
 
Newsletter IBAclg  

September / October 2020 
  

  
Beautiful close-up photo of Bumble Bee on Lavender; taken by Garrett Dempsey and 
placed amongst the winners, in the photo competition held by the IBAclg recently. 
  

Note from the Editorial Committee: The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Irish 

Beekeepers’ Association CLG and remain with contributors.  We continue to welcome all contributions big and small 

for the benefit of our members and readers.  Keep sending your contributions into us via 

editor@irishbeekeepersassociation.com   
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National Apiculture Programme 
- sampling for better bees in Ireland is now underway 

  

Sample kits have now been distributed and beekeepers are beginning to sample their 
colonies. 
Dr Julia Jones at UCD and collaborators are investigating the relationship between 
honey bee colony losses and different stress factors in Ireland, such as the prevalence 
and effects of all major honey bee pathogens, pesticides and changes in climate.  
Once received, the samples will be tested for all major honey bee pathogens. Pathogen 
testing will include the major viruses, and screening Irish honey for the presence of 
spores and strain type of the destructive American Foulbrood disease. 
All data you provide will be treated confidentially and used exclusively for research 
purposes. Once the project is complete, beekeepers  will be given access to their  own 
results, which will provide valuable insight into the health of your colonies. 
 
Any questions  please email Julia at: julia.jones@ucd.ie 
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Honey samples wanted 
Our Postgraduate student will be starting work on the honey project in October and 

we are trying to source samples of Ivy honey, from anyone who would like to 

contribute to the project. The sample sizes (and numbers) we need initially are quite 

small (the size of a small condiment jar would be enough) and we are looking into 

ways to arrange pick up/transport to AIT.  

 
I'm advised that now is a key time for Ivy honey and that people may soon be bedding 

down bees and, I presume, giving it to the bees (apologies, I still have a lot to learn 

about the world of beekeeping), so now would be a good time to ask if people had 

some to spare and wanted to donate a small amount to the project for our research.  

 
I guess the best thing would be for anyone who is interested to contact me directly, at 

skavanagh@ait.ie . I can give them some background information on the project, what 

we are trying to do and what we hope the eventual benefits will be for beekeepers.  

 
 
Thanks again for your support for the project. 

 
Kind regards, 

Siobhán Kananagh 
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Entry Level Beekeeping Certificate  
Caroline Mcdonald, education@irishbeekeepersassociation.com 

As a result of the Covid pandemic we have been unable to offer exams in the traditional way. 

We are aware that this may have been very frustrating for all our associations and their 
beginners. 

You will be pleased to hear that the Education Subcommittee has been working away to 
create an exam procedure which will allow your beginners to be assessed and obtain a 
certificate of completion to mark all their hard work. 

To this end we have created the Entry Level Beekeeping Certificate. 

This certificate consists of two parts. 

1. Part 1. Theory 
2. Part 2. Practical 

 

Part 1. Theory 
This is a written exam marked out of 100. 

Pass mark is 70%. 

There is no time frame for completion so the candidates can take as long as they like to 
complete it. 

It’s an open book exam and we are hoping that it will act as a means of education as well as a 
tool to assess understanding of the subject matter. 

The candidate can look up the answers, discuss with their mentors, and attempt the exam as 
many times as they need to get the required mark. 

After each attempt they will get feedback on what they got wrong, and what the education 
committee felt the correct answer should be. 

Options for completion 
1. Ideally this should be done online to get the full experience of all the incorporated 

educational material, but we are cognoscent of the fact that not everyone has access 
to a computer. 

2. For those who can’t access the exam online we ask that the associations print out the 
question paper for the candidates to complete. Completed questionnaires can then be 
posted to our education officer Caroline McDonald at:- 2 Oldtown Gardens, Naas, Co 
Kildare, W91 R8DW. 
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3. If the associations don’t have access to a printer let Caroline know at 

education@irishbeekeepersassociation.com, and we will post printed questionnaires 
to the candidates 

4. Candidates with disabilities will be facilitated as best we can. 

On completion of part one, theory the candidate will receive a certificate of completion of 
Entry Level Beekeeping Certificate: - Part 1.Theory 

They can stop there or they can proceed to part 2. 

Part 2. Practical 
On completion of part 1 the candidate will be issued with a skills logbook containing a set of 
tasks. 

They will have to complete these tasks to a satisfactory standard.  

Again there is no time frame for completion and the candidates can take as long as they need 
to complete this part of the assessment. 

With Covid restrictions in mind we are obviously not able to send examiners out to 
associations to assess large groups of beginners so we have a number of alternative options. 

Options for completion 
1. Ideally this will be done with the help of the associations.  We are hoping that the 

associations will choose a number of individuals within their associations with 
sufficient practical experience to assess the beginners. They can then act as a mentor 
and sign off the tasks as the candidates complete them. They will be basic beekeeping 
tasks like assemble a frame, show correct use of hive tool and smoker etc. Obviously 
all of this needs to take place with necessary safety precautions and following HSE 
Covid guidelines. 

2. If associations are unable to facilitate this safely those candidates who have access to 
hives can video themselves performing those tasks and upload that video as an 
unlisted YouTube video. Our IT guru Stephen Gallagher will assist anyone who has 
difficulty with this task. His email is stephen@irishbeekeepersassociation.com. 

On completion of Part 2, the candidates will receive a certificate of completion of Entry Level 
Beekeeping Certificate: - Part 2. Practical  and their Preliminary beekeeping certificate. 

 

 

 

Continued ... 
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Continued… 

 

Cost = €10 
Paid online via the following link 
https://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/payment-page-for-entry-level-beekeeping-certif
icate.html 

or via the association secretaries if candidates do not have access to the internet and will be 

completing their exams manually. Payment can be made by cheque. please make it payable 

to; 

Irish Beekeepers' Association CLG, and send it to Denis O Sullivan, Barleymount East, Killarney, 

Co. Kerry. V93 AFH7 

On completion of the paper manually the candidate should post back to the above address 
for Caroline Mc Donald. 

Any candidates with disabilities please let our education officer know and we will do our best 
to accommodate you. 

 

Any queries please contact Caroline at education@irishbeekeepersassociation.com 
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To Be or Not To Be… EGM! 

Garrett Dempsey, IBAclg Secretary 
 
At our re-scheduled AGM in June, we all agreed that it wasn’t ideal to have held that                 
via zoom conferencing and that we would consider holding an EGM later in the year               
with members able to attend ‘in-person’. 
 
The IBAclg Board met on the 23rd of Sept (via zoom!) and agreed that there is no                 
near-term end in sight for this pandemic or guaranteed lifting in restrictions that might              
permit a large gathering, and thus, we don’t see an opportunity to hold an EGM before                
the year-end. It was therefore regrettably decided to NOT proceed with an EGM.  
 
