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News from the Board 
Hello everyone, 
The directors of IBAclg met last Saturday and are pleased to announce that there will be no 
increase in the annual membership fee for 2020. We know that many of you will be holding 
AGM's in the coming months and will wish to set your own membership fee inclusive of this 
amount. 
 
One small amendment is that we can no longer accommodate dual members at a reduced fee - 
we would ask those members to renew as full members please... This only impacts a very small 
number of members and has required us to validate that alternate membership for insurance 
purposes. Apologies to the few members that this relates to ... we hope that the additional small 
amount is not too burdensome. 
 

A big welcome to our new 
association, Eblana Beekeeping 
Association  (“EBA”)  
 
Ireland’s newest Beekeeping group, serving beekeepers in Dublin and the surrounding region is             
delighted to announce its formation and is now open for membership applications for 2020.  
See our website  www.eblanabeekeeping.simplesite.com  
Contact us at eblanabeekeeping@gmail.com for a membership application form or if you have             
any enquiries. Members can join as Full Members or just to enrol for the beginners’ course.  
We have a WhatsApp group and you’ll find us on Facebook  
We will run a Beginner’s Beekeeping Course over 6 weeks in Jan-Feb and monthly members’               
evenings each month after that plus ongoing practical apiary visits, social activities and lots              
more!  
EBA is affiliated to the Irish Beekeepers’ Association clg (“IBAclg”) and membership of EBA              
automatically gives membership to IBAclg along with insurance cover for beekeeping activities.  
What’s with the name?  
Eblana is believed to be the oldest recorded name for Dublin – read about it  here  
We look forward to hearing from you!  
www.eblanabeekeeping.simplesite.com   eblanabeekeeping@gmail.com  
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Survey 
 

h�ps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LM3TFCD 
We’re hearing feedback from many of our members that this year has been             
difficult for queen ma�ng and also problems with drone laying colonies. 
We invite all members to par�cipate in the a�ached survey so we can assess the               
extent of this across the country, thank you. 
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The Silent Extinction of Insects 

 

Dr. Tomás Murray, Senior Ecologist with the National Biodiversity Data Centre explores our 
understanding of global insect losses 

  

What’s happening globally? 

Fundamentally, insects are “the little things that run the world”, (E.O. Wilson, 1987) and this is 
why the current conversation about insect declines is so necessary.  Given that insects outrank 
all other animals in terms of species, numbers and biomass both worldwide and in Ireland, and 
that along with other invertebrates they are our pollinators, predators, decomposers, soil 
engineers and simply food for other animals, changes in their diversity and abundance can have 
profound consequences for how our landscapes function and human well-being. 

 
Insects play fundamental roles in the ecosystems, so maintaining insect populations is essential. (From Gordon et al. 
2019.) 
Before the very real concerns about pollinator loss reached the level of public awareness it has 
today, for most people their perception of conservation involves the protection and restoration of 
large charismatic vertebrate populations and the spaces they live in.  Consequently, a major 
success of the recent reports of alarming insect declines has been to trigger public attention to 
their plight and stimulate discussion on the value of insects.  However, there have been some 
mixed messages about the decline and I think it’d be valuable to try and clarify what the science 
is (and is not) telling us and what I think is needed to capture the changes in Irish insects. 

Firstly, the global picture: are we witnessing “insectageddon”, across the world?  Insect declines 
have been documented across a whole variety groups, habitats and countries for decades, but 

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/the-silent-extinction-of-insects/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/the-silent-extinction-of-insects/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/the-silent-extinction-of-insects/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/the-silent-extinction-of-insects/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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at a fraction of the intensity of which vertebrate groups have been studied.  For example, of the 
69,903 species of vertebrate (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fishes), 48,101 (69%) 
have had their risk of extinction assessed via the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Red List process.  In contrast, 8,121 out of 1,000,000 (0.8%) known insect 
species have been through the same process (latest table  here ). 

 
The underrepresentation of invertebrates on assessments of species extinction risk (IUCN Red Lists). The area in red 
in each pie chart identifies how many species have been assessed as a percentage of the known species in each 
group. (From Eisenhauer et al. 2019.) 
In addition, our knowledge of insects is very patchy in both time and space as it biased towards 
those countries that can afford to fund insect science.  This became painfully obvious in the 
study published in April by two Australian-based researchers aiming to quantify global changes 
in insects by summarising the results of published academic papers documenting insects 
declines:  60 out of the 73 research papers included in their analyses were from either Europe 
and North America, and more papers were included from the UK than all of Africa, Asia, 
Australasia and South America combined (Sánchez-Bayo & Wyckhuys, 2019). 

In fairness, this was the  first ever  global synthesis on insect declines and it was always going to 
be challenging given the data available to them.  At minimum, their work highlighted how little 
we know about insects elsewhere on the planet.  However, being selfish and just focussing on 
our part of the world, it does mean that the results of the synthesis are more relevant for us in 
northwest Europe. 

https://nc.iucnredlist.org/redlist/content/attachment_files/2019_1_RL_Stats_Table_1a.pdf
https://nc.iucnredlist.org/redlist/content/attachment_files/2019_1_RL_Stats_Table_1a.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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Of the 73 insect studies included in Sánchez-Bayo and Wyckhuys (2019) analyses, 60 were from Europe and North 
America. 
  

So, what did they find?  With the above in mind ( and some other methodological issues ), the 
researchers found that 41% of the insect species included in their study were in decline and 
31% have declined to the point they’re now under threat of extinction, broadly in line with the 
45% decline found in a separate study conducted on invertebrates (in this case insects and 
nematodes) by Dirzo et al. in 2014.  Given that we’ve described only about 1,000,000 species of 
insect and there’s an estimated 4.5 million more to be discovered, and that of the small fraction 
of those insects included in this global study potentially 41% are in decline, no wonder it 
grabbed headlines! 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ece3.5153
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ece3.5153
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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From Dirzo et al. 2014.  A)  trends in insects that have had their extinction risk assessed (IUCN Red List); many more 
are decreasing than increasing.  B)  trends in UK populations of insects over the past 40 years.  C)  Long-term data 
from 452 species show global declines. The best data is from moths and butterflies (Lepidoptera) with strong 
evidence of 35% decline globally over 40 years.  D)  7.6 times more species and 1.6 times more numbers of butterflies 
can be found on undisturbed sites vs. disturbed sites globally. 
  

