey producer

Click ---> HERE to download the 2 
page form

IBAclg encourages all beekeepers to 
register with DAFM ... 
 
Reasons to register... 
1. It'll probably be mandatory in the 
future 
2. IRL gets funds from EU 
proportionate to number of 
registered beekeepers - the more 
beekeepers who are registered, the 
more funds will be allocated 
3. Having that DAFM registered 
number on your label adds to your 
accreditation if you're selling honey. 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beekeepinghoney/registrationofbeekeepersandpurchasersandpackersofhoney/


4. If we care about beehealth and 
honey/food traceability it's 
worthwhile 
5. No cost and minimal effort to do 
this and it's a once-off task 
6. Note comments from Ted 
Massey on recent webinar 
dispelling the myths around this 
topic 
7. Will help IBA & local beekeeper 
associations to get funds from 
DAFM, Heritage, Co Councils etc 
8. As Ted Massey mentioned, 
DAFM are in fact, less inclined to 
inspect a beekeeper who's already 
registered with them. 

DAFM registration... 
Continued... 

Letter from Ted Massey explaining 
registration requirements for small 
scale beekeepers.



Dear IBA, 
Recently there appears to have 
been a lot of communication  and 
some degree of confusion regarding 
beekeeper registration 
requirements.  This email aims to 
provide clarity on this issue.  
 
The position is that if a beekeeper 
wishes to sell or give honey to 
anyone outside their own home they 
are placing food on the market (as 
defined in EU legislation) and 
should register as a honey producer 
with the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine (DAFM).   
 
DAFM conducts checks on the 
honey producer’s registration status 
where DAFM identifies Irish honey 
being supplied to retailers/packers.  
Beekeepers that are not registered 
with DAFM are requested to register 
and are considered a higher risk 
category for inspection than those 
that have chosen to register



voluntarily. 
 
Registration forms and an 
associated FAQ document are 
available on DAFM’s website at: 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmin
gsectors/beekeepinghoney/registrati
onofbeekeepersandpurchasersandp
ackersofhoney/  
 
As many of you will already be 
aware DAFM does not intend to 
exempt small scale beekeepers from 
current EU food safety legislation 
(Regulation (EC) No. 852/2004).  
This decision was based on the 
following considerations: 
 
1.      In accordance with Regulation 
(EC) No. 852/2004 to provide an 
exemption for small scale 
beekeepers Ireland would be 
required to introduce national 
legislation that would have the same 
objective as the 



aforementioned EU legislation. 
 
2.      Current EU draft animal health 
legislation, which is expected to be 
approved at EU level, will require 
registration of each apiary site 
regardless of beekeeper scale.  
This is due to come into effect in 
2021. 
 
3.      The fact that the EU food 
safety legislation (Regulation (EC) 
No. 852/2004) does not impose a 
significant burden on honey 
producers, whilst also helping 
ensure the safety and traceability of 
honey from a consumer 
perspective. 
 
It should also be noted that DAFM 
is not aware of any EU Member 
State that has decided to exempt 
certain categories of beekeepers 
from the EU food safety legislation 
(Regulation (EC) No. 852/2004).



The Department would appreciate 
if you could bring the key elements 
of this email to your Members 
attention.   
 
The Department would also like to 
engage with your Association in 
positive manner over the coming 
months in anticipation of the new 
Animal Health Law that we expect 
to come into force in 2021. 
 
 
Many thanks, Ted 
 
Edward Massey, 
 
Agricultural Inspector, Horticulture 
and Plant Health Division, 
 
Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine. 



Contact us...
contact@irishbeekeepersassociation.com

mailto:contact@irishbeekeepersassocation.com