As we move into 2021, it’ll be time to hold our next AGM and hopefully we can make                  
that a memorable beekeepers’ event as well as dealing with the usual formalities at the               
general meeting. We aim to hold that at the end of March but of course, continuing                
COVID restrictions may still be in place at that time and we may need to push this out                  
to later in 2021 if needed. By law, all companies must hold an AGM once a year with                  
no longer than 15 months interval between each AGM. The Government finally relaxed             
that 15 month requirement this year as a temporary measure but hadn’t announced             
that in time for our deadline at the end of June which is why we, reluctantly, proceeded                 
to hold our AGM by that date.  
 
Finally, the minutes from that AGM along with a copy of our 2019 Financials were               
circulated at the end of September to all secretaries for onward distribution to             
members. If you haven’t received that and want to get a copy, please get in touch via                 
secretary@irishbeekeepersassociaiton.com  
 
 
 

❌ 
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Covid 19 Situation Update 

Alan Forskitt 

Currently we are entering what looks like being a second wave of the coronavirus 
epidemic and unfortunately we will not be able to resume any normal meetings in the 
foreseeable future. This therefore leaves us with little option than to continue as we 
were with limited contact, social distancing etc. all as described in the relevant parts of 
the national Covid framework  plan relative to your own areas which is downloadable 
from this link  

    https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/c36c85-covid-19-coronavirus/ 

For now all that we can do is to carry on as we are, use the Zoom facility that has been 
provided by IBAclg although many people and groups have invested in their own 
teleconferencing platform. 

 

Stay safe and above all do not forget those who may not be able to get out at all due to 
their age, illness or whatever reason and are in danger of becoming isolated from us 
all. 

Good luck 

Alan 
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And in the Blue Corner 
- Caroline McDonald, Education Officer, Eblana Beekeeping 

 

 

Out with the Old In with the new. Plan ahead. 

I looked at a blog recently called “Talking With Bees” as I was thinking about doing an item on 

change/removal/replacement of foundation in the hive.  

The writer of Talking With Bees describes a Bailey Change and I have used the description 

given.  

Anyone can check online or in books to learn about beekeeping. Here, I’m reminding 

beekeepers of the need to remove and replace old comb. The more we hear about something 

the more we realise that perhaps we as a beekeeper could do likewise. This is best done in 

springtime but it’s no harm to think ahead. 

Old brood comb can harbour disease so it is vital that it is removed and replaced. In 

beekeeping there is always an emphasis on hygienic behaviour of the beekeeper both outside 

and when manipulating the hive. A Bailey Change  ensures that part of the internal structure 

of the hive remains as disease-free as possible and that it is clean. Honey when eaten by 

humans needs to be of quality standard which befits human consumption so it needs to come 

from hygienic conditions within the hive. 

 

 

 

 

             OUT with OLD                                                                                                            IN with NEW 

When perform a Bailey Change  

It is best performed in early spring  on a warm day. Feed the bees syrup so they can build new 
comb. 

Write the year on the new frames using a marker so you know when the three years have 
passed and a fresh change is needed. 
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Why Do A Bailey Comb Change? 

1. Change old brood comb 
o Combs become damaged and more seriously may contain the causative organism [or 

spores] of many bee diseases, such as  
● Nosema,  
● European and American Foul Brood  

and 
o Pesticides [used as colony treatments or from elsewhere in the environment] 

2. Brood comb should not be used for more than three years and then rendered  (not 
reused in another hive).  

3. Convert hive from one size to another, e.g. National to Commercial 
 

Steps in Bailey Change 

1. Prepare a clean brood box filled with frames of foundation 
2. Write the year date on the top of the fresh frame 
3. Place this box over current brood box 
4. Feed with Thick Sugar Syrup (1/2 litre of water to 1 kilogram of sugar) unless there is a 

strong nectar flow 
5. When the bees have drawn out some of the foundation (on new frames in upper box), 

find the queen and place her on this comb 
6. Place queen excluder over the old brood box and under the new, trapping the queen in 

the upper box 
7. If possible, arrange a new hive entrance between the two brood boxes and close off the 

old, thus helping to reduce the amount of pollen stored in the old lower combs 
8. After three weeks remove the old brood chamber (clean this before reuse) 
9. The brood will have hatched and the comb can then be rendered to recover the beeswax 
 

Diagram Of Bailey Comb Change 
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Bailey Comb Change 

Diagram from FAQ 5, Replacing Old Brood Comb, National Bee Unit, FERA. 
 

A spare brood box is needed here but it’s good to have one handy. 
The frames must be cleaned and sterilized before the wax foundation is replaced.  
The old brood box must also be cleaned and sterilized prior to being used again. 
Use a blow torch [on wooden parts only] and Acetic Acid to sterilize the hive parts. 
Allow time for the cleaning chemicals to dissipate before they are used again. Allow to rest 
and refresh. 
 
The Bailey Frame change can be seen on our Youtube channel as well. 
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IBAclg hits the airwaves 
- Colette PRO 

 

Wonderful interviews by our chair, Derek Hanley. 

- Derek Hanley, Chairperson on Newstalk radio - The Interested Interview #7 - 

Bees & Beekeeping - w/ Derek Hanley 

- Derek Hanley, Chairperson on Dublin City FM - https://youtu.be/zaxipuEq1wA 
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Thoughts on rearing some Queens 

- Edward Hill NKBA 

April 2020. The recent travel restrictions and good weather has allowed me to focus a bit 
more on my beekeeping activity. 

Since the start of the pandemic the weather has been good and for the past number of 
months we have had little rain and a drought situation has been declared.  

This is not good for beekeeping as nectar will be in short supply and the constant wind will 
have dried up any available. The flowering of some plants seems to be out of sync with the 
seasons, in late June 2020 Lime trees are starting to flower and Bramble have been in flower 
for a number of weeks. But for mating of Queens this good weather is perfect as they can get 
out. 

I have been on line at most of the Zoom talks including the one on swarm prevention and 
control, 

 What did I learn?  

Bees’ swarm that’s what they do to reproduce, you cannot stop it but you can have some 
control over its management. 
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Because I have a bit of time on my hands, I decided to give Queen rearing a go, I have 
attended a number of courses and some practical demonstrations over the past couple of 
years. 

Rearing Queens and Breeding Queens are different things and I have mentioned this in an 
earlier article. 

 The rearing of Queens is where the beekeeper takes control of the process rather than 
allowing the bees to decide. As a hobby beekeeper this is usually done if queens are required 
to head new colonies or Nucs thereby increasing the number of colonies you own. It may be 
carried out to replace an old queen with a new one, to reduce swarming impulse of an 
established colony or you may just want a new queen to replace a failing queen with a 
younger more vigorous one, to prevent the loss of your colony. Maybe you just want to over 
winter a few in case things go wrong or sell one for a few Euros to offset the extra expense 
incurred such as purchase of Apideas, syrup for Feeding, depletion of some colonies for nurse 
bees. Loss of honey crop, extra wax and frames for Nucs. 