These percentage declines are all at the species level, but what about the quantity of insects 
flying, crawling, swimming and digging their way through our landscape?  The second headline 
statistic from the paper was an estimate of the loss of insect biomass and the researchers 
estimated this to be 2.5% per annum.  At face value this sounds modest but cumulatively means 
a 20% loss of all insects in 10 years, 52% loss over 50 years and a 92% loss over 100 years! 
But where did this 2.5% rate of decline come from?  Well, from just three studies looking at 
long-term trends in total insect biomass in England, Germany and Puerto Rico. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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The first study from the UK looked at all the insects captured in four Rothamsted Insect Survey 
suction traps which have been hoovering up all insects 12.2 m above ground level for 30 years 
from 1973 to 2002, finding a 72% loss in flying insects in one out of four traps (Southall et al. 
2009).  The second study from Germany received quite a high profile and was probably the first 
to really stimulate the current interest in insect declines.  Here the Krefeld entomological society 
maintained malaise traps across a network of 63 nature reserves over a 27 year period from 
1989 to 2016, but only 26 sites were surveyed across multiple years, finding a 76% decline in 
flying insects (Hallmann et al. 2017). The third study from Luquillo Forest in Puerto Rico 
compared samples collected by sticky traps and sweep netting in 1976/1977 and repeated the 
methodology again 35 years later in 2011/2012, finding a 98% loss in canopy-dwelling insects 
and 78% for ground-foraging insects (Lister and Garcia, 2018). 

Collectively, the losses estimated from these studies are shocking but each study has its flaws 
and limitations, as do all scientific studies, and in combination with the North 
American/European bias where most of the studies were conducted, this means that it would be 
a stretch too far to say the science currently supports  global  insect declines: the jury is still out 
on insectageddon. Clearly absence of evidence is not evidence of absence and the enormous 
knowledge gaps in the status of insects outside of our part of the world is very much a product 
of miniscule resources available to entomologists across Africa, Asia, Australasia and South 
America. 

  

What’s happening locally? 

  

 
Sloe Bug. Liam Lysaght 2009. 
There have been two European-level Red list assessments of extinction threat in insects: one 
on bees and the other on butterflies.  For bees, of the 1,965 species assessed 14% are in 
decline of which 9% are threatened with extinction  but  56% of these species had too little 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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information and are considered ‘data deficient’ i.e. we’ve no idea how they’re faring.  Even in 
Europe with pollinators now having such a high profile in terms of conservation we still lack a lot 
of basic biological information on over half our bee species!  In contrast, butterflies are a 
relatively intensely studied insect group and of the 435 species in the Red List assessment 19% 
are in decline, 9% are under threat of extinction and < 1% are data deficient. 

As before, these assessments identify how many species are in trouble but not how the number 
of insects has changed in the European landscape.  In Europe, we’re incredibly fortunate to 
have a long-term large-scale insect monitoring programme: the European Butterfly Monitoring 
Scheme.  Based on the efforts of largely citizen scientists with some professionals mixed in, 
systematic counts of butterflies from 6200 locations across 16 countries (including Ireland!) are 
collated and analysed collectively to develop the EU Grassland Butterfly Indicator.  Sadly, the 
latest version of this indicator shows there are now 39% less butterflies flying in our grasslands 
compared to 1990. 

As butterflies are sensitive and immediate indicators of change, and broadly representative of 
other insect groups, this represents a dramatic loss of grassland wildlife beyond butterflies 
alone.  Given the expansion and intensification of agriculture across Europe to the point where 
76% of the landscape is now grazed, cropped or forested ( EEA ) it is highly likely that declines of 
this magnitude are happening outside of grasslands too.  In Ireland, the same land-use statistic 
is very similar at 68% and if we look at the 934 insect species assessed in our Red Lists 26 
(3%) are now extinct, 194 (21%) in decline of which 124 (13%) are under threat of extinction. 

Similarly, our own monitoring schemes are now tracking changes in the number of bees and 
butterflies flying in the Irish landscape.  Driven by our wonderful network of over 190 citizen 
scientists, 105 sites are being systematically monitored for bumblebees and 116 sites for 
butterflies.  Based on eight species where we have enough data our populations of bumblebees 
have dropped by 17% since 2012: a marked decline over such a short period.  In parallel, since 
2008 we’ve lost 6% of our butterflies from the Irish landscape based on the 15 species with 
sufficient data.  In both cases there is a lot of variation from year to year and, being insects, 
these trends can change rapidly over short time periods e.g. 2018 was a great year for 
butterflies with a jump of 23% in counts compared to previous year, but an appalling year for 
bumblebees with counts down by 24% on 2017. 

Irish Butterfly Monitoring Scheme multi-species index of Irish butterfly populations 2008-2018 derived from 15 native 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/landscapes-in-transition
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/landscapes-in-transition
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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species. The black dots and lines are the measured population sizes, the green line is the smoothed trend and the 
shaded area is the 95% confidence interval. Photo: Large Heath. Chris Martin, 2013. 
  

Irish Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme multi-species index of Irish bumblebee populations 2012-2018 derived from 
eight species. The green line is the smoothed trend, the shaded area is the 95% confidence interval. Photo: Great 
Yellow Bumblebee. Nick Owens, 2012. 
  

Given that the greatest declines insects presumably occurred in parallel with the modernisation 
of Irish agriculture in the 1960s and 70s, it’s frightening to think that we have no long-term data 
prior to 2008 and that current changes are only being detected by 23 species out of the 11,500 
species!  Despite this, we do compare well to our European neighbours as we are one of 16 
countries systematically monitoring butterflies and one of two monitoring bumblebees.  But what 
of the future and how can we avoid flawed decision making and landscape management by 
ensuring insects are a) there at all and b) being monitored? 

  

What can we do now and in the future? 