Breeding is outside the scope of most beekeepers as it involves genetics and bee genetics 
especially is quiet complicated and requires serious study. Unless they have a science 
background in genetics I don’t accept it can be done at home. 

So what is it? 

I mentioned it before but it is worth repeating if only for myself. 

Breeding bees is the deliberate selection of certain characteristics. That maybe to select bees 
which are very productive, very gentle, resistant to disease or pathogens. This process involves 
control of both queen and drone populations. If you wish to become a breeder of honey bees 
it is important to have some understanding of bee genetics which is a complex subject. 

 The honey bee queen mates with more than one drone, this usually takes place away from 
the apiary in the sky. The drones are haploid they have 16 chromosomes all received from the 
queen they are reproduced without fertilisation  this is a process known as 
haploid parthenogenesis . The sex system allows the queen to determine the sex of her 
offspring by regulating fertilisation of the eggs. This limits the number of unproductive males 
in the colony while maximising the queen's gene dispersal as she may have mated with up to 
15 different drones who die after mating. 

Bee breeding is based on variability both within and between colonies, Honey bees are 
variable across their species this is known as phenotype, and this is down to their evolution 
across the wide range of environments where they can be found. There are many different 
local types and several distinct subspecies which are recognised by scientists. It is possible 
with the progression of science to identify different races of bees by measuring various 
structural features, and more recently by analysing DNA profiles. 

 The Italian race of bees Apis mellifera ligustica are. 

● The most widely distributed of all honeybees and have proved they are adaptable to 
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most climates from subtropical to cool temperate but are less satisfactory in humid 
tropical. 

● They are very prolific, but brood rearing starts late and lasts long into late summer or 
autumn, irrespective of nectar flow, best suited to regions where favourable weather 
prevails throughout the summer, with long uninterrupted supply of nectar. 

● They are less able to cope with the hard winters and cool wet springs of Ireland.  
● Their bodies are smaller and their over hairs shorter than those of the darker race and 

they do not form such tight winter clusters.  
● They are unable to retain faeces in the gut for long periods and require more frequent 

cleansing flights than the dark bee.  
● They are more likely to be lured out of the hive by bright winter sun.  
● Acarine is a problem in the U.S.A. and are they are said to be less tolerant to Nosema 

than Apis mellifera mellifera, 
●  Forage over shorter distances and are prone to drifting and robbing. 

 
Here in Ireland our Native bee the Northern European honey bee. (Apis mellifera mellifera) is 
promoted as to being. 

● More naturally adapted to the Irish climate.  

● More docile and have a low swarming tendency. 

● Their populations are smaller than those of other honey bees, and may compensate 
for this by being longer lived. 

● Excellent at using their stores sparingly during bad weather. 

● Can fly at lower temperatures than imported races. 

● Excellent producers of honey in good weather. 

In rearing Queens the characteristics selected by beekeepers throughout the season while 
maintaining good records often relate to the characteristics that he/she believes will be 
beneficial in their Apiary. This is often a subjective decision by the beekeeper based not on 
science but their belief what is best for them, but it also carries risks and consequences for all 
the other beekeepers in the area. It is also important to remember that the irresponsible use 
of some imported bees has implications for both biodiversity and beekeeping throughout the 
county and country.   

So the rearing of a few Queens, what could go wrong? 

My bees had a slow start but suddenly took off and I had loads of bees with lots of nectar and 
pollen arriving back to the colony. I had heard the grapevine swarms were issuing throughout 
the country and as I was checking my colonies every seven days and play cups were being built 
I decided it was now or never to try and raise a few queens. 

I have read up on it and to start, you need a lot of bees and I mean lots of bees especially 
nurse bees. I was following a bit of the Ben Harden method and something of the things I 

www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com 16 
 

 

http://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/
http://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/


 
learnt from attending Colm O Neill’s queen rearing group. Also, there was a bit of chancing my 
arm. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

I had a brood box with 11 frames full of brood and bees, if I didn’t start, I would have had to 
divide this box soon to prevent it from swarming.  

I got a second empty brood box and moved all the frames with sealed brood and open brood 
to this box, I then shook all the bees off the frames back into the original box except for one 
frame of sealed brood which I left in the original box. 

I also placed two frames, one of pollen which I took from a second colony and a frame of 
stores these I placed in the box with all the sealed brood, open brood and eggs. 

 I now had two brood boxes one with all the bees including the queen on drawn frames and 
one with all the sealed brood, open brood and eggs.  

I now placed the box with the Queen and all the bees on an Open meshed floor a queen 
excluder over it, so neither the Queen nor drones could access the supers. I replaced two 
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supers that were already on top of the brood box over this queen excluder, over these I placed 
another Queen excluder and on top of this I placed the box with open brood, sealed brood 
and eggs. 

This was to be my cell raising colony.  

 

I left the whole set up like this for five days and checked the boxes to make sure there were no 
Queen cells in the top box and the bottom box was similar with a laying queen. 

All was well so time to progress to the next stage. 

I had to make up a frame and add Nicot cups to it, these were going to take the grafted larvae. 
I have tried using the Nicot cage to get the queen to lay in before but it failed twice so I 
decided to scrap it and try Grafting. 

www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com 18 
 

 

http://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/
http://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/


 

 

I have a Nuc with a 2019 Queen (QCMG) who had loads of larvae and the bees do not run 
along the frames, hang off it, Sting or chase me around the Apiary, there was no chalk brood, 
DWV or signs of Varroa. This was used to donate larvae to my cell raising colony. 

I used a Chinese grafting tool to pick up the larvae, not always with success as the larvae are 
difficult to see. What you are looking for is newly emerged larvae that have a comma shape 
and are size 12 new times roman just like this , , , ,  that’s what I was trying for very small and 
difficult to see, as the shops were closed I couldn’t buy new tools, so had to use some old tools 
I had in the box and fix a couple of springs. These tools for lifting larvae need to be cared for 
and not thrown in a box.  
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The first graft I selected 11 larvae and placed them in the cups on the frame I had made up to 
hold them. This frame was then placed in the top box between a frame of pollen and open 
brood. It’s not easy to pick up the larvae as it needs practice, if you don’t get it first go leave it 
and move on. 

The thinking was the bees in the top box were now queen- less for five days so they should 
feed the grafted larvae royal jelly and draw down the cells to produce new queens. 

The following day 24hrs later I went to check how many were successful, Only one had taken 
the rest had the larvae removed, so that wasn’t a good start, I decided to try again and scrap 
what I had, I selected more larvae from the same Nuc and added another 11 to the cups 24 
hrs later only 3 had taken this was disappointing as I thought it would be easy. 