  

1. Get fully behind the All-Ireland Pollinator plan and give insects the space they need. 
The Pollinator Plan has excelled in promoting the plight of pollinating insects, improving public 
understanding of their value and most importantly empowering people to do something about it. 
Many of the recommended actions will benefit whole hosts of other insects too. Just like for all 
wildlife, we need to protect and expand existing areas that support large and diverse insect 
communities, restore ones we’ve damaged and link them all up so insects can move freely 
across the landscape.  This approach is wonderfully encapsulated in ‘Bigger, Better, More and 
Joined’, by Sir John Lawton in his review of England’s wildlife and ecological network in 2010. 
Just like the Pollinator Plan, this concept of creating space of insects can be applied at garden, 
farm, landscape, county or national scales! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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The Burren, a national biodiversity hotspot for insects as well as plants. 
  

2. Get into insects.  There’s no replacement for simply getting out and about and seeing what 
insects are around.  Clearly, I think getting involved in one of our recording schemes ( butterflies , 
bumblebees or  dragonflies ) is a great way of providing a focus for anyone new to insects, and by 
learning a particular group and they can then go on to help us monitor changes. Saying that, 
we’re a small team in the Data Centre and we can only provide support for the few major insect 
groups, but there’s a clear desire and immediate need for additional support for many other 
important insect groups too. Additional resources are needed to strengthen national capacity for 
insect taxonomy and to support the ever-dwindling pool of national experts to teach the next 
generation of Irish entomologists before sadly they and their knowledge are lost to us. 

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/butterfly-monitoring-scheme/news-events/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/bumblebee-monitoring-scheme/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/dragonfly-ireland-2019-2024/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/butterfly-monitoring-scheme/news-events/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/bumblebee-monitoring-scheme/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/dragonfly-ireland-2019-2024/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#


02/10/2019 Newsletter IBA clg. September/October 2019 - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65# 14/47

Irish Damselfly. Will Woodrow 2008. 

3. Expand long-term insect monitoring programmes.   Of course I’m biased but I feel strongly 
that citizen science is a key tool to both improving the public understanding of the value of 
insects and a genuine research approach to tracking changes in insects.  Ireland is very much 
set-up for insect citizen science in that we have a ‘rich enough’ insect fauna to be useful for 
rigorous monitoring: not too few species to be insensitive to change; not too many to be 
unfeasible to teach to non-specialists.  We have a diverse range of insect groups that can be 
broken down into 20-50 species that can be mastered by anyone willing to do so.  However, 
there will always be some groups that only professionals, in combination with genetic 
techniques, could be feasibly monitored over long-periods of time. 

Although it is now widely accepted that insects provide critical ecosystem services and they are 
still insufficiently represented in national wildlife monitoring programmes.  For long-term 
monitoring we need to identify a core network of sites on state-owned land with targeted insect 
monitoring of multiple key indicator groups.  This could even be expanded to measuring the 
ecosystem services of these insect groups too e.g. decomposition of leaves and wood, 
pollination and flower visitation, predation of baits. 

Imagine a future world where the lines between professional and citizen scientists are blurred: 
at core sites ecologists could do the most labour-intensive and technically challenging work, 
whilst also working in collaboration with citizen scientists conducting parallel insect and 
ecosystem service monitoring at a broader network of sites.  This future world may also include 
automated monitoring, such as  acoustic monitoring  or a network of  insect camera traps  like 
those currently being trialled in the Netherlands. 

https://academic.oup.com/ae/article-pdf/57/1/30/18754512/ae57-0030.pdf
https://phys.org/news/2019-05-automatic-insect-identification-grasp-biodiversity.html
https://academic.oup.com/ae/article-pdf/57/1/30/18754512/ae57-0030.pdf
https://phys.org/news/2019-05-automatic-insect-identification-grasp-biodiversity.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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Prototype insect camera trap being trialled this year in the Netherlands. Credit: Radboud University. 
4. Fully mobilise, centralise and make freely available all the insect data for Ireland.  
There are still large quantities of insect information contained in our museums, universities and 
environmental consultancies that would be invaluable in the development of national checklists 
and baseline maps against which we can make comparisons of change.  As with building 
taxonomic capacity for insects nationally, museums can play a key role in raising the profile of 
insects to the general public through their exhibitions, managing reference collections to teach 
future entomologists and the collation of historical insect data. 

In parallel, researchers at universities and professional ecologists will be at the forefront of 
collecting high quality contemporary data on insects and require not only the default ‘more 
funding’ but also right digital infrastructure to allow them to centralise their insect data easily. 
Fundamentally, to best inform insect conservation in Ireland we need the best insect data, so 
having big, open and linked national databases will go a long way to helping us achieve this.  If 
we want to have any hope of being able to predict how our species and habitats are going to 
change, and then identify the best strategies to both mitigate and adapt to these changes, failing 
to include insects in this process will result in appalling predictive models and consequently very 
poor decisions will be made. 

Dr. Tomás Murray is the Coordinator of the Irish Bumblebee and Butterfly Monitoring Schemes 
and Senior Ecologist with the National Biodiversity Data Centre 

  

Further reading: 

  

Cardoso, P., Erwin, T. L., Borges, P. A., & New, T. R. (2011). The seven impediments in 
invertebrate conservation and how to overcome them. Biological Conservation, 144(11), 
2647-2655.  https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/61438895.pdf 

https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/61438895.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/61438895.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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Dirzo, R., Young, H. S., Galetti, M., Ceballos, G., Isaac, N. J., & Collen, B. (2014). Defaunation 
in the Anthropocene. Science, 345(6195), 401-406. 
https://labs.eemb.ucsb.edu/young/hillary/PDF/Dirzo_et_al_2014_Sci_Review.pdf 
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H&S / Manual Handling 
 -Garrett Dempsey, IBAclg Secretary 

- Alan Forskitt, IBAclg H&S Officer 
 

 
 
Throughout the beekeeping year ( which runs from Aug to Jul, not Jan to Dec !), we beekeepers 
do a lot of lifting, moving, storing, transporting & cleaning of equipment, stores, boxes etc.  
 
At Harvest Time in particular, we need to be particularly conscious of our backs when we’re 
lucky enough to have supers full of honey. A super with 9-10 frames of honey can weigh 20kg 
(44 lbs). Anyone using brood boxes as supers can add maybe 50/75% to that again! 
 