I decided to leave these three larvae for five days (3 Egg+5 larvae=8 sealed.) 

On the fifth day the three cells were sealed so I checked again one day later and added a roller 
cage to the cells and left them alone. 

Six days later (8+6=I4). I made up three Apideas with approx. 300 bees in each and fed them 
syrup leaving them locked in overnight. The sealed queens should emerge in the next 48 hrs 
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The following day I decided to add the sealed Q\C to the Apideas, one of them had an 
emerged queen so I sprayed her with a sugar solution and dropped her in on top of the bees 
in one Apidea, the other two sealed cells I placed into the other Apidea. And the following day 
both had emerged so I allowed all the bees to fly and decided to check if they are laying in two 
weeks’ time. 

The weather was excellent and they had successfully mated before two weeks were up, (I got 
curious and checked) they were then marked with a white dot,  (I know I should have used 
Blue but the shops were closed) two were placed in Nucs and one was left in an Apidea as I did 
not have enough equipment. (More money required for this) 

I re-grafted the cell bar and placed it back in the colony to see what would happen and this 
time I had a success rate of 10 out of 11. 

Now I have a problem what to do with these emerged Queen cells. 
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I purchased a few more Apideas and I have two Nucs that can accommodate two queens on 
three frames with separate entrances.  

 I need bees to fill Apideas and I need more Apideas to put the bees in and I need more syrup 
to feed them and this all costs more money. 

 If I keep taking bees from my few colonies, I will have no foragers to collect honey come July. 
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So far I have sent one to Waterford to get mated (She died on-route due to delay in postal 
service and fondant melted drowning her) one died in her cell perfectly formed but never 
emerged  and the others are in cobbled together Nucs, rearing them might have been the easy 
bit getting them mated should be interesting. 

As I finish writing this so far I have three newly mated Queens, I have another 4 unmated in 
Apideas and 4 in double Nucs unmated. 

I have also modified an old incubator and grafted again, this time I will remove the sealed cells 
on day 14 and place them in the incubator to see what happens . 

 
 Incubator set up and ready to go. 
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It’s being interesting and because my movements have being restricted, I could dedicate a bit 
of time to it, two important things to note, once you start you must keep on top of it the bees 
will not wait and you must have spare equipment and loads of nurse bees to raise the queens. 

If at first you don’t succeed start again. 

I have given some more thought to my next attempts and think I will have to modify how I go 
about it to be more successful. 

*** As of July 2020, I have successfully raised 21 Queens and have had varying success with 
mating and retaining them in the Apideas. Six I have given to Beekeepers, Two I have used to 
replace failing Queens in other Colonies, Four are in Apideas, four are in Apideas, Two never 
made it back from mating flights, One died in transport, One died in its cell, One absconded 

after being mated.  
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The Beekeeping year 

- Pauline Walsh 3 Counties 

 

  

September 

•       The weather is usually cooling down by now and this is the last time for some of 

the routine jobs to prepare the hive for winter. Hives should only be opened now 

if really necessary. 

•      Heft the hives or if it is warm enough a final inspection can take place to assess 

the amount of stores in the hives and feed if necessary. This should be the last 

inspection of the year and should not disturb the brood nest. 

•      Further reduce the entrances to help with the defence of the hive from wasps 

and robbers. If necessary fit mouse guards. 

•      Ensure the hives are strapped down and water tight. 

•      By now the Ivy should be showing signs of flowering and the gorse, heather and 

knapweed will still be in flower 

October 

•        We have largely prepared the hives for winter now. The following are jobs which 

may be necessary if not already done. 

•      Ensure the hives are watertight. 

•      Make sure there is ventilation at the top of the hive by inserting matchsticks 

under the corners. This will prevent condensation within the hive. 

•      If not already fitted put insulation under the roof / on top of the crown board. 

•      Make sure the Varroa floors are turned to reduce the air flow in the hive. 

•      Further reduce the entrance to 40-50 mm for the winter. 
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•      Heft hives to ensure that there are sufficient stores. By now the ivy nectar and 

pollen should be coming in and if there is a huge flow it may be necessary to add 

another super to ensure there is space for the queen to lay 

•      If the hives are light, usually because the ivy is not yielding, then be prepared to 

feed the bees with fondant or syrup. 

•      At this time the only forage for the bees is usually ivy and gorse 
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HONEYBEE STRATEGY FOR 

IRELAND – 2021 -2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

National Biodiversity Data 
Centre 
     Beechfield House 
     WIT West Campus 
     Carriganore, Waterford 
     Ireland, X91PE03 

Web: www.pollinators.ie 

  

 

 
 

The National Biodiversity Data Centre is operated under service level agreement for the Heritage Council,               
Ireland, by Compass Informatics Limited. Compass Informatics Ltd is registered in Ireland IE 263347 with a                
registered office at Block 8, Blackrock Business Park, Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, A94 W209.               
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and may contain commercially sensitive material.               
They are intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom they are addressed and should not be                  
released to a third party without the consent of Compass Informatics Ltd or the National Biodiversity Data                 
Centre. 

 
 
 
In mid-August, the IBA were contacted by Dr. Úna Fitzpatrick of the National Biodiversity Data 
Centre, and Project Co-ordinator of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan, (AIPP), to advise that they 
were currently working on developing a new version for 2021-2025.  
“Next time around we want to have a separate All-Ireland Honeybee Strategy that sits within 
the AIPP, but is also standalone. The steering group have produced a rough first draft of this, 
and the second step is now to go out to the following organisations to give them the 
opportunity to feed in: 
  
*   Ulster Beekeepers Association 
*   Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ Associations 
*   Institute of Northern Ireland Beekeepers 
*   Irish Beekeepers Association CLG 
*   Native Irish Honeybee Society 
  
Our original intention was to have a sit down meeting, where we’d invite two representatives 
from each, but that’s just not feasible in this new situation we find ourselves in. I would not 
have the capacity to manage open feedback from everyone across the five organisations on 
this, so I need to identify one person in each organisation who coordinates this for us. 
  
When we have identified a representative from each, we propose a three-week period for the 
organisations to provide feedback to the representative and 
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for them to then provide the collated/relevant feedback to me so that we can come up with a 
new agreed draft. How gathering feedback might be run within each organisation is entirely 
up to the representative. The document for review is short, as we just need to identify the 
best new actions to go in there.” 
 
On receipt of the draft template which the IBA circulated to all Association secretaries for feed 
back from members,  Colette, agreed to collate all responses, ( below), was returned to Dr. 
Fitzpatrick.  A special thanks to all who took the time to provide feedback, in particular 
Caroline McDonald, who provided same on behalf of the Education sub-committee. 
 

Feedback on draft Honeybee Strategy 2021-2025 

 

Name of organisation: Irish Beekeepers Association CLG 

 

Please collate any feedback you wish us to consider, and add under the following categories: 

 

1. Education and Knowledge Transfer 
 

(a) General Comments 

Local IBA associations run beginners courses in beekeeping every year. The basics 

in beekeeping theory and practice are delivered.  

Each association has a teaching apiary where members can attend for 

improvement of practical tasks. 

Associations also prepare members for Intermediate and Senior Exams in Bee 

Husbandry and Scientific knowledge of beekeeping. 

Members can also prepare for and complete assessments and certification in 

Microscopy and Bee Master. 

In early 2020, the IBA CLG arranged for cohort of members with senior / 

intermediate bee exams to attend NUIG for a Foundation Diploma, Train the 

Trainer, to best equip instructors to impart knowledge and skills to beekeepers of 

all levels. 
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(b) Suggested edits to existing actions (please indicate if you think an action should be 

removed or if you wish for your organisation to be added under the responsibility 
column) 
1.  “Maintain and enhance conferences as a means of disseminating good 

practice to beekeepers” - Include the IBA CLG in this with responsibility for 
same too. 

2. “Expand Beekeeping Qualification courses to cover other environmental 
issues, including impacts of beekeeping on native pollinators”.  Annual 
updates on the 2021-2025 honeybee strategy on each beekeeping 
organisation’s website 

3. “Promote the aims of this strategy at roadshows and workshops”  - Include 
the IBA CLG in this with responsibility for same too.  Member associations 
participate in same as does the IBA CLG as a national body. 
 

                    COMMUNICATION. 

4. “Organisations who agree the strategy to propose a representative to a 
Honeybee Strategy Steering Group.  This group to meet twice per year to 
discuss progress and share expertise.”  - The IBA CLG representative will be 
decided at our BOD meeting next week and will be forwarded to Una 
Fitzpatrick once available. 

5. “Annual updates on the 2021-2025 honeybee strategy on each beekeeping 
organisation’s website”  - Include the IBA CLG in this with responsibility for 
same too. 

6. “Honeybee Strategy Steering Group to provide evidence-based guidelines on 
relevant topics to Farming Unions “ -  Include the IBA CLG in this with 
responsibility for same too 

8.    “Prepare a paper calling for the roll out and funding of bee inspectors in RoI” 

-the           IBA supports the call for Bee Inspectors to support Irish apiculture and 

beekeepers. 

10.  “DAERA and DAFM to coordinate surveillance and share information on bee 

health,         invasive species, and plant health (where relevant to bee health, 

e.g. pathway analyses)...the IBA CLG would welcome local groups of 

beekeepers to be trained and equipped to monitor for the arrival of the Asian 

Hornet, and tracking and other methods used successfully in other areas such 

as the “Jersey Method” as described by Dr. Sarah Bunker in the book, The 

Asian Hornet Handbook. 

11.  “Beekeeping Associations and DAFM to encourage registration in RoI under 

new EU    legislation”.  

Does this include beekeepers who are merely producing queens and nucs and 

who   are not honey producers and do not produce honey…???? 
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(c) Suggested additional actions 

IBA hosts webinars delivered by Irish and international experts who share their 

knowledge on various topics such as strategies to keep beekeeping disease free 

for the organisms and safe for the beekeeper and other animals. 

Awareness of other organisms is generated with knowledge and ideas shared of 

how beekeepers can maintain a balance in nature whilst preserving all 

populations through talks, lectures and leaflets disseminated at association 

meetings , newsletters or online communication, and to the general public 

through local and national media. 

Members of the IBA also visit primary and secondary schools and assist with 

school projects when asked. 

Awareness of possible invasive species which can affect bees and other organisms 

and also the ecosystem and strategies for identifying and informing the 

authorities of their presence is also highlighted. 

Most Associations organise Queen rearing locally at their apiaries  to improve the 

skills of beekeepers and ensure sustainable beekeeping. 

The IBA would like to see more queen rearing and breeding at local level to allow 

for local associations to be more self sufficient in maintaining a local supply of 

bees for all members, whilst ensuring that established beekeepers have a ready 

supply of bees to meet their required needs.  One possibility that might be 

considered is training in instrumental insemination to avoid difficulties with queen 

mating due to weather etc.  Supply of equipment for local areas may assist too. 

This would ensure sustainability within the Irish apiculture community. 

The IBA promotes the planting and growth of native plants and wildflowers. These 

flowers benefit the honey bee but also other native pollinator species.  Each year, 

several thousand native bee/pollinator friendly, trees are given out to members. 

In 2020, 4,000 trees were sent out with the support of Coillte and planted by 

members who maintained social distancing whilst so doing. 

The IBA advocates caution with the use of pesticides and herbicides and 

fungicides  which can harm the honey bee and other native pollinators. 

Support for the AIPP is central to the ethos of the IBA and www.pollinators.ie is 

featured prominently on our giant banner. 

www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com 30 
 

 

http://www.pollinators.ie/
http://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/
http://www.irishbeekeepersassociation.com/
http://www.pollinators.ie/


 
 

2. Communication 
 

(a) General Comment 
The IBA communicates with members through secretaries of local associations, 

and through it’s bi-monthly newsletters, its website, facebook, twitter, which are 

also accessible to the public here in Ireland and abroad.  

Webinars are hosted to ensure best practice with international experts giving of 

their time and knowledge freely. 

Through the PRO subcommittee, awareness is constantly highlighted to the public 

through national and local medial 

 

 

(b) If you wish to have a representative on the Honeybee Strategy Steering Group, 
please indicate who this will be: We wish to have a representative on the 
Honeybee Strategy Steering Group, and the name will be forwarded to Una 
Fitzpatrick, following our next BOD meeting, at the end of September. 

 

(c) Suggested edits to existing actions (please indicate if you think an action should be 
removed or if you wish for your organisation to be added under the responsibility 
column) 
This has been done under each point above.  

 

(d) Suggested additional actions 

Promote sustainable beekeeping with local groups trained in bee breeding and 
artificial insemination.  The IBA would like to see more queen rearing and 
breeding at local level to allow for local associations to be more self-sufficient in 
maintaining a local supply of bees for all of its members, whilst ensuring that 
established beekeepers have a  ready supply of bees to meet required needs.  One 
possibility that might be considered is training in instrumental insemination to 
avoid difficulties with queen mating etc due to weather etc.  Supply of equipment 
for local areas may assist too.  This would ensure sustainability within the Irish 
apiculture community and would also assist in maintaining purity in different bee 
strains in different geographical locations. 

 

The IBA  promotes the planting and growth of native plants and wildflowers. 
These flowers benefit the honey bee but also other native pollinator species.  Each 
year, several thousand native bee/pollinator friendly, trees are given out to 
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members.  In 2020, 4,000 trees were sent out with the support of Coillte and 
planted by members who maintained social distancing whilst so doing. 