Appropriate manual handling training/technique is definitely advisable.  
 
See some diagrams below that are helpful and a link to a publication from the HSA. 

 

https://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/outdoors/gardening/preparing-the-bee-colony-for-winter-354816.html
https://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/outdoors/gardening/preparing-the-bee-colony-for-winter-354816.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#


02/10/2019 Newsletter IBA clg. September/October 2019 - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65# 18/47

 
 
 
 
 

-  
 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#


02/10/2019 Newsletter IBA clg. September/October 2019 - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65# 19/47

Personal tip : Pretend you’re on ‘Who Wants To Be a Millionaire’  
 … … DIAL A FRIEND and get a 2nd pair of hands :-) 
 
You can download a very good publication  here  from the HSA website 
 
See also - IBA website- Medical emergencies  at the apiary 

 

ADNOR FRAME SAVER 
It's about that time of year to start preparing frames for next season.  
For those frames that have gone black with age and need to be pried apart for recycling, the 
Adnor Frame Saver will make the task easier, be it 50 or 500 frames.  
Co-Invented by one of our own in North Kildare, Norman Robins was recently awarded    Silver at the 
Gormanston  s how for his invention .  
The tool offers 4 specific functions for recycling frames :  
1. It separates the top bar. 
2. It pops out the bottom bar. 
3. It scrapes out the wax channels. 
4. It resets the frame pins, ready for the hammer. 
You can watch it in action here:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDeJNOp3cnM  
Designed for the British Standard Frame.  
  Ordered & delivered anywhere in Ireland for €25 

Buy direct from the inventor here:  https://keepers.findyourkeeper.ie/shop/adnor-frame-saver/ 

 

Watch on

The Adnor Frame SaverThe Adnor Frame Saver
Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

https://www.hsa.ie/eng/Publications_and_Forms/Publications/Manual_Handling_and_Musculoskeletal_Disorders/Guide_on_Manual_Handling_Risk_Management_in_Transport_and_Storage.pdf
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/medical-emergencies-in-the-apiary.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDeJNOp3cnM&fbclid=IwAR3CqN1v4cMDqGWhvvVV8sMYkGIF0dQFS4MsHSKaNovtsN87riqpd9mPltM
https://keepers.findyourkeeper.ie/shop/adnor-frame-saver/?fbclid=IwAR1DeLTFBV8iKNJgCjbuU_id-Dz7UOtu46qXpWylScWfZiljAKMJKbkx3nM
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/Publications_and_Forms/Publications/Manual_Handling_and_Musculoskeletal_Disorders/Guide_on_Manual_Handling_Risk_Management_in_Transport_and_Storage.pdf
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/medical-emergencies-in-the-apiary.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDeJNOp3cnM&fbclid=IwAR3CqN1v4cMDqGWhvvVV8sMYkGIF0dQFS4MsHSKaNovtsN87riqpd9mPltM
https://keepers.findyourkeeper.ie/shop/adnor-frame-saver/?fbclid=IwAR1DeLTFBV8iKNJgCjbuU_id-Dz7UOtu46qXpWylScWfZiljAKMJKbkx3nM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDeJNOp3cnM&feature=emb_imp_woyt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDeJNOp3cnM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc0djha-uhgvPqevFJCNf2w
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#
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The Beekeeping  Year 

Alan Forskitt. IBA clg Director 

September 
 
The weather is usually cooling down by now and this is the last time for some of the routine jobs 
to prepare the hive for winter. Hives should only be opened now if really necessary. 
·           Further reduce the entrances to help with the defence of the hive from wasps and 
robbers. If necessary fit mouse guards. 
·           Ensure the hives are strapped down and water tight. 
·           Heft the hives or if it is warm enough a final inspection can take place to assess the 
amount of stores in the hives and feed if necessary. This should be the last inspection of 
the year and should not disturb the brood nest. 
By now the Ivy should be showing signs of flowering and gorse, heather and knapweed will still 
be in flower. 
 

October 
 
We have largely prepared the hives for winter now. The following are jobs which may be 
necessary if not already done. 
·           Ensure the hives are watertight. 
·           Make sure there is ventilation at the top of the hive by inserting matchsticks under 
the corners. This will prevent condensation within the hive. 
·           If not already fitted put insulation under the roof / on top of the crownboard. 
·           Make sure the varroa floors are turned to reduce the air flow in the hive. 
·           Further reduce the entrance to 40-50 mm for the winter or fit mouse guards. 
·           Heft hives to ensure that there are sufficient stores. By now the ivy nectar and pollen 
should be coming in and if there is a huge flow it may be necessary to add another 
super to ensure there is space for the queen to lay in the spring. 
·           If the hives are light, usually because the ivy is not yielding, then be prepared to 
feed the bees with fondant or syrup. 
At this time the only forage for the bees is usually ivy and gorse. 
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Competitions and Disappointments 
Personal Comments on APIMONDIA 
The APIMONDIA has just finished in Montreal, and  the World Beekeeping Awards are a very 
prestigious prize. Nevertheless, incredibly, almost half of all honeys submitted were excluded as 
they failed a crucial test. Only later were those submitting them told why they had failed  in 
private.  One would expect that any company submitting a sample of honey for such a 
renowned competition would not be dumb enough to sent a ‘doctored’ sample, particularly not in 
view of the fact that honey had to be submitted well in advance to allow time for laboratory 
testing. 
No official explanation was to be had regarding the high rejection rate, but the new and widely 
promoted test called NMR merits a closer look: This test compares a multi-spectrum analysis of 
a honey with a data bank of honeys already tested: The market leader (and sponsor of the 
awards: Bruker) has 19,000 test results in their database. Impressive? Well, not if you look 
closer: Most of these samples come from a dozen or so countries, mostly in Europe and the 
Americas. If your honey is from a lesser known location, is based on untypical flora, or in 
particular comes from a tropical area – there are not enough data (yet) to compare your honey 
with. Instead the test will highlight ‘abnormalities’ – and can lead to rejection simply because of 
a lack of comparable test results. One New Zealand honey from a honey company (which had 
won awards in earlier contests) had a submission ruled out. 
The problem came under scrutiny again in a number of sessions on honey quality and 
adulteration, where the NMR tests were hyped as the answer to all honey adulteration 
problems. 
  