 

 

 

 

3. Surveillance & Biosecurity 

 

(a) General Comments 

Local training and expertise to be provided on a regional level on the threats of 

the Asian Hornet, Small Hive beetle etc, so there is first hand knowledge and 

expertise throughout the country. 

 

(b) Suggested edits to existing actions (please indicate if you think an action should be 
removed or if you wish for your organisation to be added under the responsibility 
column)  As done above. 

 

(c) Suggested additional actions  As above re the Asian Hornet and other invasive and 
alien pests  etc 

Consider breeding of bumble bees and other pollinators on the island of Ireland to 

meet the needs of farmers and fruit growers, whilst removing the need for 

imports. 

 

 

 

4. Data sharing and research 

 

(a) General Comments 
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               IBA concurs with points made in the draft strategy document that was circulated to 

the IBA. 

 

(b) Suggested edits to existing actions (please indicate if you think an action should be 
removed or if you wish for your organisation to be added under the responsibility 
column) 

The IBA would like to be included and kept appraised of all ongoing research and 

data as it emerges; there is an IBA research subcommittee which liaises with 

researchers on behalf of the IBA CLG.  

 

(c) Suggested additional actions 

The IBA encourages it’s members and all beekeepers to be proactive in ongoing 
research and to collaborate with same when and as possible. 

 

 

 

5. Any general comments on the Honeybee Strategy 2021-2025.  
Great to see a positive move such as this.  Well done.  The IBA believes that it should 

not be set in stone and should be a “live” document /strategy that can be added to 

etc as beekeepers feel the need. 

 

 

 

6. Please list any other additional actions you would like to suggest outside the four 
listed target areas 

School children to be actively encouraged to learn about honey bees and apiculture. 

Possibility of compensation to beekeepers who suffer from outbreaks of AFB/EFB, to 
assist them with replacement bees and hives.  This would encourage openness and a 
willingness to report these notifiable diseases, as beekeepers would not suffer 
financial loss, from such reporting. 

One of our members on the ground in Co. Waterford suggests: 

           “That there would be a concerted, all island drive to recruit more beekeepers.  
2.    In poor years (aka 2020!) sugar or a sugar grant bee made available to all registered 
beekeepers.  
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3. That a National Bee Centre bee established providing support and advice and trained 
advisors available to travel to the various associations. 
 
The feedback from this member is more relevant to the AIPP, but I feel obliged to include 
Andrew’s points here, as he went to the effort to make them. 
 
“I welcomed very much the last pollinator action plan and thought it a great idea.  
 
My feeling however, is that many county councils haven’t embraced it fully or only embraced 
it near the end of its tenure.  
 
I’d like to see all counties fully adopt it and to desist from spraying insecticides/pesticides.  
 
I’d also like to see the assigning of a Gold/Silver/Bronze award to put on 
councils/groups/resident association etc in which to display on their social media pages etc if 
they follow through on certain aspects or actions of the plan.  
 
I’d also like to see no mowing by the councils between March to September and this to 
include all grass areas in residential estates.  
 
I’d welcome also each household getting sent a small packet of wildflower seeds in which to 
plant and that I think would be great benefit if they were planted by each household for out 
pollinators.  
 
Lastly, I’d like to see all of the motorways and roadways just like the UK, to be turned into 
Pollinator corridors for the Bees and other pollinators in which to move along. The UK is 
making good progress in this regard. “ 
 
 
On receiving the completed template, the following feedback was received from Dr. 
Fitzpatrick. 
“Many thanks to the IBA for this feedback, that looks excellent. We now need to 
try to take on board everyone’s thoughts and come up with a new version….” 

 

From the editor:- well done Colette O‘Connell and the PRO committee, Great 
body of work ! 
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Mis-identification of Asian Hornet 
Greater horntail wasp (Urocerus gigas) by Jacqui Glisson West Cork BKA 
We have received a fair number of reports of possible Asian Hornet sightings.. 
Thankfully they have all been false and most have been in connection with this insect. 

 
This is actually the 
 Greater horntail wasp (Urocerus gigas)  

● Female up to 4.5cm in length. 
● Antennae and ‘false’ eyes on head 

yellow 
●   Yellow legs 
●   Long cylindrical abdomen 
●   Distinctive yellow and black banded 

abdomen 
●   Female has an obvious long 

sting-like appendage (ovipositor) to lay eggs, 
it does not sting  

● Native Irish species, also known as 
the wood wasp. 

● Photos thanks to Liz Banaghan and 
PJ Corrigan 
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Upstairs Downstairs Natural Beehive System 
and Bee Watch 
21 st C Beekeeping, is all about observation, and there is only one rule, the bee 
space. 

In 1850’s Langstroth invented the movable frame, revolutionised honey extraction and 
hive efficiency world-wide.  He observed and patented a complete hive based on the 
bee space. Resulting in a quick and easy way to remove and replace frames and 
boxes to make observations.  
However, he included his bottom Intrance in his patent which was simply a convenient 
entrance while doing his research.Had he set out to design one it would have probably 
been more like the Upstairs Down Stairs Intrance. 
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Request for donations of Beekeeping 
Equipment for Lebanon  

SGT Jp Rogan, Irish Defence Forces 

 

1.        I am a member of the Irish Defence Forces CIMIC team currently serving in the 

United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). We are stationed in the Bint Jubayl 

District of South Lebanon. We support the local communities through Quick Impact 

Projects (QIP) and Outreach programmes. QIPs are small scale, low cost projects that 

are implemented within a short time frame. The QIPS respond to the needs expressed 

by the local community. Outreach projects promote good relations and understanding 

between our Unit and the local population, programmes include: English lessons, 

knowledge shares, training and education programmes. 

2.        Since December 2019, Lebanon has experienced an economic crisis that has 

affected all of the population. This  has been exasperated by the recent explosion in 

Beirut and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

3.        In previous years the majority of the population in our Area of Operations (AO) 

have worked in Beirut and return to their homes in our AO at the weekends. However, 

the crisis has now seen a return to Agriculture in our AO due to the job losses being 

experienced in Beirut and Lebanon as a whole. We have observed a significant 

increase in the return of the local population to agriculture as a means of supporting 

their families. 

4.        The main agricultural sources of income in our AO include: The production of 

Honey, Goat and Sheep milk, Olive oil, tobacco, fruits and vegetables. 

5.        Unfortunately, the required financial and physical resources are not readily 

available to the local population. This could be attributed to the several years of 

conflict, meagre resources, a lack of experience and a low level agricultural skillset. 

6.        The local population are very passionate in their return to agriculture and have 

begun setting up a form of agricultural co-op system, that is operated by the local 

Union of Municipalities and shared between local farmers of all villages.  
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7.        As Ireland is one of the world leaders in agriculture we are looking towards home 

for help to support these local communities. 