But a small round table of Asian APIMONDIA members (members from Asia are 
underrepresented) called for a change to APIMONDIA’s recently adopted ‘honey definition’. 
According to this definition, honey from single chamber hives is ‘fraudulent’, as is honey from 
which moisture has been mechanically removed. Reducing moisture is unavoidable for some 
tropical honeys – but then: is this not what honeybees do themselves? Mine don’t check with a 
refractometer whether their dehydration efforts have reached the European requirement of 18% 
moisture or less … 

 
 
 
T.Q.D. 
Dinh from 
Vietnam, 
one of the 
few Asian 
voices 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#


02/10/2019 Newsletter IBA clg. September/October 2019 - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65# 23/47

In parallel with the competition for 
the best honeys in the world, was 
another contest which included 
books and magazines – and IBRA 
had two entries: Bee World – after 
all: in its 100 th  year – and the new 
Healthy Hive Guide. Alas: Despite 
fulfilling all requirements for 
submission well in advance (paying 
a fee, submitting a short description, 
making sure that the exhibit would 
not take up more than 60 cm in 
width): When setting up, problems 
abounded: The person in charge 

had no list of the 40 or so categories/classes. When finally finding the correct table, where one 
was to place one’s exhibit, there was no space, one had to ‘elbow’ others aside. And there was 
nothing prepared explaining one’s exhibit: Were judges supposed to read a dozen or so books 
and a similar number of magazines in a day, in order to make a competent judgement? Or were 
they judging based on looks and pictures …? IBRA’s exhibits sadly failed to get a medal 
(congratulations to those who had better luck) – but more importantly: A competition for the 
world’s best honey, with a failure rate of close to half of all submissions, and a ‘definition’ of 
honey that excludes half the world – one can only hope that APIMONDIA does better next time.  
 
The final contest was for the location of APIMONDIA 2023, the choice was between Chile and 
Ethiopia (‘Bring APIMONDIA to Africa!’). Ca. 10% of the 140 or so votes cast were ruled ‘invalid’ 
– with Chile winning by a margin that mathematically was smaller than the number of spoilt 
ballots. Did those ballots fail the NMR test, too? Dr. Martin Kunz 
 
Reprinted with permission from International Bee Research Association (IBRA). 
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Crystallized Honey 
 

- Garrett Dempsey, IBAclg Secretary 
 
 

 
 
Opinions amongst beekeepers are mixed when it comes to discussing oilseed rape and             
crystallised honey. Crystallization can be unpredictable as it depends on various factors such as              
storage temperature, source of nectar, method and temperature when processing etc. Nectar            
has fructose and glucose and smaller amounts of maltose and sucrose, with fructose and esp.               
glucose the main culprits for crystallization. Click here for an interesting article on the causes of                
crystallisation https://blog.beeraw.com/real-raw-honey-crystal . In jars or small buckets, it’s no big          
deal to deal with crystallized honey, but if it happens on the frames, that can be very difficult to                   
resolve - See some opinions here  https://www.bbkaforum.co.uk/viewtopic.php?t=526 
 
Honey from clover, dandelion, lavender, and especially oilseed rape has a tendency to solidify.  
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Heating Honey 
- Garrett Dempsey, IBAclg Secretary 

 

 
[Photo courtesy of Thorne.co.uk] 
 
Many beekeepers like to gently heat their honey before bottling to delay or minimise the process 
of crystallisation in the honey. The cabinet shown above is ideal, though it’s quite large when it 
comes to storage and not cheap to purchase. For most beekeepers and/or smaller batches try 
using 10L food grade pails (with lids) in a jam warming pot (Lidl had these for €39.95 earlier this 
year) 

  [photo courtesy of amazon.co.uk] 
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The consumer can also heat the honey jar after bottling if it starts to crystallize - this can be 
done repeatedly if needed. 
 
Ideally, you want to aim for 35 to 38 o C but don’t exceed 40 o  C - this can damage the enzymes 
and quality of the honey. Duration is dependant on a number of variables such as the size of the 
container, the source of the nectar, degree of crystallization, duration that you’re aiming for to 
remain liquid etc but probably needs between 24+ hours in the heating device and you may 
need to stir occasionally. Individual jars can be heated very quickly (<30 mins) to return to a 
liquid state.  
 
On the other hand, some honey producers wish to keep the product as close as possible to its 
raw format and don’t like to heat it. Similarly, many consumers like their honey even when it has 
crystallized - all depends on the individual’s taste.  
 
See also... 
https://www.wikihow.com/Melt-Honey 
 
https://theapiarist.org/honey-warming-cabinet/ 
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Blackberry Jam Recipe 
 
 
 
That time of year folks when you 
could also think about making 
blackberry jam 
Nice recipe here from the Irish chef 
Donal Skehan 
 

 
  
http://www.donalskehan.com/recipes/blackberry-jam/#follo 

http://www.donalskehan.com/recipes/blackberry-jam/#follow
http://www.donalskehan.com/recipes/blackberry-jam/#follow
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PRO UPDATE  from around …. 

 
This year beekeepers have reported a huge incidence in swarming; colonies that swarmed early 
in the season swarmed again, with beekeepers racing to keep up with swarm control in the 
hope of a honey crop. 
 
Over the summer, Directors, and members of the IBA have been swamped with phone calls 
from the public looking for help.  Those new to beekeeping have been particularly overwhelmed 
by strong colonies with fast build up.  As PRO I can confirm several phone calls on a daily basis, 
at one stage up to a dozen calls daily over a five day period.  I know that other board members 
were similarly inundated.  Talking to members of the public who found bees taking up residence 
in or near their homes, or who just wanted to ensure the safety of the swarm, provided the 
impetus for this article. 
 
A short video can be seen here of a swarm that settled on Main Street in Dungarvan recently, 
before being re-homed by two Co. WBKA members.  Compliments to Dungarvan Camera Club 
member John Bermingham who was quick off the mark to contact me, and to get a quick video 
of the bees in action.  Although I was in Kerry, David and Conor were quick to act on my phone 
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call and were rewarded with complimentary 
coffee and sausage rolls, from Jitterbeans, as 
thanks! 
 