8.        One agricultural project that has been brought to our attention is beekeeping. 

There are approximately 6,000 beekeepers in the Bint Jubayl district. A jar of honey 

was previously purchased for $20 but has now plummeted to $5 a jar. Nonetheless, 

the cost of production has increased significantly. 

9.        A key problem in our area is the lack of a wax foundation press. The previous wax 

foundation press, that was utilised by the majority of beekeepers, was destroyed in 

the 2006 War. The local beekeepers were able to readily purchase the wax sheets, but 

due to the economic downturn this is no longer a viable option for them. 

10.    Would your members be in a position to support the local Beekeepers in Bint 

Jubayl District by donating: a wax press foundation, some beekeeping equipment or 

become involved in a knowledge share with the local population? 

 

Many Thanks. 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

SGT Jp Rogan 

 

 

Well how could we say no? 
So anyone who has beekeeping equipment to donate please email Derek 
Hanley at derek@irishbeekeepersassociation.com  and he will coordinate with 
the local army in your area to collect. 
 
Thanking you in advance. 
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Beekeeping Tips 
Beekeeping Tips by Colette O’ Connell 
This year's summer has been a strange one for many reasons. 
Here in West Waterford the wasps were particularly strong this summer; queens went 
into the 2019 winter hibernation with plenty of stores and emerged in spring time 
vibrant and energetic to set up nests. 
Many large experienced beekeepers told me of strong colonies they had and which 
succumbed to wasps in recent months. 
I too lost some colonies to huge numbers of wasps relentless in their continuous 
wearing down of individual colonies. For this reason I felt I had to even the odds and 
use my well tried wasp traps. 
Directions for same are as follows. 
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Voluntary Conservation Areas (VCAs) 
 
An open letter to beekeepers on the island of Ireland about Voluntary Conservation 
Areas (VCAs) for the native Irish honey bee, Apis mellifera mellifera (A.m.m).  
 
Dear Beekeeper,  
 
On behalf of The Native Irish Honey Bee Society (NIHBS), I am writing to you about 
Voluntary Conservation Areas (VCAs) for our native honey bee (Apis mellifera 
mellifera A.m.m.) . 
 
The dark European honey bee A.m.m originally ranged across northern, western and 
central Europe but this is no longer the case there, due to hybridization with other 
sub-species. DNA analysis (1) has confirmed that Ireland is very fortunate to still have a 
large, pure and distinct pool of A.m.m,  equipped with a unique suite of morphological 
and physiological characters, behaviours and responses allowing them thrive here, 
despite our poor weather conditions. 
 
This ecotype has adapted to our climate perfectly, producing good crops of honey in 
these rainy cool temperatures. Current threats include lack of forage and chemical 
usage but the main problem is hybridization due to imported bees. When A.m.m 
cross-breed with non-natives, the resulting bees lose many of their good characteristics 
and become aggressive with a tendency to swarm. Importing bees also risks bringing in 
foreign pests, viruses, diseases and pathogens, as was the case with varroa. 
 
Our situation here is the envy of many who have lost their local bee and as one of the 
last remaining bastions of A.m.m , we have a duty to Ireland, to Europe and particularly 
to our bees to protect and conserve them and not let hybridisation effectively extinct 
A.m.m  on this island. 
  
Research from COLOSS (Prevention of honey bee COLony LOSSes) assessing local 
versus non-local bees states - The conclusions from this comprehensive field experiment 
all tend to confirm the higher vitality of the local bees compared to the non-local ones, 

indicating that a more sustainable beekeeping is possible by using and breeding bees 

from the local populations, although the interactions are complex This conclusion 
may also come as surprise to some beekeepers who believe that queens purchased from 
sources outside their own region are in some way “better” than the bees they already 
have in their own hives. 
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We hope that the evidence provided within the papers of this Special Issue will inspire 
beekeepers and scientists to explore and appreciate the value of locally bred bees, by  
developing and supporting breeding programmes. Damage from importations may 
arise from accompanying pests and pathogens, but it is also inevitable that introduced 
bees represent a burden to the genetic integrity of local populations. The spread of 
imported genes into the local population is likely, and the resulting increase in genetic 
diversity is not universally beneficial. Since maladapted genes will be selected against, 
this process may well in the short term contribute to colony losses, and is in the long 
term, unsustainable. (2)  
 
The European Parliament passed a resolution in March 2018 calling on "the 
Commission and the Member States to put in place measures to increase legal 
protection and financial support for local honey bee ecotypes and populations 
throughout the EU, including by means of legally protected locally endemic honeybee 
conservation areas. 
 
NIHBS and VCAs 
A fundamental reason for setting up NIHBS in 2012 was “to promote the conservation, 
propagation and improvement of the native honeybee” and one of the ways to achieve 
this was to establish Voluntary Conservation Areas (VCA’s) where beekeepers agree 
to keep and breed native bees only. Over the years more and more beekeeping 
associations could see the logic of committing to local bees and have established VCAs 
in their own areas.  
 
In Autumn 2018, Tom Hayden and Bernadette Ferguson (RIP) published an article in 
‘The Four Seasons/Ceithre Raithe na Bliana’, setting out the case for protected 
areas. “The need for concerted action has long been recognized. Indeed, the first 
voluntary conservation area (VCA) for the native Irish honeybee predates the formation 
of NIHBS and was declared in December 1991 at the inaugural meeting of the Galtee 
Bee Breeding Group.  The beekeepers in the Galtee and Vee valley areas and the 
surrounding Galtee and Knockmealdown Mountain ranges undertook to keep and 
breed only native honey bees and to encourage non-members in the area to do likewise 
and this is still the operating model. From the nucleus in the Galtee region the 
surrounding South Tipperary Beekeepers Association declared a VCA in 2012 and at 
the time of writing 15 local beekeeping organisations have declared VCAs”  
The full article is available on NIHBS website, see link (3). 
 
Time flies and next year it will be 30 years since GBBG’s pioneering work started – 
it’s great that many more beekeepers and associations have followed suit, which you 
can see from the map below. 
 
If your local beekeeping Association has already declared a VCA – congratulations, 
that is wonderful, it is a very important achievement. Beekeepers in those Associations 
have considered the pros and cons and decided to only work with A.m.m   We ask all 
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beekeepers in VCAs to respect their fellow beekeepers and NOT move non-native or 
other sub-species of bees into these areas OR into the surrounding areas.  
 
As this is the very ‘raison d’etre’ of NIHBS, we would love to encourage more to join - 
if you are interested in becoming a VCA , please give it careful consideration and ask 
your local Association to organise a vote on the issue. Let us in NIHBS know if we can 
help in any way, either with further information or practical assistance - we will be very 
happy to do so. 
 
The most recent queen rearing group we have heard of are based near Coalisland and 
Lough Neagh in East Tyrone. The new group are very welcome and we wish them 
every success in their queen rearing and bee breeding this year and into the future.  
 
One of the most rewarding aspects of being a beekeeper is improving one’s own native 
stock; it is particularly pleasing to progress from having bees that chase you round the 
garden with evil intent, to opening a colony and being met with calm, docile bees who 
continue as they were, merely enquiring if they can help us with anything at all.  
 
On the other hand, it is simply devastating for a beekeeper who has spent years 
improving their bees to find that someone has ruined all that work, sometimes without 
them even realizing the impact of their actions – sadly, this is happening more and 
more nowadays! 
The Covid-19 crisis wreaked havoc within Ireland, many of us were isolated and felt 
vulnerable and threatened by this strange new virus.  We are exceptionally grateful to 
those essential workers who carried on, allowing our lives continue in relative safety 
and security. One beneficial aspect has been that many people gained time – precious 
moments, hours, days in which to slow down and re-evaluate the important things in 
our lives. We learned to appreciate nature, really seeing some daily wonders for the 
first time, we saw and actually heard some birds, bumbles, solitary and honey bees, 
butterflies, moths and hover flies that we never really noticed before. We changed our 
habits and supported local shops and food producers who valiantly carried on during 
the turmoil. As beekeepers we continued to look after our bees and with the added 
bonus of good weather, many found welcome peace and tranquility amongst the happy 
hum of the hives, our very own bee-loud glades - some said the bees saved their sanity.  
 
It is not over. Almost everything is changing to a new and different normal. We reflect 
on the future. What can we do? Could we appreciate and value our island status more 
and be content with what we have here already? Could we stay local, holiday within the 
island and boost our own economy? Could we spend our money on locally produced 
goods and services so that it circles back and comes round again? Could this ethos be 
reflected in our beekeeping? Could we work with native, locally produced honey bees? 
Could we have that feel-good feeling of helping protect something valuable and 
absolutely worth saving?  Who knows what else might come in with the next 
consignment of imported bees! 
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I hope you all stay safe and well to enjoy many more harmonious beekeeping years.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
On behalf of The Native Irish Honey Bee Society 
Loretta Neary, Honorary secretary 
 
 
 
References:- 
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Please direct any queries to  nihbs.secretary@gmail.com  or visit  NIHBS website for 
further information : http://nihbs.org/  

 

 

Loretta Neary 

Honorary Secretary 

The Native Irish Honey Bee Society 

 
Note from the Editorial Committee: The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Irish 

Beekeepers’ Association CLG and remain with contributors.  We continue to welcome all contributions big and small 

for the benefit of our members and readers 
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Recipes from the Deise 

- Colette O’ Connell Waterford BKA 

Ginger, Soy and Honey Beef Stir Fry. 

 

  
Ingredients. 

335 g Beef strips 

1 finely chopped onion 

15grm Garlic, minced. 

300 g carrots 

60 g Ginger, finely chopped. 

6 mushrooms finely sliced. 

½ pkt mange tout. 

1 and ½ tablespoons of pure honey, 

3 tablespoons soy sauce. 

20 g Pumpkin seeds, OR sesame seeds browned in a hot frying pan. 

Fresh Coriander to garnish. 

Heat some oil in a wok or heavy based frying pan.  When it is quite hot add beef and turn up the heat 
whilst stirring briskly.  After 4/5 minutes, add the carrots, pumpkin seeds and onion and garlic and ginger. 
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Stir fry for another 3 minutes.  Then add the honey and Soy sauce, with mushrooms and some mange 
tout. 

Serve with noodles or whole grain rice. 

Garnish with either fresh coriander or toasted sesame seeds. 

Guaranteed to give a spike of heat in the coming winter months. 
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Book Review 
The Bee's Knees: Ireland's Love of Bees from the Celts to Connemara 

- Colette O’Connell 

Book by James Morrissey Currach Books, Published April 2020. 

I recently learned of this book whilst 
listening to an interview with James 
Morrissey on RTE Radio 1. 

James Morrissey is a communications 
consultant and the author of several books. 
A former journalist, he was a founding 
director of The Sunday Business Post. He 
has won many journalistic awards and is a 
native of Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo. 

In  his recent  interview James outlines his 
fascination with bees….why are bees so 
important to us and our planet? Why we 
need to and should protect them?  

This book  is advertised as a complete guide 
to bees in Ireland, including their role as 
pollinators, the importance of the queen, 
the mother of all, her role in ensuring the 
cohesiveness of the colony, the drones, the 
workers and the democracy of the beehive. 
James even writes about how the 
communication  within the colony and the 
waggle dance!  

With Christmas around the corner, this book could be a useful light read for beekeepers and 
the general public alike….shining a light into an otherwise hidden world. 
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Interesting reads and articles 
1. Brought to us by Alan Forskitt. Article shows partly what we already know about 

disease spread, closeness and beekeeper hygiene, but also makes a link to the 
outbreak starting in the area of most imports in the conclusion. 

Modelling the spread of American foulbrood in honeybees 

2. From Garrett Dempsey 

Meet the businesswoman who risks her health for the love of bees 
Removing an Asian hornet nest 

3. Bee sting allergies 
https://beeresistant.com/ 

4. Sustainable beekeeping  from Alan Forskitt. 
5. Shared by Collette O’ Connell a link below to a series of webinars being hosted 

by TEAGASC 
a. https://www.teagasc.ie/environment/climate-change/the-signpost-series-webinars/ 
b. How honeybees perform queen duets. 
c. Human dimensions of insect pollinator conservation 

6. Great webinar with Jane Stout on Science and Policy on Pollinator Protection  frorm Edward Hill 
https://youtu.be/K1zVVLMA2rk?t=5768 
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New Registered Address 
Garrett Dempsey, Secretary 

 
The Board of Directors recently updated the registered address for the IBA - see 
extract below from the companies office  - this is the address of our accountants in 
Killarney.  
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Membership secretary  
The board would like to thank Gearóid Ó Fathaigh for his wonderful work as 
membership secretary of the IBAclg. 
We wish him all the best with his new family and are grateful for everything he has 
done to date. A new membership secretary will pick up the baton in January, please 
continue to send all enquiries to membership@irishbeekeepersassociation.com  
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Competition time!  
One lucky reader can win a beautiful candle from Ireland oldest company; Rathborne Candles 
(founded in 1488!) 

To enter, send an email before the 10th of October to 
competition@irishbeekeepersassociation.com with your answer to the following question… 

One of the candles listed in the link above is scented with “Cedar, Cloves & [???]”! 

The winner will be randomly selected if there are multiple correct responses. 

 

Thank you to Siobhan and Vinne at Rathborne Candles for donating this prize… there is 
currently a 15% discount off your first order for anyone who signs up to their mailing list on 
their website. 
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