Conor and David, having quickly re housed the 
swarm in a poly nuc box. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow the swarm, “Mesmerising Bees”in action in this  link . 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

https://youtu.be/SvwI6F7KJ0k
https://youtu.be/SvwI6F7KJ0k
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As beekeepers we owe it to the bees in our keeping to keep them safe.  However, there is also 
a responsibility to the public to prevent public nuisance or danger to unsuspecting members of 
the public.  Each of us needs to employ a method of swarm control that will limit possible 
negative incidents.  
 
Many beekeepers appear to frown upon the clipping of queens; some feel it is cruel, some  say 
the bees will cull such a deformed queen whilst many others continue to use a clipped queen to 
ensure good swarm control.  Whatever one believes, it is imperative to employ a method that is 
effective.  Supplementing ones method of swarm control with bait/decoy hives with old frames 
and a cotton wool pad with a few drops of lemon grass oil on it, tied in a small plastic bag with 
pin holes in it, will almost certainly attract any swarms that might escape one’s swarm control 
management plan.  (Lemongrass oil mimics queen pheromone and any decoy hive I have used 
with it has proven 100% effective!) 

 
  
 
Swarm on chimney outside Castleisland, 
Co. Kerry, on Saturday evening, 13th  
July.  Local beekeeper Billy O’Rourke 
was on hand to set up a decoy hive 
which we hoped the bees would find 
more attractive than the chimney on 
which they have settled! 
 
 
Here is another video url of a swarm in 
action in Limerick city recently! 
 

https://www.breakingnews.ie/discover/watch-panic-as-thousands-of-bees-swarm-limerick-city-9
36042.html 
 
Castlemartyr, large prime swarm re-homed.  I am assisted by Simon, the householder into 
whose garden, and the thorny hedge the swarm settled into.  Simon is not a beekeeper, but 

https://www.breakingnews.ie/discover/watch-panic-as-thousands-of-bees-swarm-limerick-city-936042.html
https://www.breakingnews.ie/discover/watch-panic-as-thousands-of-bees-swarm-limerick-city-936042.html
https://www.breakingnews.ie/discover/watch-panic-as-thousands-of-bees-swarm-limerick-city-936042.html
https://www.breakingnews.ie/discover/watch-panic-as-thousands-of-bees-swarm-limerick-city-936042.html
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following his experience assisting me, he might well try the art of Apiculture.

 
Shaking the large swarm into my homemade skep… and gathering up the rest of the bees that 
were in the heart of the white thorn bush. 
And watching proceedings is Colette, Simon’s partner, missing from the photo are both teenage 
girls who may take on the subject of honey bees for future school science projects. 
 
A special thanks to the Mould family for the hospitality shown and the interest in helping 
re-home the large prime swarm from their garden. 
 
Indeed a very special thanks to all beekeepers who provide this public service to their 
communities throughout the beekeeping year…. 
I have to mention here, James, a roofer and tiler by trade, and beekeeper too, who made a 
three year old little girl very happy, when he removed a bumblebee nest from the other side of 
her  bedroom wall, in Thurles.  The terrified child was confident in James’ presence to listen to 
the  bees buzzing once they were in the black refuse bag being relocated to a quiet spot in the 
countryside. 
Well done and a very big thank you to you all, especially all who have not been mentioned!  
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OPERATION PolliNation is happening NOW  at your local 
CountryLife Garden Centre. 

 
Glanbia’s CountryLife Garden centres doing their bit for pollinators.  The network donated free 
flowering perennials and wildflower seeds to 24 tidy Towns and communities around the country 
to help protect species at risk of extinction.  The centres also donated free wild flowers to 
customers at its network of 14 award winning garden centres around the Leinster and Munster 
areas.  The stores continue to promote pollinator friendly plants whilst providing free information 
to customers to help reduce or eliminate the use of herbicides. 
Glanbia- Ireland has  introduced containers of pollinator friendly plants and bee hotels to help 
with the decline of pollinating insects.  Visit your local Glanbia store for more on how you can 
help. 
 
 
 
And from Europe we heard of the following: 
 
A backward step in pesticide regulation is coming? 
POLLINIS, the European group fighting to save bees and all pollinators have advised that there 
is a vote coming up in the EU to change the regulations for approval of pesticides for use on 
crops. Previously, the use of chemicals such as neonicotinoids had been banned, in part 
because their non-lethal colony damaging effects were not investigated prior to their approval. 
In short, evidence indicates that insects may not be killed outfight by the pesticide levels they 
absorb during foraging however it can adversely alter their behaviour such that they don’t 
function fully or, by passing it on to their brood where it accumulates in the larvae at higher 
dosages, it either kills the larvae or results in their abnormal growth. 
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A pesticide approval protocol has been recommended by pollinator researchers and the 
European Food Safety Agency for the last 5 years. This requires testing for the effects of new 
pesticides on bee larvae and forager behaviour by an independent body prior to use in the field. 
Despite this, an amendment to the EU law is due to pass which leaves control of testing in the 
hands of the agrichemical companies and only insists that they conduct field tests on larvae if 
an issue becomes obvious. 
The EU were open for an online public consultation on this matter until 11th of July.  
 
The BOD of the IBA CLG agreed to support a letter campaign to all Irish MEP’s on this issue. 
Sample letter was sent out to members, with a  full list of Irish MEP’s  to contact, about this 
proposal. 
 
This culminated with the following update AND GOOD NEWS, received by one member from 
Irish MEP, Matt Carthy MEP, Sinn Féin. 
“Pamela, a chara, 
Thank you for getting in touch in relation to the EU testing regime for pesticides.  Apologies for 
the delay in responding. 
In response to your letter, I contacted the parliamentary services to investigate whether a vote 
will be taking place in the European Parliament on proposed changes to the testing regime. I 
have been informed that this process is outside of parliamentary remit and is being dealt with by 
the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (SCoPAFF), composed of 
representatives of Member States and presided over by a European Commission 
representative.  Members of the European Parliament are not represented in this forum.  The 
vote in question has taken place and a decision was made against changing the rules on 
pesticide approval. 
My office subsequently contacted POLLINIS, the NGO fighting to save bees, to discuss the 
matter further. We have agreed to work closer together to call for full implementation of the 
pesticides protocol that is supported by the European Food and Safety Agency. 
  
Sinn Féin fully supports independent testing on bee larvae and forager behaviour; the 
Agrichemical industry should not be charged with deciding what is safe for human health and 
the environment. As pointed out by POLLINIS, a risk assessment evaluation based on a 
protocol produced by the industry is a major distortion of the “producer pays” principle and must 
be amended. 
I commend your activism on this matter.  I can assure you that I will continue to monitor this 
situation closely.” 
Is mise, 
Matt 
Matt Carthy MEP 
Sinn Féin 
10 Sráid-Mhuineacháin 
Carraig Mhachaire Rois 
Co. Mhuineacháin  
Éire 
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+353429674001 
Sign up to our eNewsletter at: www.mattcarthy.ie 
www.facebook.com/MattCarthySF 
www.twitter.com/mattcarthy 
 
________________________________________ 
 
30 
Pamela suggests that members might consider keeping the pressure on our elected MEP’s by 
writing to them and keeping this issue “live” and to remind them that we who elect them want 
them to use their position to help support and protect bees and pollinating insects. 
 
 

   PRO meets with MINISTER OF STATE ANDREW DOYLE.   

 
The following letter was discussed at this brief but opportune meeting. 
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At the request of fellow directors, Colette also mentioned to Minister Doyle, the current 
difficulties for hobbyist beekeepers with one or two hives, who wish to use Apiguard as 
treatment for  Varroa destructor . 
As advised by the DAFM, “Regulation 20 (3) (a) of SI 786 of 2007 (Animal Remedies 
Regulations) states that if a “quantity to be supplied is less than that available in the smallest 
proprietary pack size lawfully available in the State a manufacturer’s licence is not required for 
dividing up by a responsible person selling or supplying from a premises to which an animal 
remedies merchant’s licence relates, but only so far as an intramammary animal remedy is 
concerned”. 
Therefore the medicinal product Apiguard (not being an intramammary) should only be sold by 
the box and not per pack as currently advertised. 
This product should not be subdivided or further broken down.” 
This is a difficulty for small beekeepers as the expiry date for a box of ten trays of Apiguard 
purchased in 2019, can be as early as 2020. 
The BOD will keep members updated on same. 
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Minister visits the Claire Chavesse Research Apiary and 
members of the IBCP.  

 
Not one to waste an opportunity Colette brought Minister Doyle to meet with members of the 
Irish Bee Conservancy Project at their research apiary outside Dungarvan.  Donned in a bee 
suit, he had the opportunity to see the bees close up and have members outline the research 
and the aims of the project to him. 
 
Members present have promised a comprehensive article for a future article outlining the project 
and how hygienic honey bees are selectively bred to ensure colony survival in the wild and 
without treatment for Varroa destructor. 
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L to R: Pat Deasy, Robert Anthony, Minister Andrew Doyle, Dr. Ciaran Geoghegan, at the 
research apiary. 
 

Transition Year Students in Punchestown, Co. Kildare, 23rd and 
24th September. 

 
  
 
The IBA CLG 
hosted a stand at 
the inaugural TY 
show in 
Punchestown this 
year.  The first day 
saw students and 
teachers meet with 
Pauline from the 
Three Counties 
BKA, Derek, South 
Kildare BKA, 
Loretta, Jane and 
Colette, PRO of the 
IBA CLG. 
 

Our second day saw Caroline McDonald, with Derek and Colette in action. 
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 Caroline educating fellow teachers on our pollinators

 
Interested students were fascinated to hear how they could help pollinators and to taste the 
different honeys available for tasting; Hawthorn, Ivy, Summer honey and Lime honey.  The 
honeys were supplied by Jane Sellers.  Photos and pollinator leaflets and po.rs were displayed 
with photos and skeps also on show.  Jane also demonstrated skep making which was a huge 
hit. 
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Fellow exhibitors on the days were also interested in the IBA message which was heartening to 
see.  
A special thanks to all who helped out on the day; Mark and Zoe who travelled from North 
Kildare with a screen.  The team work from all ensured the two days were a huge success on all 
accounts. 
 
The exhibition provided an ideal opportunity to network with other like minded organisations, 
such as Friends of the Earth, An Taisce, as well as many fellow beekeepers from other 
beekeeping associations.  The IBA hopes to build on these contacts into the future. 
  
Savouring the taste!                                        Learning about neonicotinoids. 

                                        
 
 

                          
 
Choosing a favourite...!                                                   ....  And here too!! 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65#


02/10/2019 Newsletter IBA clg. September/October 2019 - Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZU4Vt7qTzse7CoepRTc3hnrvFgSBoezeAkDKFsDVKbU/edit?ts=5d93dd65# 41/47

‘Host a Hive’ Initiative launched on World Bee Day 
As party of the celebrations of World Bee Day today 20 May, 2019, Minister of State at the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Andrew Doyle T.D., today announced a “Host 
a hive, help the honey bee” initiative. This initiative aims to encourage forest owners to 
introduce beehives to their native woodlands and is in partnership with Woodlands of Ireland 
and the national beekeeping associations. It is also supported by the Native Irish Honeybee 
Society. 
 
  
 
The Minister also confirmed the arrival of honey bees to Agriculture House with hives installed 
on Agriculture House’s city centre Headquarters on Kildare Street. This joins DAFM’s 
Backweston campus as the latest DAFM location to install hives. 
 
  
 
Minister Doyle stated, “My Department is a huge supporter of pollinator-friendly initiatives and 
we continue to invest heavily in the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. Beekeepers need space for hives 
in productive foraging areas and what better place to establish a hive than a native woodland. I 
have no doubt that Irish forest owners will be buzzing at the opportunity to help save Ireland’s 
honey bees. This will also feed into the national effort to protect and preserve bees under the 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan.” 
 
  
 
Native woodlands created and restored under the Department’s National Forestry Programme 
are not intensively managed thereby making them the ideal locations for hives. The Department 
is writing to all owners of a woodland created or restored under the Native Woodland Scheme to 
invite them to contact a beekeeping association if they are interested in hosting a hive or a 
number of hives. 
 
The scheme involves no effort, or cost, for the landowner as the beekeepers carry their own 
insurance, supply the hives and maintain them. Participation benefits the land-owner, by 
increased pollination in the woodland, and the potential to further develop local honey-producing 
enterprises similar to Wicklow’s ‘Nectar Way’ agri-food tourism initiative. 
 
  
 
These initiatives are the latest in a series of  DAFM supports to aid and support bees and 
beekeepers. Under DAFM’s locally-led schemes, we are now investing €1.2m in a four-year 
pollinator project led by the National Biodiversity Centre. This will work directly with farmers to 
help them make their farms more pollinator friendly. 
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This comes on top of other initiatives including annual grants to the Irish National Beekeepers 
Federations to help their associated members pursue the craft of beekeeping, to support the 
purchase of bees and to inform the general public about the environmental role that bees play in 
maintaining Irish biodiversity and crop production. DAFM also operates National Apiculture 
Programme which includes provision of a free disease diagnostic service for Irish beekeepers 
and funds specific research projects on bees. 
 
  
 
The Minister added that “ We can all play our part in making Ireland a place where bees can 
survive and thrive and my Department is fully committed to helping those efforts in any way we 
can and this ‘Host a Hive’ project is another excellent way to do so”. 
 
  
 
  
 
Editors note: 
 
Anyone interested in the idea of hosting a beehive can contact the IBA clg at 
www.irishbeekeppersassociation.com 
 
  
 
Further information: Anne Marie O’Connor, Promotions & Training, Forestry Division. 053 
9170382 
 
Further information on the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s support for Irish 
beekeepers and pollinators are available at: 
 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beekeepinghoney/ 
 
The DAFM Pollinator Network’s second edition of the newsletter giving an overview of the wide 
range of Department activities supporting bees and other pollinators is available at: 
 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beekeepinghoney/pollinators/ 
 
Further information on the GLAS Scheme is available at: 
 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmerschemespayments/glas / 
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DAFM Pollinator Network led by departmental staff and helps to connect DAFM with other 
Departments and agencies, researchers, stakeholders, the farming community and the general 
public. The objectives of the network are to: 
 
inform policy decisions, ensuring decisions are evidence-based; 
provide guidance and support and collaborate with researchers and institutions to better target 
research and innovation activities; 
provide input into the design, development, raising awareness and communication of 
agricultural strategies, schemes and pollinators, 
provide a platform for the internal and external sharing of knowledge and expertise; maximising 
expertise, time, and pooling resources, 
facilitate communication, engagement and outreach activities and actions with the agricultural 
and environmental community and the public, building and strengthening our relationships and 
our collective knowledge and efforts. 
Further details regarding the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan are available at  http://pollinators.ie 
 
Michael and Anne Wilde’s from Tara Hill Honey in North Wexford supplied a hive of their Native 
Irish Bees specially selected from their Tara Hill Apiary to DAFM for the roof of Agriculture 
House. These bees are suited to the Irish climate are very docile and disease resistant and 
great honey producers collecting large harvests of honey with very low swarming 
tendencies.The bees are carefully bred in their mating apiary on the coast in North Wexford 
 
The Department have also funded a number of projects to carry out research on Bees under the 
Genetic Resources Grant Aid Scheme (GRGAS). This Scheme has an annual call for projects 
aimed at supporting the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources for food and 
agriculture. Projects funded have included studies on the native Irish honeybee Apis mellifera 
mellifera and bumblebees. 
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Open Day Research Apiary Ballinacourty Dungarvan 
 
There was a good attendance at the open day in Ballinacourty where both beekeepers and 
supporters attended.  It was a day for all to meet and catch up on the ongoing developments 
being carried out by the Project. 
  
Dara Llewellyn project chairman welcomed all and spoke generally of what is being archived 
and introduced Dr Ciaran Geoghegan who gave an update on his research into the disease 
resistance of Amm bees and of the advances to date.  The untreated colonies are spread out in 
six different locations and are in a very healthy state. 
  
Pat Deasy then spoke of the Irish Bee Lodge Project and said there was a great buy in from the 
public from its launch.  The lodges will cater for both Native solitary and honey bees.   The first 
installation took place at Fota WildLife Park with some of the lodges charged with bees which 
have also occupied some more.  All the lodges have GPS coordinates for future reference they 
will be visited three times a year Spring Summer and Autumn they will also form part of a 
research project.  Other lodges will be installed at Fota House and Arboretum Next Spring.  Fota 
Island will become a reserve for Native Bees the project will spread out from this location with 
further sites agreed for installations. 
The second installation took part in the Cappagh area of Dungarvan Co. Waterford with further 
installation to take part on the Greenway and at Waterford Co. Council offices in Dungarvan. 
The plan for 2020 is for a further 70 Lodges being installed. 
  
John Little Chairman NIHBS spoke of the Society’s work to date and the many workshops that 
have taken part throughout the Country.  He spoke of the project being carried out by Irish Bee 
Conservation and it was important that the public be made aware of the importance of 
Pollination and Pollinators and the conservation of the same. 
  
Thanks were expressed to the following for their help; Waterford County Council, Waterford 
area Program, Secad Cork, Heritage Council, ESB, Fota Wildlife Park, Fota Resort, Fota House 
and OPW. 
Finally, thanks were expressed to the Geoghegan family for tea coffee and lovely cakes 
provided.  It was a great day to meet so many like-minded people with conservation and 
preservation on the top of their agenda. 
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Photographs, above, Dr Ciarán Geoghean addressing the visitors. 
  
Below, Some of the visitors after the introductory talks (middle Mary Mulvey, Chairperson of 3 
Counties’ Beekeeping Association with John Little chairman of NIHBS). 
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Advertise in our newsletter or on our website 
 
Contact  adverts@irishbeekeepersassociation.com  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Bumble bee forager up close .  Photo courtesy of Colette O’Connell. 
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